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Let the
Little
Children

Welcome to St John’s School
The beginning of Term Four saw the arrival of four new students, Lucas and Zander (Year Four), Levi
(Year Three) and Briella (Year Two). We are very happy to have you join the St John’s School
Community. I know that your peers will look after you and make you feel very welcome.
We also welcomed back Leroy (Year Two) and Connor (Pre Primary) after their short stay in Perth. It is
great to have you back!
Sacrament of First Eucharist
On Sunday, some students from St John’s School will receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist. In
receiving the Body of Christ, the students will receive the spiritual nourishment required for ongoing
faith development and the strength to spread the Good News. I would like to congratulate the following
students as they celebrate this sacrament for the very first time:
Ava
Amity

Lilah
Samuel

Heidi-Bree
Chaney

Lacey-Elizabeth
Iona

Toby

Ruby
Beau N
Kai

Erin
Joey

Isaac
Taj

Indi
Cooper

FRIDAY 16th October
Year 4 Reconciliation 9:00am
SUNDAY 18th October
Sacrament of First
Eucharist Mass - 8.30am
Mon 19th - Fri 23rd Oct
Year 6 Camp

The following students are to be acknowledged and thanked as they have participated in the Sacrament of
First Eucharist program and supported their fellow classmates:
Tyler
Shiloh
Beau W

Dates to Remember

Sienna
Ezmae

Staffing Announcements 2021
Staffing for 2021 has been a work in progress. Some positions still need to finalised but the following
staff appointments and movements can be confirmed in relation to the 2021 school year. An ongoing
Junior Primary Teacher position was advertised and the successful candidate is Miss Makeeli Watt.
Makeeli has been teaching at Our Lady of Mount Carmel for the last four years and has Early Childhood
qualifications. We are very pleased to welcome Makeeli to the St John’s School Staff. The School
Community will be notified of the specific year level that she will be teaching in the near future.
Mrs Gina Halford has been appointed as the part time Health and Physical Education Teacher for 2021,
working two days a week with students from Years One to Six. Gina has extensive experience in
teaching these two learning areas and we welcome Gina back to a more consistent teaching role at St
John’s School.
Mrs Natalie Reimer will be finishing at St John’s School on Thursday 22 October. Natalie has secured a
four day a week position at another local primary school. I would like to thank Natalie for all the work
she has undertaken since starting at St John’s School last year. Natalie’s position will be advertised in
the coming weeks.
Mrs Chris Gee has resigned from her position at St John’s School, finishing up at the end of 2020. I
thank Chris for her twenty-nine years of service to St John’s School and wish her a well deserved
retirement. A cleaning position will also be advertised in the coming weeks for a 2021 start.
Mrs Jane Smith will be also be leaving us at the end of the 2020 school year, moving to Perth for family
reasons. Jane has worn many hats during her time at St John’s School and we are very grateful for all
that she has contributed. Jane’s positions will be advertised in the coming weeks for a 2021 start.

FRIDAY 23rd October
Yr 5 Prayer Assembly 8:45am
MONDAY 26th October
Book Week
TUESDAY 27th October
Book Week Parade
Bookclub has gone home
with students today. Please
place any orders before
Friday 23rd October

Mr Tony Scally’s contract will conclude at the end of this year. I am very appreciative of all that Tony has done in the last
three years as the Physical Education/Bluearth Teacher. It is not a 100% goodbye to Tony as he will continue as a relief
teacher in 2021.
When the last pieces of the staffing jigsaw puzzle are put into place, the St John’s School Community will be provided with a
full outline prior to the 2020 school year.
P&F Market Day Thank You
In Term One, the P&F was scheduled to hold a Market Day. As you are all aware, the Market Day had to be cancelled due to
COVID-19. Several businesses who were to host a stall, kindly donated their stall fee to the St John’s School P&F, politely
declining a refund. These businesses have been acknowledged on Facebook but I would like to take this opportunity to thank
the following vendors for their generous donation:

•
•
•
•
•

Kylie Eastough - Ky’s Creations
Kerry Sawyer - Geraldton Coffee Van
Sharna Western - Ready Set Grow Child Care Centres
Michael Trowbridge - Big Softy
Catherine O’Brien - Shaved Ice

