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Sacrament of Confirmation
Pope Francis has said, “Everyone who has received the Sacrament of Confirmation
has received the gift of the Holy Spirit, who guides them and gives them the strength
to follow God's will.” As the Year Six students prepare to receive the Sacrament of
Confirmation, the Holy Spirit, I ask that the St John’s School Community keep them
and Miss Erica Lee in their prayers. As the students get older and move from primary
to high school, and beyond, the strength of the Holy Spirit will be called upon to help
with the multitude of decisions they will need to make in their life. Year Six parents/
carers are asked to refer to Mr Love’s section for all of the pertinent information in
relation to the final Sacrament of Initiation.
Congratulations
Over the holidays, we welcomed another baby to the extended St John’s School family. Mitchell, from
Kindy, has a new little brother, Alexander. Our congratulations are extended to Chrystal and Nicholas on
the birth of their son. Wishing you every joy and happiness as a family of four.
Staffing 2020
I would like to advise the St John’s School Community that Miss Ashleigh Ryder has resigned from her
position as an Aboriginal Teacher Assistant at St John’s School. Our thanks are extended to Ashleigh for
the work she has undertaken over the past six months. Whilst Ashleigh may no longer be a staff member
at St John’s School, we will continue to see her as a parent and carer. This position will be advertised in
the coming days. Please feel free to share with family and friends.
Semester Two also brings some other staffing changes. Miss Carmilla Merritt has been appointed as the
Aboriginal Family Liaison Officer, working with Mrs Kylie Murphy to facilitate our Aboriginal
Playgroup, Mayu Biyamanha. I know Carmilla will be a valuable asset to the St John’s School
Community, working with our Aboriginal families and the young children attending our Playgroup.
Finally, Miss Leigh Golosky will be working in Kindy as a second Education Assistant. Mrs Raechel
Crocetta, Mrs C, will continue to work in a relief capacity prior to undertaking her teacher practicum in
the Year One Classroom.
August Census
Friday 7 August is Census Day with St John’s School required to submit information for the State
Government Census and Australian Government Department of Education and Training (AGDET)
Census. This data collection provides the community and government with information about schools
and students in Australia, collecting information on the numbers of students and staff per school, students
on a visa, students with disability, indigenous Australian students etc. Census informs part of the My
School website, giving parents and the community information about the needs of each school's students.
Governments use Census data to calculate funding and create informed and tailored policies for
Australian schools. Census reporting is required under the Australian Education Act 2013.
Regular school attendance is vital to help each individual student reach their God-given potential and
flourish. This is particularly true for Friday 7 August so that the State and Federal Governments are
provided with a true and accurate picture of the students enrolled at St John’s School. If your child is
absent on Friday 7 August, it is imperative that we receive a written explanation for this absence on the
first day he/she returns, for our records. This procedure is vital for our funding and audit purposes.
Thank you, in anticipation.

Dates to Remember
FRIDAY 31st July
Prayer Assembly Year 5
Student Council Meeting
WEDNESDAY 5th August
Bendigo Banking
P&F Meeting @ 6:00pm
THURSDAY 6th August
Assembly Year 6 - School
Hall at 2.20pm
FRIDAY 7th August
Prayer Assembly Year 4
THURSDAY 13th August
Jumps & Throws
FRIDAY 14th August
School Mass 9:00am

Principal’s Notes

Good News Story
After 119 days, students from Years One to Six came together with staff, as a community, for our first Prayer Assembly in the
Courtyard since COVID-19 restrictions were put in place. This gathering was a time of joy, community, belonging and prayer.
We are truly blessed and grateful to be able to safely come together as one big family.
Wishing you a week of receiving gentle prayers, thoughts, words and actions from those you come into contact with.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious News
Prayer Assembly – Spiritual Ministry
Tomorrow morning, at 8.45am in the Courtyard, the St John’s School Community is invited to attend our Prayer Assembly. If
you are intending on coming, please ensure you maintain a 1.5m social distance and sanitise your hands upon entry.
The Year Five Class will lead the school in prayer.
Year Six Sacrament of Confirmation – Important Dates
The Sacrament of Confirmation Mass will be held on Tuesday 15 September at 5.30pm in the St John’s Church.
A reminder that all students preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation must attend one of the Commitment Masses
below with his/her family. Please see below the times for the Commitment Masses:
The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be Sunday 2 August at 8.30am.
Alternatively, you can also attend the Commitment Masses in the St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the following dates:
Saturday Vigil 1 August at 6.00pm (Mrs Marquis)
Sunday 2 August 7.30am (Mrs Marquis) 9.30am (Mrs Pollard) or 6.30pm (Mr Brett Love)
Saturday Vigil 8 August at 6.00pm (Mrs Marquis)
A St John’s School representative, as noted above, will be present at all Commitment Masses.
The date for the Confirmation Parent/Child Meeting is today at 3.20pm and it will take place in the School Hall.
Attendance and participation at the Parent/Child Meeting are requirements and part of the preparation for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. Thank you, in anticipation, for your continued co-operation and support.
A Sacrament Enrolment Form was sent home last week for all students receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. This
Enrolment Form needs to be filled out thoroughly and returned to your child’s classroom teacher no later than Friday 14
August.
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary School Mass
On Friday 14 August at 9.00am in the St John’s Church, the school community will gather to celebrate the Feast of the
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. If you are intending on coming, please ensure you maintain a 1.5m social distance
and sanitise your hands upon entry.
Fruit of the Spirit
Again, St John’s School Community will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Gentleness.

