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The purpose of this school is to: 

1. Provide a Catholic, caring, supportive environment in which the school 
community can grow in God’s likeness. 

2. Develop individuals spiritually, academically, physically, socially and 
emotionally to their full potential. 

3. Assist the development of self-esteem and respect for others, so that 
they become positive contributing members of the community. 

 

 
The beliefs of this school are: 

1. Staff and children should strive and have the opportunity to reach their 
full potential. 

2. All people are created in the image and likeness of God.  (Gen 1:26) 
3. Respect the dignity of all human persons. 

 

 
Based on Christian Gospel Values.  
 
Recognise and respect the dignity and rights of self and others.   
 
The Two Great Commandments (Mt 22:35-39) 
 
Jesus said to him, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all 
your soul and with all your mind.  This is the greatest and the first 
commandment.  The second resembles it: You must love your neighbour as 
yourself.’ 
 

 
Parents are prime educators and therefore should be encouraged to 
contribute as part of our Catholic School Community. 
 
 

Mission Statement

Beliefs

Values

Partnerships
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St John’s School was started in 1969.  The school had only two classrooms, 
which were in today’s Library.  These rooms were also the church on Sunday.  
The area behind the Library desk and the Reading Book storeroom were the 
entrance and staffroom in those early days of St John’s School.  There were 
just over thirty children in the school then.  Over the years, St John’s School 
has grown in size and number to what it is today – seven classrooms, Pre 
Primary, Kindergarten, Library, Computer Room, Art Room, Hall and 
Administration Office.  The first Principal of St John’s School was Sister Raphael 
Quirke, working closely with Monsignor Barden, Parish Priest of St John’s 
Church. 
 

 
The school motto Sinite Parvulos means ‘Let the Little Children’ (Mk 10:13-16) 
 

 
 The eagle in the crest is the symbol used for St John, one 

of the twelve apostles and the person after whom the 
school is named.  It is also a symbol meaning courage, 
strength and excellence. 
 

 The pelican is a symbol of the school looking after the 
hearts and minds of the young.  It is a symbol taken from 
the Coat of Arms of Bishop Thomas who was the Bishop of 
Geraldton when the school was founded in 1969. 
 

 The open book with the Greek letters Alpha and Omega is 
a symbol of learning in all areas of the school as they are 
the first and last letters of the Greek Alphabet.  Jesus 
described himself as the Alpha and Omega.  Rev 1:8 
 

 The Southern Cross is a symbol of our country Australia 
while the M and star represent Mary, Mother of God, and 
the Presentation Sisters who were the founding sisters of 
St John’s School. 

History of St John's School

School Motto

St John's School Crest

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Book_of_Revelation
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St John the Evangelist, the Patron Saint of St John’s School, is also the Patron 
Saint of Turkey and protection against poison.  December 27 is the feast day of 
St John.  John was mending boat nets with his older brother, James, and his 
father, Zebedee, when Jesus called them to follow him.  John was known for 
having a fiery temper, often being called a Son of Thunder.   
 
John had the special privilege of being with Jesus at crucial times in his life.  He 
was present when Jesus brought Jairus’ daughter back to life.  John also 
witnessed the glory of Jesus’ Transfiguration and was invited to be with Jesus 
during his Agony in the Garden.  John was favoured when he was the only 
apostle standing at the foot of the cross.  After his death, Jesus entrusted John 
his mother, Mary. 
 
After Jesus’ death, John continued to respond to Jesus’ call.  Each time John 
preached, he gave the same homily, “Little children, love one another.”  John 
was responsible for founding many churches in Asia Minor.  The symbol for 
John, as a Gospel writer, is the eagle.  An eagle soars higher than the other 
birds. Later in life, John was exiled to the isle of Patmos, which is where he 
died. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St John - Apostle and Evangelist
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Nano (Honoria) Nagle was born in 1718 and died on 26 April 1784.  Nagle 
founded the Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, also known 
as the Presentation Sisters. 
 
Early Years 
Nano was born in Ballygriffin, Killavullen, County Cork in 1718.  As with many 
members of the Irish families, who had remained constant to the traditional 
Roman Catholic faith, Nano Nagle was sent to France to be educated.  
Education was being denied to them in Ireland unless they agreed to convert 
to the Church of England.  Nano's life in Paris, where the Nagles had many 
important social connections, was without a great deal of heed to the plight of 
the less well off of her country people.  On her return from France she lived in 
Dublin for a while with her mother, but the deaths, in quick succession, of her 
father, mother and her sister, Anne, caused her to return to her home at 
Ballygriffin. These deaths led to a decision to enter an Ursulines Convent in 
France.  She was gradually persuaded that her life would more usefully be 
employed among her own people and in her own country where the light of 
education was barred to those of her religion under the Penal Laws. 
 
