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Principal’s Notes

TERM 1 WEEK 1
4th February 2021

Dates to
Remember

Welcome Back
A very warm welcome back to the 2021 school year. It has been wonderful to hear all the
stories from the students about their Christmas and holiday adventures. There have been
smiles galore as I have heard about trips around our state, visits to the beach,
fishing, play dates etc.

Dates can also be found
on the School Website

This week, fifteen new students have been welcomed to St John’s School from Pre Primary
to Year Six. On Tuesday, we had twenty-six students commence their
education adventure in Kindy. The students have settled very well and all the parents were
very brave.

Monday 8th February
Year 5&6 Leadership
Day (offsite)

The new school year can present mixed emotions for our students and I know the staff will
work in conjunction with our families to ensure the students are supported in a positive
environment. I encourage all families to talk to the students about their day at school,
listening attentively, acknowledging their feelings and reassuring them that St John’s
School is a place where the children will have their story heard and be provided with a
wealth of opportunities.

Tuesday 9th February
Year 5&6 Leadership
Day (onsite)

Holiday Work
Over the holidays, lots of work was conducted at various locations around the school. This
work has been approved and funded by various stakeholders, including the School
Advisory Council and the P&F. The scope of work includes:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Remarking of the lines on the basketball and netball court
Security audits by a local security firm and an architect
Clearing of tree roots from septic tanks and future proofing
Removal of all Smartboards and installation of TV panels
Repairs to rusting shade sail poles in playground behind Year One and Two
Installation of a pin up board in the Resource Room
Initial planning to fix the cricket pitch
Construction of the Kindy/Pre Primary Naturescape Playground
Initial planning to repair some windows in the Kindy Classroom
Repairs to shade sails and impending installation
Replacement of three air conditioners

I would like to thank the School Advisory Council and the P&F for listening to the needs of
the students, staff and school and allocating the necessary funds. Parents/carers in the
School Community must also be recognised for supporting the
fundraising efforts of the P&F to raise the funds to install the new cubby house,
platform and swing. The students absolutely love it and we may need to set up a roster for
the big kids to have a play on it in the coming weeks.
Census
Friday 12 February is Census Day for the State Government Data Collection. It is
vitally important that all students from Pre Primary to Year Six are present on Friday. If
you son/daughter is absent, a written note of explanation must be provided to meet
guidelines. This Census has many purposes, one of which relates to funding so please
ensure your child is at school on Friday 12 February.
Good News Story
Our first snippet of good news must go to all the students of St John’s School for the way
they have settled into the new school year. I am so very proud of you and your smiles
bring great joy. It is so good to have you back.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Friday 12th February
Yr 5 Prayer Assembly
8:45am
Saturday 13th Feb
Reconciliation
Commitment Mass
SFX Cathedral 6:00pm
Sunday 14th Feb
Reconciliation
Commitment Mass
St John’s Church
8.30am
SFX Cathedral
7:30am, 9:30am &
6:00pm
School Advisory
Committee, P&F and
Staff Commissioning
Mass St John’s Church
8:30am

Let the Little Children

Religious Education
Welcome
Happy New Year and welcome back to the start of another wonderful year at St John’s
School. I hope you and your families had a wonderful break over the
Christmas and New Year period and are ready for an exciting year ahead.
A very warm welcome to any new families, staff, and particularly, our new
students. To all families and students returning, welcome back!
Year of Saint Joseph 2021
This year, Pope Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Joseph as
Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, Pope Francis has proclaimed a
‘Year of Saint Joseph’ from 8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021.
Little is written about Saint Joseph in the Bible. What the Bible does indicate is that Saint
Joseph was a loving father to Jesus and a loyal husband to Mary. He accepted
unconditionally God’s will for him and was completely obedient.
When referencing Saint Joseph, Pope Francis states, “Fathers are not born, but made. A
man does not become a father simply by bringing a child into the world, but by taking up
the responsibility to care for that child unconditionally.” This is the sense in which St
Joseph is described as within the Gospels.
Whole School Mass
Tomorrow, at 9.00am, in the St John’s Church, the school community will gather to
celebrate the beginning of the school year with a whole school eucharistic celebration. All
are welcome to attend. If you intend on coming, please ensure that social distancing is
maintained and you scan the QR code with the safewa app. Alternatively, please sign in
upon entry.
Fruit of the Spirit
Last year, you may have noticed weekly reflections with linked scripture to the Fruit of
the Spirit. Again, St John’s School will use the Fruit of the Spirit to guide our students to
become faith-filled individuals, representing Catholic virtues in all that they do.
To begin the year, I would like to focus on the scripture where the Fruit of the Holy Spirit
is identified. Please take a moment to read Galatians 5: 22-23:
‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and
self-control.
Against such things there is no law.’
In class, under guidance from their teachers, the students will be encouraged to use the
ideas and language of the Fruit of the Spirit in their daily lives. The first Fruit of the Spirit
to focus on will be the Fruit of Love. How will you show the Fruit of Love?
St John’s School Commissioning Mass for Staff, School Advisory
Council and P&F
On Sunday 14 February at 8.30am, the St John’s School Commissioning Mass for
Staff, School Advisory Council and P&F will take place. All are welcome to attend.
This Mass will also see our First Reconciliation candidates and their parent/carers make
their commitment to prepare for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. A note has
previously gone out to all Year Three students regarding this Commitment Mass.
If your child/ren are not baptised and you wish for this to occur, please contact the
Catholic Diocese of Geraldton on 9921 3221. Alternatively, please come and speak to
me and I will arrange a meeting with Father Bernard.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Sinite Parvulos