Gentle woman, gentle woman,
Quiet light, quiet light,
Morning star, morning star,
So strong and bright,
Gentle mother, gentle mother,
Peaceful dove, peaceful dove
Teach us wisdom, teach us love,
Lyrics taken from Hail Mary, Gentle Woman (Carey Landry)
The above hymn, which I am sure many of you have heard before, was sang at my Nanna’s Funeral many years ago by my
Aunties. Even to this day, this hymn still reminds me of her gentle nature which she displayed her entire life. I bring this story
up as I truly believe the Fruit of Gentleness is so important to who we are as Catholics and indeed human beings. I pray that
God’s gentle hand touches all of you this week.
Brett Love
Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News
PLP Meetings – Next Week
Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) Meetings will begin next week. Please ensure you have booked a time using the booking
sheets out the front of classroom doors or alternatively via returning the request slip on the note. If you are unable to attend at
the times offered, please arrange a mutually suitable time with your child’s classroom teacher. These meetings are fifteen
minutes in duration and are used to discuss achievement of students’ Semester One learning goals as well as to review and
create new goals for Semester Two.
Parents and students will be requested to sanitise their hands upon entering and exiting the classroom for the PLP Meetings and
teachers will ensure that tables are cleaned between each meeting. If you or your child are feeling unwell prior to the meeting,
please ring the school to reschedule.
Assembly - Thursday 6th August
Our first School Assembly for Term Three will be held next Thursday 6th August. The Year Six Class is looking forward to
sharing their class item with us all. We look forward to once again inviting parents to join us for our Assembly, however we
request that only family members of the students performing attend. All guests attending our Assemblies will be asked to
sanitise their hands upon entering and leaving and to ensure they are maintaining the 1.5m social distance recommendation.
Until further notice, Merit Awards will continue to be presented in classrooms prior to the Assembly.
Book Week Parade - Term Four
Please be advised that in alignment with the decision made by the Children’s Book Council of Australia, St John’s School has
postponed the celebration of Book Week until Term Four.
Lost Property
We currently have many items of uniform in the Lost Property Box within the School Office.
Please come and take a look if your child has recently lost or misplaced anything. Please
check that your child’s belongings, particularly their jumpers, jackets and hats, are clearly
labelled, making it easier for us to return lost items.
Emma Pollard
Assistant Principal Administration

Eagles Cup Football
First game is this Monday, 3rd August.
The game will be played against Wandina Primary School, at Wandina, starting at
3.30pm.
Notes were sent home yesterday to those students involved. If a player is away from school on a Monday,
can parents please notify the school about whether the student will be playing or not that afternoon.

Hockey
Division 1 drew with St Lawrence’s 1 - 1
Half Field 1 defeated Wandina Blue 6 - 1
Half Field 2 defeated Wandina White 5 - 0
Fixtures for Saturday 1st August:
Division 1

vs

Wandina/Tarcoola

Grass 1

11.00am

Half Field 1
Half Field 2

vs
vs

Tarcoola
Wandina Blue

Field 2
Field 3

11.30am
11.30am

A reminder that fees are now overdue. Registration with Hockey Australia also needs to be done
immediately.
Patrick Matthews

NETBALL
Round 2 - Saturday 1st August
Grade
A Yellow

Teams

Time

St John’s v Allendale

8.30am

B Blue

St John’s v Wandina

8.30am

C Yellow

St John’s v St Lawrence’s

NETBALL
Results - Round 1
A Yellow: St John’s 9 defeated Mt Tarcoola 7
Best Players: Charlissa, Abigail & Meg
B Blue: St John’s 5 lost to Geraldton Primary 9
Best Players: Alyssa, Lucy & Alison
C Yellow: St John’s 2 drew to Bluff Point 2
Best Players: Milia, Ava & Rya

11.00am

Court
Redink
1
4

St John’s Athletics Carnival
The St John’s Athletics Carnival will take place on Friday, 21st August commencing at
10.30am. The children will be transported to the Little Athletics track in Wonthella by bus
and will also return to school by bus at the conclusion of the carnival. Parents may take
their children home at the end of the carnival but need to indicate this on the permission
form below.
All children need to be wearing their correct faction coloured sports uniform and need to
be wearing a hat and sunscreen. Children are not permitted to colour their hair at school or
at the carnival but may do so at home prior to arriving at school.
Children need to bring lunches and drinks or order them through the school canteen which
will be operating on the day.
Assistance is required to set up for the carnival on the Thursday morning. Any parents who
are able to assist are asked to contact Mr Matthews as soon as possible. We will also need
parents to act as judges on the day so please see Mr Matthews if you are able to assist.
The permission note below needs to be returned to the school by Friday 14th August.

I give permission for _______________________________ to travel by bus and attend the
St John’s Athletics Carnival on the 21st August at the Little Athletics Oval in Wonthella.
Please circle one of the following:
My child(ren) will be returning to school by bus at the conclusion of the carnival.
My child(ren) will be leaving the carnival with a parent at the conclusion of the carnival.
My child(ren) will be leaving the carnival with someone other than a parent at the
conclusion of the carnival
(Please indicate who this will be) _____________________________
Parent’s signature: ____________________________________

