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Season of Lent
Last Wednesday, the Season of Lent commenced with our Ash Wednesday School Mass.
Through Religious Education lessons, the Mass, our Friday Prayer Assembly and our
Caritas Australia Guest Speaker, Sister Jo Brady, the students are very well versed on
what Lent is all about, confidently explaining the call to prayer, fasting and almsgiving.
For us, as adults, to support our contemplation of our thoughts, words and actions during
Lent, I would like to share the words of Pope Francis, as below, and ask for each and every one of us to
reflect on what he is suggesting we fast from.

Sinite

Parvulos
Let the
Little
Children

Dates to Remember
FRIDAY 6th March
Prayer Assembly - Year 5
@ 8.45am
Reconciliation - Year 6 @
9.00am
TUESDAY 10th March
School Board Meeting 6.00pm
WEDNESDAY 11th March
Bendigo School Banking

THURSDAY 12th March
Evacuation Drill
(Please see Mrs Pollard’s
News)
FRIDAY 13th March
Prayer Assembly - Year 1
@ 8.45am
Reconciliation - Year 5 @
9.00am

SUNDAY 15th March
P&F Market Day
10.00am - 2.00pm

Specialist Learning Areas
At St John’s School, we offer a variety of learning areas as part of our mission to educate the whole child.
This week, I will provide a very brief snippet of Music, another subject of The Arts. Miss Lauren
Hewitson teaches Music to all year levels from Pre Primary to Year Six. Music has the capacity to
engage, entertain, challenge, inspire and empower our students. Learning music fosters imaginative and
innovative responses, critical thinking and aesthetic understanding, encouraging our students to reach
their creative and expressive potential. Every culture has music and is a way that we can express
ourselves. When the students actively participate in music as an individual or with others, they are able
to draw on their own experiences and traditions. For our Kindy students, Mrs Nicole Henderson
integrates music into all aspects of the day, providing rich exposure and experiences in the students’ first
year of schooling at St John’s School.

Good News Story
A lot of the students know that initiative is one of my favourite words. Whilst on morning duty this week, I picked up a couple
of students’ school bags that had fallen off the bench onto the ground. A little while later, I turned around to see a Kindy
student do exactly the same for a different bag that had fallen on the ground. So special to see this young person using their
initiative from such a young age and in the words of John Holt, “Children learn from anything and everything they see. They
learn wherever they are, not just in special learning places.”
May your children show you and your family love in the smallest of ways.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
Principal

Religious Education News

Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 6 March, the Year Five Class will prepare and lead the Prayer Assembly at 8.45am in the Undercover
Area. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Fruit of the Spirit - Love
This will be the last week the St John’s School Community will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Love:
Though the mountains be shaken
and the hills be removed,
yet my unfailing love for you will not be shaken
nor my covenant of peace be removed,”
says the Lord, who has compassion on you.
Isaiah 54:10-14
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia - Go Further Together
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness raising appeal. Millions of Australians
come together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. Every week, through
the season of Lent, I will highlight a Lenten story. These stories will
hopefully put a face to who receives some of the donations. This week we
hear the story of Phany:
Twenty-seven-year-old Phany, lives in a village in western Cambodia.
Struggling to earn a living as a rice farmer, she was forced to leave her
daughter behind in the village, to take up construction work in the city.
Then in 2016, Phany joined a Caritas supported program, learning more
productive farming and irrigation techniques. Her community learned to
work together for better water management, to combat drought.
Over 70 percent of Cambodia's population live in rural communities – and
farming family’s living in poverty are the most food insecure. Thirteen
percent of Cambodians live below the poverty line, while 35 out of every
1000 babies die due to malnutrition.

In 2016, Phany joined the Upholding Community Dignity Together program, where she learnt new farming techniques, such as
a drip irrigation system which enabled her to get a better yield from her vegetable crops and to conserve water for drier
periods. She also learnt how to grow vegetables and raise chickens and ducks. Phany’s community also took part in training in
health, nutrition, hygiene and disaster preparedness, arming them with better strategies to cope with environmental changes.
With your help, mothers like Phany can continue to uplift their communities, and provide food for their families. A brighter
future women, men and their families can start today. Let’s Go Further, Together.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tomorrow, the Year Six students will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Celebrating this Sacrament during Lent helps
us prepare for Easter through receiving God’s mercy and grace. Students who are not baptised will be invited forward for a
blessing.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation:
Tuesday 24th March at 6.00pm – St John’s Church
A Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat Day has been organised for Friday 20 March. This Retreat Day will be off site. Please
note: all Year Three children will participate in this Retreat Day.
If you are interested in having your child/ren baptised please feel free to see me or ring the Parish Office on 9964 1608 to make
an appointment to speak with Father Bernard.
Brett Love - Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News