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year
6

LUNCH TIME IN THE
LIBRARY
The Library is open at lunch times for
students to read, play board games
and/or play with lego.

DAMAGE TO BOOKS
Please advise the Class Teacher or
Library Technician of any book damage
so it can be repaired once returned to
the Library.
Damage to books can be minimised by
using:
- a waterproof library bag
- using a bookmark
- keeping books away from
pets, younger siblings and
food and drink.

Thank You

Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

Let the Little Children
Sinite Parvulos

Administration News
Welcome
Welcome to the new school year! I hope all our families had a wonderful holiday
break and are transitioning back into school routines with ease. It has been lovely
to see all your smiling faces and I look forward to getting to know all the new
families within our beautiful school community.

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

School Swimming Lessons
Our Swimming Lessons commence on Monday 22 February. These lessons are
for students from Pre Primary to Year Six. The program will run for eight days
as outlined below:

Term One Meetings
Week Three
Wednesday 17 February

Monday 22 February - Swimming Lessons
Tuesday 23 February - Swimming Lessons
Wednesday 24 February - NO SWIMMING LESSONS
Thursday 25 February - Swimming Lessons
Friday 26 February - Swimming Lessons
Monday 1 March - NO SWIMMING LESSONS
Tuesday 2 March - Swimming Lessons
Wednesday 3 March - Swimming Lessons
Thursday 4 March - Swimming Lessons
Friday 5 March - Swimming Lessons
Permission Notes will be sent home next week.
Medical Updates and Health Considerations
It is extremely important that the school is aware of any medical conditions or
other health considerations that your child/ren may have. If you are new to the
school or aware of any new medical conditions or other health considerations that
may have developed over the holidays, then please come and collect the
appropriate forms from the Office as soon as possible.
For students with existing medical plans, new medical forms will be sent home in
the coming weeks for your child’s medical plans to be updated. These forms need
to be completed on a yearly basis and, where necessary, signed by your doctor.
Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Allergy Aware School
St John’s School is an allergy aware school. The foods that are particularly
dangerous for some of our students are nuts and eggs. We ask that students do
not bring these foods to school in their lunch boxes.
Students are learning about ways they can help their classmates who have allergies stay safe. There are several posters around the school reminding the school
community of the steps they can take to do this. Most of the steps are common
practise in our school but it is useful for everyone to be reminded of these
important steps.
The steps include:
Don’t share your food, especially with friends who have allergies.
Wash your hands before and after eating.
Know what your friends are allergic to.
If a schoolmate who has allergies becomes sick, get help straight away.
Your assistance to help keep everyone safe at our school is much appreciated.

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

P&F News

Week Six
Wednesday 10 March
Week Nine
Wednesday 31 March
Meetings commence at
6:00pm and are hosted
in the Staffroom.
Everyone is welcome to
attend.
Thank You
Thank you to the
following people for
assisting with the
removal of the old metal
playground and cubby
house:
Tristan Reed, Gerard
Marquis, Callum
Marquis, Golosky family
and friends. We
appreciate your time,
skills and efforts.

Perth Hills Bushfires Appeal Coin Trail

We are all aware of the bushfires that are greatly impacting on the lives of many people in the Perth hills. The loss of
property and animals has been devastating.
Many people have already contributed to various bushfire appeals with money, food and clothing donations.
We would like to give our students the opportunity to also contribute by holding a coin trail appeal after lunch on
Wednesday, 10th February. All students will be given the chance to add money onto the coin trail. We appreciate
that families may have
contributed to other appeals and therefore should feel no obligation to contribute to this appeal.
Our last coin trail appeal to raise money after the bushfires last year measured just over 27 metres and raised
$320.00.

Patrick Matthews

SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Bookclub Issue #1 has been sent home today with all
students. If your child wishes to order please
complete the order form on the last page of the
catalogue.
Orders need to be in the School Office by
Thursday 11th February.

Information Booklet
An information booklet is available from the
School Office regarding the Child and Parent
Centre who is in partnership with Ngala.
This booklet provides details for up and
coming workshops, parenting line, Child
Health Nurse.

