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Sacrament of Baptism
Recently, two students from St John’s School were baptised and welcomed into the Catholic Church. On
behalf of the School Community, I would like to congratulate Shelby and Darcy on receiving this very
special Sacrament of Initiation. I know it was a very significant day for both of you, your family, and the
School and Parish Communities. May God’s blessings always be upon you as continue to grow in faith
and love as members of God’s family.
Specialist Learning Areas
At St John’s School, we offer a variety of learning areas as part of our mission to educate the whole child.
Physical Education is the focus for this week. Over the course of the week, the students at St John’s
School have lots of opportunities to be physically active. These opportunities include play before school,
at Recess and Lunch, thrice weekly sessions of Daily Fitness, a weekly Bluearth lesson facilitated by Mr
Tony Scally and a weekly Physical Education lesson taught by the classroom teacher. We aim to provide
the students with experiences to support the acquisition of movement skills, concepts and strategies
across a range of presented experiences. In addition, the students learn how the body moves, how to
manage presented challenges and the benefits of being physically active. Personal, interpersonal, social
and cognitive skills are all introduced, practised and refined through movement based experiences.
P&F Market Day
Three sleeps to go! The P&F Committee has been buzzing like bees to ensure that the Market Day is a
roaring success. Whilst the aim is to fundraise to develop the early childhood outdoor area, we also are
endeavouring to continue to foster a sense of community and share our wonderful school with the wider
community. It is not too late to help. Please see the School Noticeboard, refer to the notes that have been
sent home, talk to the ladies in the School Office or chat to one of the P&F Committee members. We
need many hands to help ensure the day is a wonderful success.
Faction Swimming Carnival
We had a truly wonderful afternoon at the Faction Swimming Carnival last Thursday. The event ran very
smoothly thanks to the parent helpers, the staff and Mr Patrick Matthew’s co-ordination. We are also
very appreciative of the parents, friends and family members who came along to support and cheer. The
students participated with enthusiasm, healthy competition and exemplary sportsmanship. The final
results for the Championship Shield were:
First
Second
Third
Fourth

Batavia
Pelsaert
Abrolhos
Hayes

Blue Faction
Red Faction
Green Faction
Gold Faction

230 points
199 points
171 points
161 points

In relation to individual achievements, we congratulate the following students for their strength, skill and
expertise in the pool:
Junior Girls Runner Up Champion
Junior Girls Champion
Junior Boys Runner Up Champion
Junior Boys Champion
Intermediate Girls Runner Up Champion
Intermediate Girls Champion
Intermediate Boys Runner Up Champion
Intermediate Boys Champion
Senior Girls Runner Up Champion
Senior Girls Champions
Senior Boys Runner Up Champion
Senior Boys Champion

Ava
Lilah
Kai W
Toby
Madison M
Skylah
Will
Tallan
Charlee O
Maddison D & Ella M
Louis
Hamish Mi

Sinite

Parvulos
Let the
Little
Children

Dates to Remember
FRIDAY 13th March
Prayer Assembly - Year 1
@ 8.45am

Reconciliation - Year 5 @
9.00am
SUNDAY 15th March
P&F Market Day
10.00am - 2.00pm
WEDNESDAY 18th March
Harmony Day
Prayer Assembly - 8.45am
Orange/Cultural Dress
Special orders for Canteen
only today.
FRIDAY 20th March
Prayer Assembly - Spiritual
Ministry
Reconciliation Year 4 9.00am
Reconciliation Year 3 Retreat
Cricket Years 5 & 6 Eadon Clark Oval

P&F Secretary
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the St John’s School P&F is currently looking for a Secretary. The role of Secretary
includes communicating the P&F Agenda, taking P&F Meeting Minutes, assisting with the P&F School Newsletter articles,
but most importantly working with a great team of parents who work hard, mixed in with a little fun, all in the best interests of
the students at St John’s School. There is plenty of support and assistance for the person who is willing to take on this role. If
you think you fit the bill, please let one of the P&F Committee members know. Thank you.
Good News Story
My good news story of the week relates to the number of students who greet me, each and every morning, with a smile, a
cheery hello and use my name. I am also so appreciative of the many students who also ask how I am and how my day is
going. I feel especially blessed!
May the week ahead hold little moments of sincere joy.
Mrs Melissa Marquis - Principal

Religious Education News
Temporary Mass Changes by Bishop Michael Morrissey
Please find attached correspondence from Bishop Michael Morrissey. This information outlines practices in the Church that
will take effect immediately in order to mitigate any risk of contracting and/or transmitting Coronavirus (COVID 19).

Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 13 March, the Year One Class will prepare and lead the Prayer Assembly at 8.45am in the Undercover
Area. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
This will be the first week St John’s School will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Joy:
Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
yet I will rejoice in the Lord,
I will be joyful in God my Savior.
Habakkuk 3:17-18

Religious Education News

Project Compassion - Caritas Australia - Go Further Together
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness raising appeal. Millions of Australians
come together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. Every week, through
the season of Lent, I will highlight a Lenten story. These stories will hopefully put a face to who receives some of the
donations. This week we hear the story of Barry:
Father of four, Barry, embodies resilience and strength. Growing up in a tough
environment, he had to look inside himself to make the right choices for himself
and his family.
Barry, a Gamilaroi man originally from western NSW, remembers his early
years as a time of enormous hardship. He didn’t have a stable home or support
network and was mostly brought up by his grandparents.
He became a father in his late teens and was suddenly faced with responsibilities for which he wasn’t ready. He started drinking heavily, behaviour that he’d
witnessed previously.
Barry, and others like him, were able to take part in Red Dust Healing – a cultural healing program, which encourages participants to examine their own
personal hurt and allows them to heal from within. The program addresses family and personal relationships, and what may
have been lifelong patterns of violence, abuse and neglect.
Red Dust Healing Founder, Tom Powell, is humbled that the program has won numerous awards and helped over 16,000
people like Barry across Australia.

Today, thanks to the Red Dust Healing program, Barry is an inspirational father to his four girls and a respected leader in his
community. He now facilitates Red Dust Healing workshops and helps others through their healing process. A brighter future
for men, women and their families can start today. Let’s Go Further, Together.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tomorrow, the Year Five students will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Celebrating this Sacrament during Lent
helps us prepare for Easter through receiving God’s mercy and grace. Students who are not baptised will be invited forward for
a blessing.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation:
Tuesday 24th March at 6.00pm – St John’s Church
A Sacrament of Reconciliation Retreat Day has been organised for Friday 20 March. This Retreat Day will be off site. Please
note: All Year Three children will participate in this Retreat Day.
If you are interested in having your child/ren baptised please feel free to see me or ring the Parish Office on 9964 1608 to make
an appointment to speak with Father Bernard.
Brett Love
Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News
Three Way Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) meetings
This week, the three-way PLP Meetings for Kindergarten to Year Six commenced. Thank you to all the parents and carers who
attended the meetings. Your cooperation in working alongside the teachers to assist your child/ren with their learning goals is
much appreciated.
If you haven’t yet arranged a time to conduct a PLP, please meet you child/ren’s classroom teacher and organise a mutually
suitable time. It is an expectation that all parents/carers and their child/ren attend a PLP Meeting.
Harmony Day
Next week on Wednesday, 18th March our school will celebrate Harmony Day. The children will have the opportunity to take
part in several activities to celebrate our cultural diversity. Please refer to the note sent home last week for more information
about the day. It is certain to be a wonderful experience for all of our children.
Cricket Carnival
On Friday, 20th March, the Year Five and Six students will have the opportunity to participate in a
Cricket Carnival. Please ensure the permission note has been returned to school and refer to your
note for details of the event.

Administration News

NAPLAN
Information regarding NAPLAN was sent home to parents/carers of students in Year Three and Five today. NAPLAN is
designed to assess the literacy and numeracy skills of students on skills that students are learning through their regular school
curriculum.
Parents/carers can assist their child/ren to prepare by reassuring their children that NAPLAN is just one part of the way our
school assesses learning and that it does not assess all of the many gifts and talents they possess. Simply encourage your child
to their best on the day.
Another way to assist your child is to go onto the public demonstration site. This site provides students with the opportunity to
become familiar with NAPLAN platform, see different types of questions and related functionalities. This can be accessed at
nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.
If you have any queries or concerns regarding NAPLAN, please see your child’s classroom teacher.
Uniform
Thank you for your efforts in ensuring our students are wearing the correct school uniform. This week our focus is on
jewellery. The following jewellery is permitted to be worn at St John’s School:

One set of gold or silver sleeper/s or stud/s (no coloured stones)





Wristwatch
Signet ring
Religious medal attached to a necklace (to be worn inside of clothing)

We appreciate the continued support in ensuring all our students look their best and are following the school requirements in
regards to their uniform.
Emma Pollard - Assistant Principal Administration

