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Coronavirus (COVID-19)
A month ago I would not have thought that the world we live in would present as it does today. As
people on a local, state, national and international level take precautions to protect themselves, their
families and their communities from COVID-19, it is also important that our students can continue to
learn and that they can do so in an environment that is welcoming, respectful, inclusive and supportive to
all. This is especially fitting as we celebrate Harmony Week.
The Staff at St John’s School play a vital role in this ideal. Over the past few weeks, we have
endeavoured to keep education as the core business, continued to reinforce sound hygiene practices on an
everyday level and through Health Education, listened to and supported student worries and fears,
maintained a safe and happy environment, and focused on the wellbeing of all school community
members.
As the nature of our landscape continues to change and evolve, we will continue to provide updates to all
families through notes, SMS, Facebook and the School Website. As previously communicated, my door
is always open so please come and see me to discuss any aspect of the above.
Specialist Learning Areas - Languages
At St John’s School, we offer a variety of learning areas as part of our mission to educate the whole child.
In Week Seven, we will take a quick look at Languages for which Indonesian is taught by Miss Lauren
Hewitson for students in Pre Primary to Year Six. Languages enables proficient communication in a
language other than English by providing students with essential communication skills in that language,
an intercultural capability, and an understanding of the role of language and culture in human
communication. Learning Indonesian broadens students’ horizons to include the personal, social and
employment opportunities that exist in a world that is increasingly interconnected and interdependent. In
2020, the Kindy students will have exposure to Indonesian through ELLA, Early Learning Languages
Australia. Mrs Nicole Henderson is currently undertaking webinar training to build her capacity and
confidence in facilitating lessons that help the students to expand their knowledge of how language works
and apply these skills to other literacy tasks, such as listening carefully to sounds in words. More
information about this in the coming weeks.

P&F Market Day
As you are all aware, the P&F Market Day had to be postponed. I am very appreciative of the support
and understanding that I received upon this decision being announced. The event is to be rescheduled,
with a date to be determined, once our current state of affairs settle. I would like to thank all the ladies of
the P&F who dedicated so much time and energy into all aspects of planning and preparation. We are
well and truly ready for the re-scheduled Market Day.
Interschool Cricket & Swimming Carnivals
The Interschool Cricket Carnival scheduled for tomorrow, Friday 20 March, and
the Interschool Swimming Carnival scheduled for Wednesday 25 March have
been cancelled with tentative rescheduling planned for Term Four of 2020.
Thank you for your understanding in relation to these postponements.
Student Images on Social Media
A reminder to all parents and carers that we ask that you do not post photos that contain images of other
St John’s School students partaking in school related events on your personal social media accounts. We
need to respect the privacy and wishes of other parents/carers in relation to the positing of student images
on social media. Thank you for your co-operation in relation to this matter.
Enrichment at St John’s School
At the end of 2019, the Staff of St John’s School commenced work on what an Enrichment Program may
look like, sound like and feel like. At St John’s School, we recognise the innate dignity of each
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Dates to Remember
FRIDAY 20th March
Prayer Assembly CANCELLED

WEDNESDAY 25th March
Bendigo Banking
P&F Meeting @ 2:00pm Library
THURSDAY 26th March
Assembly - CANCELLED
FRIDAY 27th March
P&F Raffle Tickets due
Prayer Assembly CANCELLED
FRIDAY 3rd April

Closed P&F Easter Raffle
Draw

student and acknowledge our responsibility to make provision for the unique gifts and talents of all students in the school. We
endeavour to meet our obligation to enable all students to develop to their potential and one avenue to cater for this is through
an Enrichment Program which is being facilitated by Mrs Kylie Murphy.