If any families are able to support any of the above business in the future, it would be very much appreciated.
Code of Conduct – Conduct Statement Five
Conduct Statement Five from the St John’s School Code of Conduct is, ‘You respect the dignity, culture, values and beliefs
of each member of the school community’. This guideline implores us to respect every member of the school community,
interacting with them honestly and respectfully. All behaviour and roles, within the school environment, must be carried out in
a fair and just manner, not prejudiced in any way. All planning and school based activities must demonstrate cultural
competence and if we witness any discriminatory behaviour, we are all obliged to take the appropriate action. The human
rights of every person within the school community are paramount.
This is a snapshot of Conduct Statement Five. The full transcript can be found at https://www.sjr.wa.edu.au/pdf/
policies_codeofconduct.pdf on pages thirteen and fourteen, including specific examples.
Good News Story
The Pre Primary Class are the stars of the Good News Story for this week. On Tuesday, they attended their very first school
Mass and they were amazing. The students listened, sang, prayed and followed the directions from their Year Five Buddies
very well. I am so proud of you, Pre Primary.
In the coming week, may we all look for the goodness in everyone we encounter, our loved ones, our friends, our neighbours
and those we do not know.
Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious News
Sacrament of First Eucharist
The Sacrament of First Eucharist Mass will be held this Sunday, 18 October, at 8.30am in
the St John’s Church.
We wish all our First Eucharist Candidates the very best as they celebrate this special sacrament with the St John’s Parish.
Sacrament of First Eucharist Retreat Day
Today, students in Year Four and First Eucharist Candidates from other year levels, attended the Sacrament of First Eucharist
Retreat Day. The day was a wonderful day of prayer, preparation and reflection. Thank you to Mr Patrick Matthews for
preparing and delivering this event for our students.
Year Four – Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tomorrow, students who will be celebrating the Sacrament of First Eucharist will receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in preparation. This practice prepares and forms our students to be fully open to receive the Body of Christ.
Socktober Wednesday 14 October
Socktober invites students to engage with developing world issues through understanding what ‘Sock it to Poverty’ means.
Yesterday, students wore crazy socks to school in support of this great cause. All monies raised will be gifted to Catholic
Missions Australia. A final amount will be made available in next week’s School Newsletter.

Religious News
Fruit of the Spirit
This is the first week the St John’s School Community will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Goodness.
‘In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in
heaven.” Goodness is not about doing elaborate things to gain recognition. Often times, it is the small acts of goodness
we do throughout our day that mean the most to those around us.’
(Matthew 5:16)
St Mary Mackillop 10 Year Anniversary of Canonisation
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the Canonisation of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop on 17 October. Please see a prayer
below in recognition of this anniversary:
PRAYER FOR MARY MACKILLOP’S 10 YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF CANONISATION
Mary MacKillop join us
in our gratitude on this
10th anniversary of your canonisation.
Be with us
in this time of crisis in our world
as we gather fresh courage around us
for working in God’s healing mission.
Keep us participating
as a people of the gospel
engaging with our neighbours
for the good of all
and serving with Christ
in our common home.
Holy Spirit strengthen us.
Amen
Brett Love
Assistant Principal Religious Education

Administration News

Welcome Back
Welcome back to Term 4! I hope everyone had a wonderful school holiday and have come
back feeling rested and recharged for the rest of the 2020 school year.
Dental Screening
Rangeway Dental Therapy Centre will be conducting dental screening for students in Pre Primary, Year 3 and Year 6
tomorrow, Friday 16 October. The dental screening will take place on the school grounds.
Book Week Parade
The annual Book Week Parade is scheduled for Tuesday 27 October for students in Kindy to Year 6. Students are invited to
wear free dress that reflects a character from a book of their choice. This year’s theme for Book Week is ‘Curious Creatures
and Wild Minds’. To help us adhere to COVID-19 regulations, this year’s Book Week Parade will be for students and staff
only and therefore parents will be unable to attend. Photos will be shared in the School Newsletter and on the School
Facebook page.
Book Fair
The Scholastic Book Fair will be taking place within the School Library during Week 4 from Tuesday 3 November to
Thursday 5 November. Students will be given the opportunity during class time to see what is available and write a wish list
to take home. Due to COVID-19 regulations, parents will be unable to attend the Book Fair this year, therefore if you wish
for your child to buy something from the Book Fair, you will be made aware of a day and time that your child can be sent
with money and staff will assist them in making their purchase.
Assembly - Week 3
Our first Assembly for Term 4 will take place on Thursday 29 October at 2.20pm. The Pre Primary Class will be
presenting a performance item for us to enjoy. We will continue to present Merit Awards in classrooms prior to the
Assembly.
Water Bottles
A reminder that students must be sent to school with a water bottle that they can fill up from the water fountains during the
day.
Emma Pollard
Assistant Principal Administration