The Beginnings of Nano's Ministry 
She returned from the French Convent in 1777 and set up the first Catholic 
school around this time.  The proceedings had to be kept secret as what she 
was doing was outside the law.  She proceeded slowly with a few children in a 
mud-cabin.  She stole from hovel to hovel each day to gather the most needy 
people to teach, and night-time ministries to poverty-ridden elderly and sick in 
her hometown, Nano was given the nickname The Lady with the Lantern.  It 
was not long before Nano had over two hundred children and she decided that 
it was time for a new school.  She opened one on Philpott Lane on the North 
side of Cork City and soon she had seven schools: two for girls and five for 
boys.  Nano had four sisters and two brothers and their names were Ann, 
Mary, Catherine, Elizabeth, David and Joseph. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nano Nagle

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_26
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1784
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presentation_Sisters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/County_Cork
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Irish_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/France
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ursulines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penal_Laws_(Ireland)
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The Presentation Sisters 
In 1775, Nano entered, with some companions, on a novitiate for the religious 
life.  With them she received her habit on June 29th 1776, taking the name of 
Mother Mary of St John of God.  They made their first annual vows on 24 June 
1777.  She founded the first convent in Ireland, which was opened on 
Christmas Day in 1777.  Her first order was called the Sisters of the Charitable 
Instruction of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, but it was later changed to Sisters of 
the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, or the Presentation Sisters.  Today 
lay people and sisters work to carry on Nano’s vision. 
 
Final Illness and Death 
As all of Nano’s time was spent with the poor, she neglected herself; she soon 
fell ill and died on 26 April 1784.  Her last words were, “Love one another".... 
“Spend yourselves for the poor".  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1776
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/June_24
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1777
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/April_26
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1784
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Evangelisation 
Is sharing the Good News.  How do we share the Good News of Jesus with the 
school community – staff, children and parents?  It is everything we do that 
promotes, develops and gives witness to faith. 
 
Witness  
Is the first act of evangelisation.  How do we treat each other and ourselves? 
How do we live out our faith and share the Good News of Jesus? 
 
New Evangelisation 
The process to help disinterested baptised become open to the Holy Spirit 

• Primary Proclamation 

• Initiatory Catechesis 
 
Primary Proclamation  
The initial proclaiming of the Good News. 
Process to: 

• assist others to arrive at an initial belief in Jesus 

• raise religious awareness 

• prepare people to appreciate the promise of Christian Salvation 
 
Initiatory Catechesis: (Initiatory/On-Going) 
Processes for: 

• sharing Christian experiences of God 

• Handing on and developing belief in the teachings of Jesus.  (Creed, 
Sacraments, Life of Christ, Prayer) 

• Integrating these teachings into a person’s life experiences. 
 
Religious Education (Religious Education Lessons in School) 

• Concerned with knowledge and human experiences 

• Complements catechesis 

• Supports Primary Proclamation and Catechesis 
 
 
 

Glossary
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Christian Witness 
The first act of Evangelisation.  How do we treat each other and ourselves?  
How do we live out our faith and share the Good News of Jesus? 
 

 
Christian Witness - Ongoing Formation 

 Staff Students Community 

• Participation in community building 
activities (St John’s School Day of 
Celebration, Communio, Caritas, Catholic 
Missions etc) 

 
✓  

 
✓  

 
✓  
 

• Participation in Friday and Thursday Prayer 
Assemblies 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Treat everyone equally ✓  ✓   

• Praying for members of the school 
community at various times of need 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Prayer in school newsletter   ✓  

• Display Vision and Mission Statement ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Display & implementation of School Rules ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Restorative Practice   ✓   

• Use & implementation of Individualised 
Education Plans 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Spiritual Ministry  ✓   

• Enrolment Policy   ✓  

• Community get togethers ✓  ✓  ✓  

• School Board, P&F, Staff Commissioning 
Mass 

✓   ✓  

• Mass of Oils ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Participation in daily class prayer ✓  ✓   

