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Staff Farewells
It is with sadness that that we say goodbye to a number of staff who are departing St John’s School
for a variety of reasons. We hope that your time at St John’s School has been rewarding and filled
with many happy memories.
We begin by saying farewell to Ashleigh Pedler who has taught Year Five at St John’s School for the
past two years. In 2020, Ashleigh will be moving back to Perth where she will be closer to family.
Ashleigh has secured a Year Five teaching position at Holy Rosary School in Doubleview. We thank
Ashleigh for the enthusiasm and dedication that she has displayed during her time at the school and
wish her all the very best for her future teaching career.
Our second goodbye is extended to Charlotte Cripps. Charlotte returned to St John’s School in
August of this year, teaching three days a week in Year Six. Previously, Charlotte had completed her
final teaching prac in 2017 in the Year Three Classroom. In one week, Charlotte will board a plane to
live and work in Japan. We thank Charlotte for sharing her sense of fun and love of life with all
members of the School Community. We hope that she has a wonderful time on her travel adventures.
We are also saying farewell to Meg Whitby in her role as a staff member. Meg has worked as an
Aboriginal Teacher Assistant since March this year. We thank Meg for the way that she has gently
worked with all students in the school and in collaboration with the staff. We wish Meg every joy
and happiness as she awaits the birth of her baby and we look forward to continuing to work with her
as a parent in the school.
Father Larry is also leaving us at the end of the year to have more time to devote to his work at St
Mary’s School and Parish in Northampton and in his role as the Prison Chaplain. We have been
blessed to have Father Larry as our priest for five years and have appreciated his prayers and support.
Thank you, Father Larry, and we hope that we will see you every now and then, at various events, in
the future.
The final farewell goes to Sister Lyn who has worked at St John’s School since 1997, teaching us how
to sing our hymns with praise, actions and energy. Sister Lyn has worked tirelessly for a number of
schools and organisations, devoting herself to God and others. We have been so fortunate to have had
Sister Lyn as part of our School Community and we wish her well in her much deserved retirement.
2020 Dates
Please find below a list of important dates for the 2020 school year:
Wednesday 29 January
School Office and Uniform Shop open
Thursday 30 January
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Friday 31 January
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Monday 3 February
Students commence Term One
Thursday 9 April
Staff and Students conclude Term One
Tuesday 28 April
Staff and Students commence Term Two
Friday 29 May
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Tuesday 2 June
Pupil Free Day – Catholic Day
Thursday 2 July
Students conclude Term Two
Friday 3 July
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Monday 20 July
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Tuesday 21 July
Students commence Term Three
Monday 24 August
Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development
Friday 25 September
Staff and Students conclude Term Three
Monday 12 October
Staff and Students commence Term Four
Thursday 17 December
Students conclude Term Three
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Dates to Remember
Dates can also be found
on the school website
FRIDAY 13th December
End of Year Mass
9.00am - All Welcome
Year 6 - Fun Day
WEDNESDAY 29th January
St John’s School Uniform
Shop Open Day
10.00am - 2.00pm
THURSDAY 30th January
Staff Return
MONDAY 3rd February
STUDENTS COMMENCE
TERM 1 2020
WEDNESDAY 5th February
Swimming Lessons
Commence
Lesson 1: 9.15am - 10.00am
Years 1, 4 & 6
Lesson 2: 10.00 - 10.45am Years 2, 3 & 5

End of Year Concert
What a wonderful night we had last Friday night. Our students entertained the audience, showcasing all their gifts and
talents. We congratulate all the award winners and thank them for working to their full potential during the 2019 school
year. A special thank you must go to Mr Brett Love for all the work he did to co-ordinate the event. Mr Love was well
supported by the staff of St John’s School and I am very appreciative of their contributions. I thank all of the award sponsors
and presenters as we are very grateful for their willingness to support the students’ endeavours. To all the parents, carers and
family members who came along, thank you. Your attendance reflects the support and love that you have for your children.
Thank You
As I write my final Principal Report for the School Newsletter, I am reflecting on the last three terms. It only seems like
yesterday that I started at St John’s School yet it also feels like I have been here forever. I will say that time has flown by
and there is clarity and blurriness when I look back. However, one thing I do know is that I have loved every minute and I
am very much looking forward to continuing to work with all community stakeholders in our core business of educating the
students of St John’s School. Thank you for your support, co-operation, communication and assistance.
School Fees
In a previous newsletter, I advised the school community that the difficult decision had been made to increase School Fees by
3%. Please see the included tables on page five for the full outline.
50 Year Anniversary Thank You
This week, we continue the shout outs and notes of thanks to everyone who has helped to make our 50 Year Anniversary so
full of joy. Please see a fifth list of generous helpers and donors.

