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Welcome Back
Welcome back to St John’s School and to the 2020 school year. I hope that
all families had a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year. I have had the
pleasure of hearing lots of holiday tales from the students and its sounds like
lots of fun was had by all!
On Monday, we welcomed many new students and their families to St John’s
School. Our new enrolments are scattered across all year levels and we are
delighted to have these students as part of our school family. It has also been an exciting week for the
Kindy Class as they started their learning journey on Tuesday. There were a few tears from the students,
and parents, but they have settled extremely well. The first day of school, whether it be as a Kindy
student or a student in a new school, can be filled with mixed emotions. I know the staff and students
have and will continue to provide the support required to ensure a smooth transition and positive start.
Professional Development
Last week, the staff of St John’s School worked collaboratively for two days, undertaking professional
development across a range of subjects in preparation for the 2020 school year. On Thursday, we
reviewed the students’ medical and health considerations, and their learning needs, so that all members of
staff can collectively assist each student to reach their full potential. The Code of Conduct was revisited,
describing the minimum standards of conduct in all behaviour and decision making to ensure the safety
and well-being of students. Examining all components of the Crisis Management Plan provided an
opportunity to troubleshoot potential issues and address a range of possible scenarios.
Friday’s professional learning was focused on the students’ learning at St John’s School. We
commenced work on our Vision for Learning, working with Mrs Helen Carrier, CEWA Geraldton School
Support Consultant, and then participated in a session where we explored the Western Australian
Curriculum and an planning approach that supports rich links across multiple learning areas to provide
opportunities for programme stacking so that all areas of the curriculum can be taught and learnt in a
meaningful, timely and productive manner.

I look forward to future sharing of our learning, progress and achievements as we work in collaboration
in the best interests of the students.
Friday Prayer Assembly
At 1.00pm on Friday, 7 February, the Year Four Class will lead us in prayer for all those who have been
affected by the bushfires across Australia. Students are asked to bring some loose change so we can
make a coin trail with all proceeds being donated to the bushfire appeal. Please refer to the note that was
sent home on Monday. Thank you, Mr Matthews and Mr Love for facilitating this initiative.
Regional Commissioning Mass
Tomorrow afternoon, staff from all Catholic schools in the Geraldton region will come together for the
Regional Commissioning Mass. At the Mass, Bishop Michael will bless all the staff in the region as they
undertake their calling to educate the children in their care in a Catholic educational setting. The Mass is
at St Francis Xavier Cathedral in Geraldton, commencing at 4.30pm, and as such, staff will be leaving
school in a timely manner to ensure punctuality.
Novel Coronavirus
Over the past week, two notes have been distributed to all families in relation to the Novel Coronavirus.
The first note was communicated to all families via a text message and the second note was sent home on
Tuesday in hard copy format. Both notes can be found on the School Website. Please know that I am
getting daily updates from CEWA in relation to the Novel Coronavirus, ensuring the health and safety of
all members of the St John’s School Community is paramount. Please do not hesitate to come and see
me if you have any further questions.
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Dates to Remember
Dates can also be found
on the school website
FRIDAY 7th February

Prayer Assembly - Year 41.00pm
Bushfire Appeal—Coin Trail
Swimming Lessons through
to Friday 14th February
TUESDAY 11th February
Reconciliation Parent Child
Meeting: 3.20 - 4.20
5.00 - 6.00pm
(Catholic Centre)
School Board Meeting
6.00pm
WEDNESDAY 12th Feb
Bendigo Banking
P&F Meeting - 2.00pm

FRIDAY 14th February
Prayer Assembly-Year 6 1.00pm
SATURDAY 15th Feb
Reconciliation Commitment
Mass 6.30pm - Cathedral

BOOKCLUB - 2020
ISSUE 1
Bookclub has gone home
with all students today.
Your order can be placed
either on line or with the
ladies in the office (please
include the money).
Bookclub issue 1 closes on
the 13th February

Principal’s News
Contact Details
Please ensure the School Office has the correct contact details for all students. This is vitally important should your child
require medical assistance but it will also ensure that any SMS (text message) is correctly received.
May your week be filled with lots of love from families, friends and neighbours.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Welcome
Happy New Year and welcome back to the start of another wonderful year at St John’s School. I hope you and your families had
a wonderful break over the Christmas and New Year period, and are ready for an exciting year ahead.
A very warm welcome to any new families, and particularly, our new students. To all families and students returning, welcome
back! Please find below a prayer for all students starting school this year:
Lord Jesus, I ask for Your help as I begin this new school year. Allow me to experience Your presence
in the many blessings You put before me. Open my eyes to the new challenges and exciting
opportunities that this new school year brings. Open my heart and mind to new friends and new
teachers. Give me a generous spirit to be enthusiastic with my studies and courage to accept new
opportunities. Help me to be attentive to my teachers and let me experience Your presence in my
new friends. Jesus, inspire me to do my best this year!
Amen
Prayer Service
As a result of Swimming Lessons being scheduled in the Morning Block, this week’s Prayer Service
will be on Friday 7th February at 1.00pm in the Undercover Area. Year Four will be leading the school
community in prayer. All are welcome to attend.