• RE Program for children with Special Needs ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Hymn Singing   ✓   

• Participate in Faith Story and Witness ✓    

• Staff pastoral care (ACCESS counselling 
services) 

✓    

Christian Witness

Christian Witness - Ongoing Formation
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• Staff Retreat ✓    

• Copy of Bishops’ Mandate in classrooms ✓   ✓  

• Implementation of Evangelisation Plan ✓    

• Regional Staff Commissioning Mass ✓    

• Working with members of the Parish ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Welcoming of parish based children to St 
John’s School Sacraments 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Allow students opportunities to reflect & 
ask questions relating to the Mass before 
attending 

 ✓   

• Sacramental Parent & Parent/Child 
Meetings 

 ✓  ✓  

• Year Six & One Class Buddies  ✓   

• Showing compassion for others who are in 
need (Communio, Caritas, Catholic 
Missions) 

 ✓   

• Student pastoral care  ✓   

• Acknowledgement of Sacraments through 
gifts from other year levels 

 ✓   

• Family pastoral care (meal provision, 
referrals to Centacare and other external 
agencies) 

  ✓  

• Orientation for Kindy students & families   ✓  

• Enrolment interview   ✓  

• Text – So You Are Sending Your Child to a 
Catholic School 

  ✓  

• Support of Nagle CSL Program through ex 
students 

  ✓  

• ANZAC Day Service attendance   ✓  

• Orientation for new families at beginning & 
end of each school year 

  ✓  
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Christian Witness - Future Formation Focus for 2016-Social Justice Theme 

 Staff 
 

Students Community 
 

• School to meet with Parish Council to 
discuss ways in which the school can 
contribute to Parish life and the Parish can 
contribute to school life 

 
✓  

  
✓  

• Altar serving roster for Sunday Parish 
Masses 

 ✓  ✓  

• School Choir visits to Nazareth House for 
performance and chat 

 ✓  ✓  

• Class visit to Holland Street School for 
games and activities 

 ✓  ✓  

• Implement increased environment friendly 
initiatives (turn lights & air con off) 

 ✓   

• St Vincent Winter Appeal, focusing on 
blankets 

 ✓   

• St Vincent Christmas Appeal, focusing on 
toys and foods 

 ✓   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Witness - Future Formation
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Primary Proclamation 
The initial proclaiming of the ‘Good News.’ 
 

 
Primary Proclamation - Ongoing Formation 
 

 Staff 
 

Students 
 

Community 
 

• Special Masses & Prayer Services for 
various feast days 

✓  ✓  ✓  
 

• Celebration of NAIDOC Week, Harmony 
Day, National Reconciliation Week  

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Use of PowerPoints for Masses ✓  ✓  ✓  

• Religious symbols in the school 
environment 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Emailing Mass outlines to classroom 
teachers prior to Mass to discuss Readings 
& Gospel prior to Mass  

✓    

• Staff Prayer Roster ✓    

• RE programmes ✓    

• Priorities on Strategic Plan ✓    

• Articles for The Sower magazine (written by 
Staff and Spiritual Ministry) 

✓  ✓  ✓  

• Sacramental Programme  ✓   

• Aussie of the Month and School Awards   ✓   

• Sacramental Parent & Parent/Child 
Meetings 

 ✓  ✓  

• Allow students opportunities to reflect & 
ask questions relating to the Mass before 
attending 

 ✓   

• RE lessons  ✓   

• Displays of RE work in the classrooms  ✓   

Primary Proclamation

Primary Proclamation - Ongoing Formation
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• Students prepare and practise the readings 
prior to Mass so they can proclaim the 
Word 

 ✓   

• Teach students the response of the Mass  ✓   

• Daily Religious Education lessons  ✓   

• Preparing for Mass prior to entering the 
Church (reverence, stillness, peace) 

 ✓   

• Continue to encourage greater 
participation in Masses 

 ✓  ✓  

• Reconciliation Week   ✓  ✓  

• RE Parent Letters   ✓  

• Initiation to parish to attend various events   ✓  

• St John’s School Website & Facebook Page   ✓  

 

 
Primary Proclamation - Future Formation 

 Staff Students 
 

Community 
 

• Focus on Christian meanings of 
celebrations 

 ✓   

• Promote the value of giving over receiving  ✓   

• Recognition of all cultures on special days 
during the year 

 ✓   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Primary Proclamation - Future Formation
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Catechesis 
Processes for: 

• Sharing Christian experiences of God 

• Handing on and developing belief in the teachings of Jesus  (Creed, 
Sacraments, Life of Christ, Prayer) 

• Integrating these teachings into a person’s life experiences. 
 