As this initiative is in its infancy stages, we are taking each step of the process very slowly so we can ensure the execution of
the program is smooth and tailored for our school. As we undertake each step, there will be continual review and refinement to
ensure that we are best catering for the needs of the students. 2020 is a trial year and our experience this year will be used to
confirm how the Enrichment Program will operate in years to come.
At the present time, students in Years Three to Six, who meet the selection criteria, will be withdrawn from class to work with
Mrs Murphy every Friday. Students selected for Semester One will undertake a unit of work that focuses on STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering, Mathematics). In Semester Two, Literacy and The Arts will be at the core of the work that the
selected students will focus on. Please stay tuned for more details and if you have any further questions, please come and see
Mrs Murphy or me.
Harmony Week
This week we have been celebrating the many faces that make our St John’s School Community, and Australia, so rich and
diverse through our Harmony Week celebrations. Students have been undertaking in class based activities, given thanks
through prayer at our Prayer Assembly, enjoyed a performance from our Choir, participated in class rotations to have their
Polynesian Passports stamped, enjoyed delicious multicultural foods from the Canteen and enjoyed an incursion, MANA: The
Spirit of Polynesia. I would like to thanks Miss Lauren Hewitson and Staff of St John’s School for all the work they invested
to ensure the day celebrated our cultural diversity as we continue to respect everyone who calls Australia home.
Good News Story
For this week, it relates to all the students in the school. I am so appreciative of the way they accepted the news of the
postponed Market Day when I delivered it to them last Friday afternoon. Many students were disappointed, which was
understandable, but they listened and processed the news in the most exemplary manner for which I am very grateful and
proud. Well done, students!
I hope the coming week provides opportunities to be givers of joy.
Mrs Melissa Marquis - Principal

Religious Education News
Temporary Suspension of the Public Celebration of the Mass & Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion
All public Masses and Liturgy of the Word with Holy Communion at all churches and chapels across the Diocese of Geraldton
will be temporarily suspended from receipt of these directives on Thursday 19 March 2020. This temporary suspension of
public Masses within the Diocese of Geraldton is in place for an initial period of two weeks between Thursday 19 March 2020
and Wednesday 1 April 2020. Subsequent revisions and advice will be given prior to Wednesday 1 April 2020 in relation to
this temporary suspension. The Sunday Obligation for the faithful does not apply during this time of emergency
Cancellation of First Sacrament of Reconciliation – Reconciliation Retreat
As you are no doubt aware, there have been a lot of changes to events over the last few days due to COVID-19. We know that
this issue is something that affects everyone and precautionary measures need to be implemented to keep everybody as healthy
as possible. Following advice from Reverend Bishop Michael, the First Sacrament of Reconciliation and the Reconciliation
Retreat will be postponed to a later date, yet to be determined. Please read an excerpt from Bishop Michael’s directive to all
Catholic schools within the Geraldton Diocese below:
‘The hearing of confessions in the school setting is to stop given the close proximity of the Student and Priest until the situation
improves’.
Should you wish to discuss this matter further, please do not hesitate to contact the School Office.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
Prayer Assembly
Due to a change in circumstances, our School Prayer Assembly on 20 March has now been cancelled.
We will not be having Prayer Assemblies until further notice. Classes rostered on to lead the Prayer
Assembly will deliver the prayer over the microphone with students sitting in their classrooms.
Birthdays will also be announced over the PA and the pencil and sticker hand delivered.
Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
This week we again focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Joy:
‘So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you’.
John 16:22

Religious Education News
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia - Go Further Together
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness raising appeal. Millions of Australians
come together in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. Every week, through
the season of Lent, I will highlight a Lenten story. These stories will hopefully put a face to who receives some of the
donations. This week we hear the story of Sakun:
Thirty-two-year-old Sakun lives in a village in central-east India. She developed polio as a child and has difficulty walking.
Until now Sakun, an indigenous Gond woman, has been isolated in her community, unable to earn a livelihood and without
knowledge of government schemes that could help her.
Sakun lives with her sister in a rural area of Chhattisgarh, India’s poorest
state. Home to 26 million people, with 10 million living in poverty.
Life is hard in this region, and even harder for the state’s indigenous
people. Sakun belongs to the Gond tribal community which is amongst
India’s officially designated Scheduled Castes and Tribes. Historically
disadvantaged, they suffer higher poverty rates than other parts of India.
In 2018, Sakun joined a Caritas Australia-funded program which is
implemented by Caritas India and its local partner, Samarthan. Through
their strategic guidance and support, Sakun learned new skills and gained
important mobility.
Sakun now earns her own income and makes a small profit which goes
towards her family’s basic needs. She is more resilient, more confident and
more independent.
With your help, Caritas Australia can help uplift vulnerable communities and support the right of indigenous peoples around
the world. A brighter future for women, men and their families can start today. Let’s Go Further, Together.
“I can move around my village, visit community members and talk to them, I feel happy and my social life and network has
improved,” said Sakun. “It has also given me the opportunity to keep in contact with other people living with disabilities which
enabled me to express solidarity with them. Today I am given due respect in the village and community.”
Brett Love - Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News

