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Principal’s Notes

Dates to
Remember

Congratulations
Congratulations to the Harrington family on the recent arrival of your son/brother,
Hugo. Mac and Luke are very proud big brothers. May you all enjoy the new addition
to the family, spoiling him with lots of love.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation
The following students will be receiving the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time next Tuesday evening:
Jack

Max

Corby

Darci

Sienna

Kelly

Darcy

MacKenzie

Isaac

Luke

Lucas

Cheyne

Elizabeth

Vienna

Matari

Dates can also be found
on the School Website
Friday 26th February
Yr 3 Prayer Assembly
8.45am
Monday 1st March
PUBLIC HOLIDAY
NO SCHOOL

I congratulate them for the work they have undertaken to prepare for this Sacrament
which is filled with God’s love and mercy. Please keep them in your prayers as they
commit to the final stages of their preparation.

Tuesday 2nd March
Swimming Lessons
First Reconciliation
Liturgy 5.30pm

The following students must also be recognised as they have also participated in the
program and supported their class mates along the journey. I thank them for their
work, collaboration and friendship:

Wednesday 3rd March
Swimming Lessons

Samson

Azelia

Leroy

Chol

Wesley

Ella

Lillie-Rae

Jett

William

Chloe

Beau

CEWA Leaders’ Forum
On Monday, Mrs Emma Pollard and I attend the Catholic Education Western Australia
(CEWA) Leaders’ Forum, joining approximately 500 other leaders from CEWA.
Throughout the day, various presenters addressed the attendees on a range of
matters.
One quote struck a chord with me on a personal and professional level. Bishop
Gerard Holohan, Bishop of the Diocese of Bunbury, said, “Staff at a Catholic school
provide more than pastoral care, they provide self-less love.” All staff in Catholic
schools are required to provide equitable education, providing fair access to the
parents/carers who are choosing to send their child to a Catholic school, specifically,
St John’s School.
It is essential that the safety and security of the students is our number one priority.
These are the pre-conditions for student growth and it is on this journey that Jesus
will walk with us as our guide and companion. Working in a Catholic school, we are
all called to serve those who are in need. We are called to be Christ centred, child
focused communities as we undertake the task of educating your children.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Thursday 4th March
Swimming Lessons
Friday 5th March
Swimming Lessons
Yr 6 Prayer Assembly
8:45am
Yr 4 Reconciliation
9:00am

Issue 2 Bookclub has
gone home today
with all students.
Please place your
orders by 4th March.
Thank You.

Let the Little Children
Sinite Parvulos

Principal’s Notes
Good News Story
Over the course of the past week, I have had two guest coaches from two different
sports comment on the behaviour of the students at St John’s School. One visiting
coach said the students were some of the best behaved that he has worked with in
his very extensive coaching career and the other reported that it was an absolute
pleasure to work with the students and he thoroughly enjoyed his time at the school.
Both gentlemen are not telling me anything I do not already know! Our students are
amazing and deserve every accolade that they have earnt because of their continued
hard work and efforts.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 26 February at 8.45am, the Year Three Class will prepare and lead
the Prayer Assembly in the Undercover Area. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Fruit of the Spirit
This week, we once again focus on the Fruit of Love. 1 Corinthians 13: 1-7
Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects,
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation Retreat Day
Yesterday, students in Year Three participated in a First Reconciliation Retreat Day. This
Retreat Day was hosted onsite. This Retreat provided our Year Three students with
another opportunity to further develop their understanding on the Sacrament of
Reconciliation.
Thank you to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for coordinating this Retreat Day and the parent
Helpers, Mary Gee and Jen Wolverton, who assisted.
Sacrament of First Reconciliation
On Tuesday 2 March at 5.30pm, students in Year Three will celebrate the Sacrament of First
Reconciliation.
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia – Be More
Project Compassion is Caritas Australia's annual Lenten fundraising
and awareness raising appeal. Millions of Australians come together
in solidarity with the world's poor to help end poverty, promote
justice and uphold dignity. Every week, through the season of Lent,
I will highlight a Lenten story. These stories will hopefully put a
face to those who receive some of the donations. This week we
hear the story of Margaret

Margret, 39, is a teacher at a vocational school for deaf students in the Solomon Islands. She was born deaf, so she knows the challenges it poses to education and employment.

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6

WEEKLY NEWS
This week the library launched The Battle
Of the Return Books. Each year group will
compete to have the least number of
overdue books each week.
The winning class will display the St John’s
School Library Trophy for the week. At
the end of the term, the class with the
most weekly wins will all receive a special
surprise and bragging rights as the winner
of The Battle of the Return Books!
Last week’s winner was YEAR 4. Thank
you Year 4 for having no overdue library
books.