 
Catechesis - Ongoing Formation 

 Staff Students 
 

Community 
 

• Understanding the importance & 
significance of Liturgies and parts of the 
Mass. 

✓  ✓   

• Prayer focal point displays in staffroom, 
office & courtyard  

✓  ✓  ✓  

• School visits from Parish Priest  ✓  ✓   

• Extend staff’s knowledge and faith 
formation through Accreditation, Staff 
Retreats and RE PDs 

✓    

• Accreditation ✓    

• Completion of RE Yearly Planner ✓    

• RE PD & PLC ✓    

• Evangelisation Plan and Policy   ✓   ✓  

• Regional Staff Commissioning Mass ✓    

• Participation in the Sacraments and the 
Sacramental Programme 

 ✓   

• RE Posters   ✓   

• Teaching students when to stand, sit and 
kneel during Mass 

 ✓   

• Regular participation in Masses & Liturgies  ✓   

• Classroom RE work displays  ✓   

Catechesis

Catechesis - Ongoing Formation
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• RE Programs  ✓   

• Bishops’ Religious Literacy Assessment  ✓   

• Sacramental Parent & Parent/Child 
Meetings 

  ✓  

• RE Parent Letters   ✓  

•   Altar Serving Training  ✓   

•   Inclusion of RE words in Spelling Scope 
and Sequence 

 ✓   

• Celebrating the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
during Lent, Advent & Sacramental 
Programs 

 ✓   

 

 
Catechesis-Future Formation Focus: 
2014-Staff knowledge of Bible & Scripture 
2015-Parts & Symbols of the Mass Theme  
2017 Focus on Scripture and how the Parables in the RE documents are used 

 Staff Students 
 

Community 
 

• Extend staff knowledge about the Bible and 
Scripture within. 

✓    

• Teaching the various parts/symbols of the 
Mass during the Eucharist 
Focus of Staff retreat-incorporate as staff 
retreat 

✓    

• Teaching the various parts/symbols of the 
Mass during the Eucharist-to occur after 
staff formation-Teaching Mass for Students 

 ✓   

• Teaching the various parts/symbols of the 
Mass during the Eucharist-to occur after 
staff formation-Different parts to appear in 
the newsletter over a set period of time  

  ✓  

• Relate Scriptures to real life experiences  ✓   

• Reflect in class how thoughts, words & 
actions reflect Gospel values 

 ✓   

• Increase use of Scripture at Friday Prayer  ✓   

Catechesis - Future Formation
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Assemblies 

• Develop and chart the Scripture passages 
used within the RE Units at each Year level. 

✓    

• Purchase additional resources for the 
teaching and development of Scripture 
and key understanding in  the RE Units of 
Work. 

✓    

• School focus on the development of 
understanding key Scriptural passages, 
within the school and staff. 

✓  ✓   

 
 

Future Formation 2014-2018 
 
2014-Staff knowledge of Bible & Scripture  

Extend staff knowledge about the Bible and Scripture within. 

 

2015-Parts & Symbols of the Mass Theme  

Teaching the various parts/symbols of the Mass during the Eucharist. 

Focus of Staff retreat-incorporate as staff retreat. 

Teaching the various parts/symbols of the Mass during the Eucharist-to 

occur after staff formation-Teaching Mass for Students. 

 

Different parts of the Mass to appear in the newsletter over a set period of 

time. 

 

2016- Social Justice Theme 

School Choir visits to Nazareth House. 

 

Class visits to Holland Street School. 

 

St Vincent Winter Appeal, focusing on blankets. 

 

St Vincent Christmas Appeal, focusing on toys and foods. 

 

2017 Embed the Nano Nagle Chrism into the life of the school, through: ● 

the newsletter information ● using key sayings of Nano Nagle ● the school 

Feast Day 
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2018 Focus on Scripture and how the Parables in the RE documents are used. 
Relate Scriptures to real life experiences. 
 

• Develop and chart the Scripture passages used within the RE Units at each 
Year level. 

• Purchase additional resources for the teaching and development of 
Scripture and key understanding in the RE Units of Work. 

• School focus on the development of understanding key Scriptural passages, 
within the school and staff. 

 

 