Leadership Badges Presentation
This Monday 23 March, the Leadership Team will be presenting leadership badges to the students within the Student Council
and to those in the position of Captain or Vice Captain of a school faction. Photos of this presentation will be taken and
emailed to the respective parents.
Harmony Day
Yesterday, the students celebrated Harmony Day, engaging in many fun and diverse activities that celebrate our multicultural
community. The students also greatly enjoyed the incursion MANA: The Spirit of Polynesia, a fun and vibrant show, using
music and dance to engage the students. Thank you to Miss Hewitson for her wonderful efforts in co-ordinating our Harmony
Day celebrations. We also extend our thanks and appreciation to Mrs Smith, for giving students the opportunity to purchase a
variety of delicious multicultural dishes from the Canteen.
Assembly
Due to a change in circumstances our School Assembly on 26 March has now been cancelled. We will not be having School
Assemblies until further notice. Merits Certificates/Aussie of the Month will be presented to students in their classrooms.
Photos of this presentation and will be emailed to the respective parents.
Three Way Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) Meetings
This week, the Three-Way PLP Meetings for Kindergarten to Year Six have continued to take place. We once again thank all
our parents and carers for your time and valuable input in working alongside the teachers to assist your child/ren with their
learning goals.
If you haven’t yet arranged a time to conduct a PLP, please meet your child/ren’s classroom teacher and organise a mutually
suitable time. It is an expectation that all parents/carers and their child/ren attend a PLP Meeting.
Postponed School Events
Due to the recommendations and directives that the school is receiving in regards to COVID-19, you will notice that many
school events are needing to be postponed. Please be assured that these decisions are being made in the best interests of the
school community, as precautionary measures against the potential spread of the virus. We look forward to, as a school
community, rescheduling these events at a later date, when it is deemed safe and appropriate to do so.

Administration News
Uniform
Thank you for your efforts in ensuring our students are wearing the correct school uniform. This week our
focus is on shoes. Black school shoes (not sandshoes or boots) with St John’s School white socks with the
green band or brown sandals (not surf sandals) are permittable footwear with our school uniform. For days
that the students wear their sports uniform, they must wear black sport shoes (not skate shoes) and St John’s
School white socks with the green band. We appreciate the continued support in ensuring all our students
look their best and are following the school requirements in regards to their uniform.
Emma Pollard - Assistant Principal Administration

P&F NEWS
P&F Secretary
Due to unforeseen circumstances, the St John’s School P&F is currently looking for a Secretary. The role of Secretary includes
communicating the P&F Agenda, taking P&F Meeting Minutes, assisting with the P&F School Newsletter articles, but most
importantly working with a great team of parents who work hard, mixed in with a little fun, all in the best interests of the
students at St John’s School. There is plenty of support and assistance for the person who is willing to take on this role. If you
think you fit the bill, please let one of the P&F Committee members know. Thank you.

Geraldton Netball Association
Effective immediately, the Geraldton Netball Association has adopted the Netball WA’s recommendation that all club/school
training and grading competitions be postponed until the week prior to our 2020 season commencing, including social indoor
competitions. We will have more information after the meeting being held on the 25th March with all Club Presidents,
Secretaries and School Coordinators.

At this stage, our 2020 winter competition will not be starting until around 30th May.
We are working closely and in regular contact with Netball WA regarding this situation, and we will
communicate to all clubs and schools of any further developments. For all current and up to date information
regarding the impact on Netball please direct your members to the Netball WA Website
https://wa.netball.com.au/covid-19s-impact-netball-wa

LIBRARY NEWS
SECONDHAND BOOK SALE IN THE LIBRARY
The Library will be having a Secondhand Kids Book Sale in the Library at lunch time on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday next week.
Purchases will be coin donation – 50c, $1 or $2.

Thank you.
Natalie Riemer
Library Technician

