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Principal’s Notes
Student Leadership
Recently, the Faction Captains and Vice Captains were elected by the students from Year
Four to Six. It is with much delight that I announce the following students as leaders for
2021:
Hayes (Gold) Captain – Madison
Pelsaert (Red) Captain – Will
Abrolhos (Green) Captain – Ecelini
Batavia (Blue) Captain – Oscar

Hayes (Gold) Vice Captain – Adam
Pelsaert (Red) Vice Captain – Alyssa
Abrolhos (Green) Vice Captain – Jaymee
Batavia (Blue) Vice Captain – Charlee

Congratulations on your appointment and well done to the students in Years Four, Year
Five and Six for selecting worthy recipients.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Last weekend, students, from the Year Three Class, and their parents/carers attended one
of the various Commitment Masses at St Francis Xavier Cathedral or St John’s Church as
part of their preparation for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. I thank these parents/
carers for supporting their son/daughter as they enter the next stage in their faith
development. Any parents/carers who were unable to attend Mass last weekend, are
asked to attend the final Commitment Mass scheduled for Saturday 20 February at
6.00pm at St Francis Xavier Cathedral.
CEWA Leaders’ Forum
On Monday 22 February, Mrs Emma Pollard and I will be attending the CEWA Leaders’
Forum in Perth. Mr Brett Love will lead the school in our absence. I look forward to
sharing our learning with you next week.
St John’s School Staff, School Advisory Council and P&F Commissioning Mass
On Sunday, key stakeholder groups gathered at St John’s Church to be commissioned for
the 2021 school year. I thank all the staff, P&F and School Advisory Council members for
attending and pledging your commitment to your work for the students of St John’s
School. It was a beautiful start to Valentine’s Day.
Parents as Partners
This week, the School Advisory Council and the P&F have met for the very first time.
These meetings provide valuable opportunities for the school and parent communities to
work together in the best interests of the students. I thank the parents/carers who have
volunteered to assist the school through these two avenues and I look forward to working
together as we go forward into 2021.
Good News Story
Without a doubt, this week’s Good News Story relates to our beautiful school community
for answering the call to help our neighbours in the Perth Hills who were affected by the
fires. This initiative was initiated by a staff member and a student in Year Two, who
wanted to lend a helping hand. Their desire to serve others was generously supported by
all members of the school community and is a beautiful example of how we, at St John’s

School, speak, think and act to love one another.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
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Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found
on the School Website
Friday 19th February
Yr 4 Prayer Assembly
8.45am
Saturday 20th February
Reconciliation
Commitment Mass SFX
Cathedral 6:00pm
Monday 22nd February
Swimming Lessons
Tuesday 23rd February
Swimming Lessons
Student Ministry
Meeting
Wednesday 24th Feb
NO SWIMMING
LESSONS
Reconciliation Retreat
Day - Year 3
Thursday 25th February
Swimming Lessons
Student Council
Meeting
Friday 26th February
Yr 3 Prayer Assembly
Swimming Lessons

Let the Little Children

Religious Education

Sinite Parvulos

Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 19 February at 8.45am, the Year Four Class will prepare and lead the
Prayer Assembly in the Undercover Area. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Fruit of the Spirit
This week, we once again focus on the Fruit of Love. Scripture of the week:
‘Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.’
1 John: 4-16

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4

The Patron Saint of St John’s School, St John the Evangelist, wrote, ‘God is Love’ (1 John: 4- Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6
8). St John is calling each of us to live in communion with each other, just as God lives in
communion with us. God’s love is very different from human love. God's love is
unconditional, and it's not based on feelings or emotions. He doesn't love us because we're
LUNCH TIME IN THE
lovable or because we make Him feel good; He loves us because He is love.

LIBRARY

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
For those who were unable to attend last weekend’s Commitment Masses, please note the
final Mass that can be attended is Saturday 20 February at 6.00pm at the SFX
Cathedral. It is a requirement that all Reconciliation Candidates from St John’s School
attend a Sacrament of Reconciliation Commitment Mass.
Next Wednesday 24 February, students in Year Three will participate in a Reconciliation
Retreat Day. This Retreat Day will be onsite. A note regarding this day has been sent home.
The Sacrament of First Reconciliation for St John’s School will be held on Tuesday 2 March
at 5.30pm at the St John’s Church.
Ash Wednesday Mass
Yesterday, the school community celebrated the commencement of the season of Lent with
the Ash Wednesday Mass. This Mass was led so reverently by the Spiritual Ministry. Thank
you to Father Bernard for presiding over the Mass and inviting us all to pray, fast and alms
give this Lenten season.
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia – Be More

Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising and awareness
raising appeal. Millions of Australians come together in solidarity with the world's poor
to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity. Every week, through the
season of Lent, I will highlight a Lenten story. These stories will hopefully put a face to
those who receive some of the donations. This week we hear the story of Jamila:
Twenty-two-year-old, Jamila, is a single mother, living in the
world’s largest refugee camp in in Bangladesh. A Rohingya
woman, she fled the armed conflict in Myanmar’s Rakhine
State to save herself, her elderly mother and eight-month-old
baby daughter. Having been abandoned by her husband,
she faced life in the camp on her own. Hundreds of thousands of
Rohingya people, have crossed into Bangladesh since August 2017.
Over 1.3 million people remain in the densely populated camps,
in desperate need of humanitarian assistance.
Thanks to the generosity of Caritas Australia’s supporters and through our
partnership with Caritas Bangladesh, Jamila had access to emergency food and shelter.
Then, as her stay in the camp stretched on, Jamila joined the Women Friendly Spaces
project where she received counselling and emotional support. She learnt about health
and hygiene, participated in a parenting program and learnt sewing skills, to help her to
earn an income. Jamila now has a sense of community around her and feels less alone

and more supported - and she is able to ‘Be More’ to her family.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The Library is open at lunch times for
students to read, play board games and/
or play with lego.
Wednesday and Thursdays only

RETURNING OF BOOKS
If your child returns their library book on
time, they will go into the weekly draw
to win a fabulous prize. Please
remember to hand your library books in
on time.

Thank You
Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

Let the Little Children
Sinite Parvulos

Administration News
Permission for the Use of Photographs Note - Reminder
A reminder to please ensure all Permission for the Use of Photographs notes have
been returned to your child’s Classroom Teacher.
Assembly
Congratulations to the Year One Class on presenting the first Assembly item of the
year! It was an entertaining performance and we could see the hard work and practise that went into it. Our next Assembly will take place on Thursday 11 March at
2.20pm, where we will enjoy a performance from our School Choir.
Swimming Lessons
Thank you to everyone for the prompt return of swimming
permission slips and enrolment forms. The students are
all getting very excited about commencing their swimming
lessons on Monday 22 February. A reminder to please
ensure that your child has all their belongings clearly labelled.
Students are permitted to wear thongs to and from the pool,
however they must be in their school shoes before and after
their swimming lessons. Please note that there will be
no swimming lessons on Wednesday 24 February and students will remain at school
as usual. There will also be no lessons on Monday 1 March due to the Public Holiday.
Swimming Carnival
The St John’s School Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 12 March. This
Swimming Carnival is for students in Years 3-6. Your child/ren will nominate for
their individual events. Please note the Aquarena will be charging a spectator fee to
all parents and family members attending the carnival. Further information will be
provided in the coming weeks.
Kindy, Pre-Primary, Year One and Year Two students will participate in Water Fun
Afternoons during Week 6. More details will be provided at a later date.

Three Way Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) Meetings
A reminder that PLPs will be held in Week Six of Term One, on the 10th and 11th of
March, after school. The meetings are in 15 minute timeslots. All parent/carers are
required to organise a meeting time with their child’s teacher to set English and
Mathematics goals for Semester One. These meetings are a wonderful opportunity
for families and the school to work in partnership to benefit the education of the
child/ren. Please start discussing with your child/ren what they are learning and
what they may like to improve, in preparation for the meetings. We look forward to
seeing you and working with you to develop these goals. Notes will go home next
Tuesday 23 February and booking sheets will be placed out the front of classrooms
on Wednesday 24 February.

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
Easter Raffle
Dear Families,
It is Easter Raffle time
again! The P&F request
your support for one of
our most popular
fundraisers!
A book of 20 tickets per
family will be coming
home soon.
We are also asking
families to donate an
Easter treat such as a
chocolate egg or bunny
to add to the raffle
prizes. Next week, there
will be boxes in each
classroom to place your
donation. We are also
on the hunt for baskets
to assemble the prizes.
Tickets will be $1.00
each (20 tickets
included). Extra books
will be available from
the office once they
have been sent home.
Please keep an eye out
for the tickets next
week.
Thank you,
St John’s School Parents
and Friends’ Association

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

HOCKEY
The students below have returned notes giving them permission to play hockey for the school in 2021.
Each team still requires one or two more players so if your child is interested, please let Mr Matthews know as soon as
possible.
Division 1 (11 a side)

Division 2 (9 a side)

Half Field (6 a side)

Oscar W

Mac H

Kira O

Will R

Jayden J

Lewis B

Brendon M

Aroha T

Zavier C

Lilah B

Nate O

Logan W

Amber O

Jaxson M

Dan B

Lacey E

Ella O

Mitchell P

Kai W

Elizabeth M

Ashley B

Isaac F

Matari T

Lachlan W

Tyler B

Luke H

Cooper P
Ben W