50 Year
Anniversary
Sister Lyn Sparling
Corey Smith
Father Tam
Matthew Grigsby
Peter Yensch
Kira (CEWA)
Henry Ford
Gay Criddle
Didge Boys (Rangeway PS)
CEWA Geraldton
St John’s School Students

Bishop Michael
Father Larry
Father Bernard
Sister Flora Ricupero
Brenda Sharp
Damien O’Malley
Oscar Cook
St Francis Xavier PS
O’Malley Family
St John’s School Staff
Sis McDonald

Kevin Osborn
Father Robert
Louise Dalgety
Nagle Catholic College
Leanne Hodge
Hodge Family
Jaimee Davies
St Lawrence’s PS
CEWA
St John’s Parish

My sincere apologies if we have inadvertently missed someone

Thank You

May Christ’s blessings be with you and your family this Christmas.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
Principal

Religious Education News

Final Mass for the Year
Tomorrow at 9.00am, we will complete the school year with a Thanksgiving Mass in the St John’s Church. We would love as
many parents/carers and families as possible to join with us at the Mass.
Advent
This Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent. The third Sunday of Advent is also called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word
that means ‘rejoice’. This Sunday of Advent is marked by the lighting of a pink candle instead of a purple one. It is a reminder
that the Advent season is a season of joy.
Fruit of the Spirit
This is the third and final week, St John’s School will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Self-Control:
Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is admirable, if anything, is excellent or praiseworthy think about such things.
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me put it into practice. And the God of peace will be with
you.
(Philippians 4: 8-9)
In this letter to the Philippians, Saint Paul reminds us to focus on things in our lives that are true and good. Through doing so, we
open ourselves wholly up to the peace of God, rather than the temptation of sin.
Year Six Graduation
The Year Six Graduation took place on Tuesday night. The Year Six students represented themselves, their families and St John’s
School with maturity, reverence and sincerity.
Thank you to all of the family members and friends who came along to support the Year Six students. Our gratitude is also
extended to Father Larry for presiding over the Mass. To the staff who assisted before, during and/or after the Graduation Mass
and Supper, thank you!
Finally, I would like to say thank you to Louis Pacheco who volunteered to be the altar server, as well as Ella Nguyen, who
assisted with the PowerPoint and music. Your support is greatly appreciated.
Christmas Wishes
Wishing all our families at St John’s School a safe and festive season. We will see you back on
Monday 3rd February 2020. May the peace of the newborn Christ be with you all during this festive
season.
Brett Love - Assistant Principal – Religious Education

Leader of Special Projects News

Choir Performance at Christmas on the Terrace
Our fantastic Choir will be performing at Christmas on the Terrace tonight, between 5:10pm and 5:40pm in
the Rocks Laneway. If you are down there, please show them your support by stopping by to listen to their
beautiful singing.
Reports
Reports were sent home with the students yesterday. If you have not yet received a copy, please check your
child’s school bag. If you have any questions regarding the report, please feel free to make an appointment to speak to your
child’s teacher.
Foodbank and St Vincent De Paul Food Drive
The food that was donated to the St John’s School Food Drive, to assist Foodbank and St Vincent De Paul over the Christmas
season, was dropped off and collected on Tuesday. The donations were gratefully received by both agencies and will assist many
families over the Christmas season. The following email was received from Foodbank after they collected the donations.
Thanks to all involved in collecting your donation.
Have just weighed in your efforts – you’ve supplied the equivalent of 320 meals. Greatly appreciated!
Thank you to everyone who very generously provided food for this worthy cause!
Swimming 2020
St John’s School 2020 In Term Swimming Program for Years One to Six, will commence on Wednesday 5th February 2020
(first week of school). All swimming notes should have been returned to the classroom teacher. Please put this date into your
calendar.
Thank You
I would like to say thank you to the St John’s School staff, students and school community for your support throughout the year. I
thoroughly enjoyed working with you all and look forward to 2020 when I do not have to write a segment for the newsletter each
week! I wish everyone a very happy Christmas filled with happiness and love and look forward to seeing you all again next year.
Kylie Murphy - Leader of Special Projects

P&F News

The P&F would like to wish everyone in our School Community a safe and Merry Christmas. Enjoy the break and we look
forward to seeing everyone in 2020!
Thank you to everyone who bought or sold raffle tickets in our recent raffle. The raffle was drawn at our Concert last Friday,
6 December. The results were:
First Prize
Second Prize
Third Prize
Fourth Prize
Permit# LS213612419

Shane Miller
Tristan Reed
Ben Schmidt
Rory Monaghan

Ticket#1777
Ticket#2140
Ticket#2284
Ticket#2321

The St John’s School P&F is very appreciative of our generous prize donors. We thank Mr Ian Blayney MLA, Leon Baker
Jewellers and Transwest Tyres.
P&F Committee

DODGEBALL - TEACHERS VERSES STUDENTS

Fun had by all!