Fruit of the Spirit
Last year, you may have noticed weekly reflections with linked scripture to the Fruit of the Spirit. Again, St John’s School will
use the Fruit of the Spirit to guide our students to become faith-filled individuals, representing Christian virtues in all that they
do.
To begin the year, I would like to focus on the scripture where the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is identified. Please take a moment to
read Galatians 5: 22-23:

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.
Against such things there is no law.’
In class, under guidance from their teachers, the students will be encouraged to use the ideas and language of the Fruit of the
Spirit in their daily lives. The first Fruit of the Spirit to focus on will be the Fruit of Love. How will you show the Fruit of
Love?
Sacramental Program 2020
Students in Years Three, Four and Six who are baptised into the Catholic faith receive and celebrate the Sacraments. In Year
Three, students receive the Sacrament of First Reconciliation, in Year Four, students receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist
and in Year Six, students receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.
If your child/ren are not baptised and you wish for this to occur, please contact the Catholic Diocese of Geraldton on
9921 3221.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Next Tuesday, 11th February, at the Geraldton Catholic Centre (Cathedral Avenue), Reconciliation Candidates from St
John’s School are required to attend a Sacrament of Reconciliation Parent/Child Meeting. Please see below the available
meeting times:
3.20pm – 4.20pm or 5.00pm – 6.00pm
A representative from St John’s School will be at both meetings.

Brett Love - Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News
Welcome
Welcome to the new school year! I hope all our families had a wonderful holiday break and are transitioning back into school
routines with ease. It has been lovely to see all your smiling faces and I look forward to getting to know all the families within
our beautiful school community.
School Swimming Lessons
St John’s School has had a great start to swimming lessons this week. It has been pleasing to see students listening carefully to
their swimming teachers, following pool safety rules and showing perseverance in learning new swimming skills. Please find
below a table reminding you of the times your child will be departing school and participating in their swimming lesson during
Weeks 1 and 2.
Bus departure: 9.00am

Lesson 1: 9.15am – 10.00am

Years: 1, 4 & 6

Bus departure: 9.45am

Lesson 2: 10.00am – 10.45am

Years: 2, 3 & 5

A note with other relevant details about swimming lessons was sent home on Monday however, please see your classroom
teacher if you are unsure of any of the procedures and routines relating to swimming lessons. A reminder that students who miss
the bus to the pool will remain at school, supervised in another classroom. Please continue to ensure that all your child/ren’s
swimming belongings are labelled with their name.
Medical Updates and Health Considerations
It is extremely important that the school is aware of any medical conditions or other health considerations that your child/ren may
have. If you are new to the school or aware of any new medical conditions or other health considerations that may have
developed over the holidays, then please come and collect the appropriate forms from the Office as soon as possible.

For students with existing medical plans, new medical forms will be sent home in the coming weeks for your child’s medical
plans to be updated. These forms need to be completed on a yearly basis and, where necessary, signed by your doctor. Thank you
for your assistance in this matter.
Allergy Aware School
St John’s School is an allergy aware school. The foods that are particularly dangerous for some of our students are nuts and eggs.
We ask that students do not bring these foods to school in their lunch boxes.
Students are learning about ways they can help their classmates who have allergies stay safe. There are several posters around the
school reminding the school community of the steps they can take to do this. Most of the steps are common practise in our school
but it is useful for everyone to be reminded of these important steps.
The steps include;
Don’t share your food, especially with friends who have allergies.
Wash your hands before and after eating.
Know what your friends are allergic to.
If a schoolmate who has allergies becomes sick, get help straight away.
Your assistance to help keep everyone safe at our school is much appreciated.
Emma Pollard
Assistant Principal

Australian Bushfires Appeal Coin Trail
We are all aware of the bushfires that greatly impacted on the lives of many people throughout Australia. The loss of
lives, property and animals has been devastating.
Many people have already contributed to various bushfire appeals with money, food and clothing donations.
We would like to give our students the opportunity to also contribute by holding a coin trail appeal after lunch on Friday,
7th February. All students will be given the chance to add money onto the coin trail. We appreciate that families may
have contributed to other appeals and therefore should feel no obligation to contribute to this appeal.
Our last coin trail appeal to raise money after the 2018 Indonesian Earthquakes and Tsunami measured just under 25
metres and raised $173.
Thanks
Patrick Matthews