Swimming Carnival
The St John’s School Swimming Carnival has taken place this afternoon. We hope all students enjoyed
the experience and were proud of their efforts. Thank you to all members of our school community who
were able to take part in the day, we appreciate your time and effort in doing so.
The Kindy, Pre-Primary, Year One and Year Two students also participated in their ‘Water Fun Afternoon’ activities today.
We trust that a fun and enjoyable time was had by all and, again, thank you to our families who were able to join us for the
afternoon.
Three Way Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) Meetings
Notes were sent home last week regarding the three-way PLP meetings for Pre-Primary to Year Six, which are taking place in
Week 6 on Tuesday 10th March between 3:15pm and 5.30pm and Wednesday 11th March between 3.15pm and 6.00pm.
Each meeting will be 15 minutes in duration. Class teachers will also offer an additional block of meeting times which is
outlined outside each classroom door. To schedule a meeting, please make a time on the booking sheet outside the classrooms,
or complete and return the booking slip that was sent home. These meetings are a wonderful opportunity to co-construct
learning goals, together as a team, for the benefit of your child/ren and their education. We look forward to seeing and working
with you.
Evacuation Drill
Next Thursday, 12th March, the whole school will be involved in an Evacuation Drill. These drills need to be carried out on a
regular basis to help us to evaluate and refine our plans so we can make sure everyone will be safe in the event of an
emergency. The students will be informed beforehand, so that they are aware that it is only a practise and they will not be in
any danger. Evacuation posters are in all classrooms and in the School Office for you to familiarise yourself with the planned
routes from each area of the school. If you happen to be in the school on the day, please follow the instructions of the
Evacuation Plan or of staff members.
Uniform
From Week 6, Uniform Slips will begin to be issued to students whose uniform, including shoes, jewellery and hair, do not
meet the school’s expectations. Please read below to see the uniform requirements for students in Year 1-6.
•
•

•
•

Girls’ Uniform:
School Dress
Black school shoes (not
sandshoes or boots) or
brown sandals (not surf
sandals) with St John’s
School white socks with
green band
St John’s School hat
School jumper

•
•
•

•
•

Boys’ Uniform
Grey shorts or trousers
Grey school shirt with
emblem
Black school shoes (not
sandshoes or boots) or
brown sandals (not surf
sandals) with St John’s
School grey socks with
green band.
St John’s School hat
School jumper

Sport Uniform (Girls and Boys)
Bottle green shorts
School sports shirt
Sports shoes (black and not
skate shoes) and St John’s
white socks with green
band
•
St John’s School hat
•
Sports jacket
•
•
•

Thank you to all the parents and carers who are supporting the school by ensuring that their child/ren are dressed in the correct
school uniform.
Emma Pollard - Assistant Principal Administration

P&F NEWS

Clean out your closets!
We are seeking donations of pre loved clothing for our stall at the market day. Please deliver all
clothing washed and bagged to the School Office.
Volunteers
Please keep an eye out for the volunteer rosters on the School Noticeboard. All help is appreciated to make a successful Market
Day. We have a meeting every Wednesday in the school library at 2.30pm if you would like to come along.
Gazebos
Are there any families that have a gazebo/s that we could borrow for the Market Day. Please let the School Office know or
email pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au if you can help.
Easter Raffle Tickets
Raffle tickets are due back on or before Friday 27th March. Please return all tickets sold or not sold. The raffle will be drawn
on Friday 3rd April.

Library News
BOOK DONATIONS - MARKET DAY STALL

We are kindly requesting donations of good quality fiction and non fiction books to
sell at the St John’s Market Day on Sunday 15 March.
Please drop off your book donations to the Library. Thank you.

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH

UNIFORM SHOP

Congratulations to our Senior Aussie of the
Month. This was awarded to:

St John’s School Uniform Shop will be closed on Wednesday
11 March.

Trevor

If you require any assistance please see either Tracey or Kym,
they will be happy to help.

Teaching kids essential swimming and water safety skills.
Every Tuesday in Term 1 & 4 from 4.00 - 4.30pm. Free pool
entry and swimming lessons including free fruit for
participants after each class.

