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Peer Principal Review
Monday and Tuesday of this week were spent at a school in Perth assisting with a Peer Principal Review.
I always love going to other schools as it is like picking up a good book. The name of the school is the
book title and the blurb on the back is a general spiel about the school in a paragraph. As I walked
around the school, I became familiar with the setting, and the characters of the story, the staff, students
and parents. As part of the Peer Principal Review, I got to meet with the Principal, the staff, the students,
the School Board and the P&F. These meetings were a conversation about the past, present and future of
the school, the storyline, the journey. As I listened to the story, the different chapters of the school
unfolded in regard to Catholic Identity, Teaching and Learning, Community and Stewardship. As with
all good stories, we hear the detail of the events, the complications and the resolutions. My participation
in this Peer Principal Review was very rewarding and fulfilling, with lots of ideas, pictures and thoughts
being evoked. I also look forward to telling the story of St John’s School in two years time when I have
my own Principal Review.
Specialist Learning Areas 2021
Planning for 2021 is well underway! Part of this planning has involved a review of the Specialist
Learning Areas at St John’s School. Different schools will have different curriculum areas as their
Specialist Learning Areas. These decisions are based on a number of factors including, but not limited
to, the needs of the students, the school context, staff expertise, school identified areas of priority and
staff availability. In 2021, St John’s School will offer the following Specialist Learning Areas for
students in Years One to Six:
•
•
•
•

Health and Physical Education
Languages (Indonesian)
The Arts (Music)
The Arts (Visual Arts)

You will have noted that Digital Technologies (DT) will no longer be taught as a Specialist Learning
Area. In 2021, DT will be taught by classroom teachers. There is an expectation for teachers in a
primary school, that they understand and know all areas of the curriculum and this includes DT. Relying
on a Specialist Teacher to implement DT runs the risk of teachers not fully engaging with the curriculum.
As part of an integrated approach, classroom teachers explore connections between the underpinning
concepts and outcomes of DT and other learning areas. This approach may reduce time pressures in an
already crowded curriculum and create learning in context.
The Health and Physical Education (HPE) position will be advertised in the very near future. The
successful applicant will be required to plan, deliver and assess innovative and integrated lessons in
Health and Physical Education. In addition to the teaching and learning aspect of the role, the HPE will
be supporting the Leadership Team to introduce a number of programs and initiatives that we have
planned for next year. More details to come!
One other change to the structuring of Specialist Teachers is that they will only be responsible for
teaching students in Years One to Six, not the Pre Primary Class. The Pre Primary Class will have a
teacher, who is trained in Early Childhood Education, come in for the most part of one day per week to
facilitate their learning and provide the main PP Classroom Teacher with the required DOTT time. The
two teachers will collaborate to ensure that the curriculum is delivered in a manner that is play based,
integrated and reflective of the Early Years Learning Framework. The Pre Primary students will still
have engagement with all learning areas of the curriculum however, it will be delivered in the Pre
Primary learning environment and it will fully reflect best practice for students in the early years,
delivered by an educator who has had specialised training in teaching students in the early years. This
decision will also allow increased flexibility with the Specialist Timetable for students in Years One to
Six.

Dates to Remember
FRIDAY 14th August
Assumption of the Blessed
Virgin Mary
School Mass 9:00am
THURSDAY 18th August
School Board Meeting @
6:00pm
WEDNESDAY 19th August
Bendigo Banking
FRIDAY 21st August
Faction Athletics Carnival
MONDAY 24th August
PUPIL FREE DAY
THURSDAY 27th August
Assembly - Year 3 @
2:20pm

Principal News
If you have any questions in relation to any of the aforementioned changes for next year, please do not hesitate to come and see
me.
Good News Story
The Good News Story for this week travelled all the way to Perth to be heard. I was positively informed
about our on and off field participation in Monday’s Eagles’ Cup by a community member who has no
direct links to our school. This person noted how hard our students played, how much effort our students
gave to the game, the work of the coach, Rob, the support of a staff member, Mr Matthews, and how big
the family support group was for the team. Good news truly does travel far and fast!
This week, if our list of what we aimed to achieve does not meet what we actually have achieved, may we
have permission to be gentle with ourselves.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
Principal