Thank You
Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

Let the Little Children

Religious Education

Sinite Parvulos

The school faced water shortages for about half the year. Staff and students
would walk for up to half an hour to collect water for drinking, cooking, washing
and growing vegetables. Then in April 2020, amidst the threat of COVID-19,
Tropical Cyclone Harold struck, damaging school buildings and its vegetable
garden.

P&F News

With Caritas Australia’s support, Margret’s school installed eight large water
tanks and provided cyclone-proof materials to repair the damage. It also helped
the school to implement COVID-19 prevention measures, providing fabric for
students to make face masks.

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

Margret’s school now has enough safe water to supply the school’s population of
150 and has the capacity to cater for more students. It plans to boost food
security, by increasing its agricultural production. This will improve nutrition and
boost the school’s income, while building resilience to future disasters.
Margret hopes that the school can aspire to ‘Be More’.

Dear Families,
It is Easter Raffle time
again! The P&F request
your support for one of
our most popular
fundraisers!
A book of 20 tickets per
family has gone home.

“I am proud that our school community works together with Caritas Australia as
our partner in ensuring that we live in a healthier environment,” Margret says.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Administration News
Swimming Lessons
Swimming lessons have got off to a fantastic start! Thank you to all our families for
helping to ensure all students are organised and well prepared. Please keep checking
that all belongings are clearly labelled with your child’s name as we already have some
items of lost property. Thank you also to our wonderful students who have been
showing exceptional behaviour during their swimming lessons as well as great
development of their swimming skills. We look forward to continuing our lessons next
week.
Swimming Carnival
The St John’s School Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 12 March, commencing
at 12.30pm. This Swimming Carnival is for students in Years 3-6. Your child/ren will
nominate for their individual events. Please note the Aquarena will be charging a $1.00
spectator fee to all parents and family members attending the carnival. Please see the
note sent home regarding the Swimming Carnival for more information and to indicate
if you are able to assist on the day.
Kindy, Pre-Primary, Year One and Year Two students will participate in Water Fun
Afternoons during Week 6. More details will be sent home next week.
Three Way Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) Meetings
A note regarding PLP Meetings was sent home to families on Tuesday. If you have not
yet received a note, please see your child’s Classroom Teacher or come to the Office.
Booking sheets are currently being displayed outside of classrooms from Pre Primary to
Year 6 for parents to book a suitable time. Mrs Nicole Henderson will communicate
directly to our Kindy families about when their meetings will take place.
All parent/carers are required to organise a meeting time with their child’s teacher to
set English and Mathematics goals for Semester One. These meetings are a wonderful
opportunity for families and the school to work in partnership to benefit the education
of the child/ren. Please start discussing with your child/ren what they are learning and
what they may like to improve, in preparation for the meetings. We look forward to
seeing you and working with you to develop these goals.

Easter Raffle

We are asking
families to donate an
Easter treat such as a
chocolate egg or bunny
to add to the raffle
prizes. There will be
boxes in each classroom
to place your donation.
We are also on the hunt
for baskets to assemble
the prizes.
Tickets will be $1.00
each (20 tickets
included). Extra books
are available from the
Office
Please return all
tickets once sold
Thank you,
St John’s School Parents
and Friends’ Association

Administration News
Harmony Week- Date Change
Please be advised that Harmony Week has been moved from Week 6 to Week 8, commencing Monday 22 March. Students will enjoy
the highly anticipated incursion ‘Beats and Pieces’ on Thursday 25 March at 9.30am and may wear orange accessories on this day to
help celebrate cultural diversity. Miss Lauren Hewitson will send a note home to parents/carers in the coming weeks with more
details about our Harmony Week celebrations.
Kindy and Pre Primary Playground
As there is no staff supervision provided for the Kindy and Pre Primary Playground before or after school, it is important for student
safety that parents do not allow their children to play on any equipment or run around the outdoor area. Older siblings who go to the
Kindy and Pre Primary area to wait for their parents or younger siblings after school must wait quietly and are not to be using any
equipment. Thank you in anticipation for helping us to ensure the safety of all children in our school community.

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

HOCKEY
The students below have returned notes giving them permission to play hockey for the school in 2021. Each team still
requires one or two more players so if your child is interested, please let Mr Matthews know as soon as possible.
Division 1 (11 a side)

Division 2 (9 a side)

Half Field (6 a side)

Oscar W

Mac H

Kira O

Will

Jayden J

Lewis B

Brendon M

Aroha T

Zavier C

Lilah B

Nate O

Logan W

Amber O

Jaxson M

Dan

Lacey E

Ella O

Mitchell P

Kai W

Elizabeth M

Ashley B

Isaac F

Matari T

Lachlan W

Tyler B

Luke H

Chantelle J

Cooper P

Nate C

Finlay C

Hayley McGlynn (Coach)

Paul Benson (Coach)

Ben W
Lawson O’Brien (Coach)

AUSSIE OF THE MONTH
Congratulations go to Rya - Senior Aussie and Lila - Junior Aussie of the Month recipients.