Religious News
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary - Whole School Mass
Tomorrow, the St John’s School Community will come together to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary. The St John’s School Staff will lead this celebration.
If you are intending on coming, please ensure you maintain a 1.5m social distance and sanitise your hands upon entry.
Year Six Sacrament of Confirmation – Important Dates
The Sacrament of Confirmation Mass will be held on Tuesday 15 September at 5.30pm in the St John’s Church.
This celebration will be followed by a Supper in the St John’s School Hall which you are all invited to attend.
Fruit of the Spirit
Again, St John’s School Community will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Gentleness.
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness
and patience.
(Colossians 3: 1-2)
In this letter to the Colossians, St Paul reminds us of the beautiful truth about our new life in Christ, where we discover that we
are all members of His holy Church. We often explain this theology to the children by quoting, ‘The Church is not just a
building, we, the faithful, are the Church’.
Cloaked in the spiritual Fruit of Gentleness, our Church will be deeply centered on her mission to bring salvation to all.
Brett Love - Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News

Jumps and Throws
Congratulations to all of the students who competed in the Jumps and Throws event at school today. We saw some very
skillful and talented students across each of the events and it was wonderful to see their dedication and sportsmanship. Thank
you to Mr Matthews for all his hard work in organising this event and to Mr Love for his assistance in facilitating the running
of the day.
Faction Athletics Carnival
Next Friday 21 August is our Faction Athletics Carnival for Years 1-6. The event will commence at 10.30am at the Little
Athletics Oval in Wonthella. The students will be transported to the event via bus from the school. At the conclusion of the
event, students will come back to the school on the bus unless it has been indicated on the permission form that they will be
leaving the carnival with a parent or other adult. If you are available to assist at the Carnival please make contact with Mr
Matthews as soon as possible.
All students need to be wearing their correct faction coloured sports uniform, hat and sunscreen. Students are not permitted to
colour their hair at school or at the Carnival, but may do so at home prior to arriving at school.
If your child is ordering their lunch from the Canteen, they must have their pre-orders placed by Monday 17 August.

Administration News
A reminder that the Kindy/Pre-Primary Athletics Carnival is planned for Wednesday 2 September from 10.45am – 12.00pm.
More details will be sent home at a later date.
Student Absences
Did you know the school website has an online absentee form? The form for school absences can be found under the Parent
Information tab. We require that parents and carers notify the school of any absences and appreciate when this is done at the
earliest possible opportunity.
Secondhand Uniform Shop
Our Secondhand Uniform Shop is currently low on stock. If any families have any uniforms that
they are looking to pass on, we would love some donations.
Emma Pollard
Assistant Principal Administration

HOCKEY
Full Field

St John’s beat Geraldton Grammar 1 - 0

Fixtures Saturday 15th August
St John’s v Strathalbyn

11.00am

Turf

Half Field
St John’s 1 - Strathalbyn

St John’s 2 - Tarcoola
Fixtures Saturday 15th August
St John’s 1 v Waggrakine/Leaning Tree

11.30am

6

St John’s 2 v Strathalbyn

11.30am

2

EAGLES CUP
St John’s defeated Rangeway. Best Players: Bob, Louis, Tyler, Trevor and Toby.
Fixtures Monday 11th August
St John’s have a bye
NETBALL
Round 3 - Saturday 15th August
Grade

Teams

Time

Court

A Yellow

St John’s v Northampton

09.45am

2

B Blue

St John’s v Geraldton Primary

08.30am

2

C Yellow

St John’s v Geraldton Grammar 11.00am

10

NETBALL
Results - Round 3
A Yellow: St John’s - 14 defeated Wandina - 0
Best Players: Skyla, Charlissa & Abigail
B Blue: St John’s - 8 defeated Strathalbyn - 1
Best Players: Lini, Charlee, Skyla & Breanna
C Yellow: St John’s - 15 defeated Geraldton 1
Best Players: Kelly, Sienna & Indi

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH

Congratulations to our Senior Aussie of the
Month Sienna and our Junior Aussie is Roman.

