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Principal’s Notes
Rigters Supermarkets Shop for Schools
Thank you, Rigters Supermarkets Geraldton! Kyme and Stuart from Rigters Supa IGA
would like to congratulate St John’s School for our efforts towards the Shop for
Schools total of $6 357.84. We have been thanked for our support throughout 2020
and best wishes for 2021 have been expressed. St John's School will be receiving a
cheque for $74.12. These funds will go towards the purchase of the velcro netball
bibs to be used with the new netball uniforms.
When shopping at Rigters Supermarkets during 2021, parents/carers are asked to
nominate that the Shop for Schools points go to St John’s School. Thank you.
Seesaw
Have you connected to Seesaw yet? Earlier this term, classroom teachers sent home
a note with an individualised QR code. This note explained what Seesaw is and how
to access it.
Seesaw is an online platform where families can gain a window into their child’s
learning and engage in home-to-school connections. At the present time, the first
priority is for teachers to use Seesaw as an additional communication tool to support
the newsletter, Facebook, notes, SMS, phone calls, school website and face to face
meetings. As teachers become proficient in this aspect of the platform, they may use
Seesaw to post photos and anecdotes of the students’ learning.
I ask all parents to connect to Seesaw as soon as possible. If you require another
note, please contact your child’s teacher and one will be provided as soon as possible.
TAFE Education Assistant Prac Students
At St John’s School, we believe in the benefits of working with key stakeholders in the
community. One of these such partnerships is with Central Regional TAFE here in
Geraldton. We welcome students undertaking the Education Assistant course to our
school. This partnership provides increased support for our students and teachers,
allows opportunities for St John’s School to be of service to others and strengthens
our links with the wider community. At the present time, we have three students
from TAFE. Please make sure to stop and say hello to Carmen in Kindy, Leanne in Pre
Primary and Emma in Year Three.
Good News Story
The Swimming Carnival is the setting for this week’s Good News Story. As I was
watching the events and announcing all the results, I witnessed many examples of
students loving their neighbour. Students were physically helping their peers out of
the pool, cheering as fellow competitors finished the race, giving high fives and pats
on the back, words of encouragement and big smiles. Thank you, students in Years
Three, Fours, Five and Six.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
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Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found
on the School Website
Friday 19th March
Prayer Assembly Yr 1
Reconciliation Yr 4
Tuesday 23rd March
Interschool Swimming
Carnival
Student Ministry
Meetings
Wednesday 24th March
Mass of Oils - 5pm
Selected Yr 6 Students
Thursday 25th March
Harmony Day - orange
free dress allowed
NAPLAN Co-ordinated
Practice Test
Beats & Pieces
Incursion 9.30am
Student Council
Meeting
Friday 26th March
Prayer Assembly Spiritual Ministry
Reconciliation Yr 5

Let the Little Children
Sinite Parvulos

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 19 March at 8.45am, the Year One Class will prepare and lead the
Prayer Assembly in the Undercover Area. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Mass of the Oils
Next Wednesday, at 5.00pm, in the St Francis Xavier Cathedral, Bishop Michael has invited
the students in Year Six, who will be receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation, to attend
the Mass of the Oils. This celebration sees the Oil of Chrism, which is essential for the
Sacrament of Confirmation, blessed. Due to restricted numbers within the Cathedral, only
students receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation will be able to attend.
150 Year Feast of St Joseph Friday 19 March
Tomorrow, we celebrate the Feast of Saint Joseph. This year, Pope Francis declared a Year
of St Joseph in recognition of 150 years of universal patronage. Saint Joseph was a
carpenter, son of a noble family who God chose as the foster father of Jesus and wife of
Mary. He is honoured as the patron of the Universal Church, of fathers, of families and so
many other patronages. Friday March 19 has been dedicated as the Feast of Saint Joseph.
Students in all classes will be designing a poster of Saint Joseph and his holy family as part
of the Communio 2021 preparations and to honour this significant saint of the Catholic
Church.
Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
This week, we will again focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Joy:
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be full.
(John 15:11)
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Tomorrow, students in Year Four, will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of
their Lenten journey before Easter.
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia – Be More
As we continue to support the Project Compassion fundraiser, a reminder that all family
Project Compassion boxes are asked to be returned to the Office before the end of term.
Thank you in advance.
This week we hear the story of Halima: Halima is raising two children under seven in a
refugee camp in Bangladesh, while caring for her mother who has a disability. Widowed at
just 21, Halima fled violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine State in 2017, arriving at the camp with
nothing.
Caritas Australia, through its partner, Caritas Bangladesh, helped Halima out with a shelter
and cooking equipment so that she could feed her family. She participated in hygiene and
sanitation training and took on the role of community trainer herself,
organising the cleaning of washrooms, wells and toilets.
Halima’s training became all the more invaluable as the COVID-19 pandemic
struck - when safe hygiene and preventative measures suddenly became
lifesaving.
Halima is proud that she is able to earn a small income, while maintaining the health of her
family and the cleanliness of the camp community. Her children are adapting to life in the
camp and are now at school. Halima aspired to ‘Be More’ for her family and for the community around her.
“My hope is that our children will be able to do a job, to live with pleasure, they will find
their happiness - that will bring wellbeing for them,” Halima says.

Mr Brett Love
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Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6

WEEKLY NEWS
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books, with
the winning class displaying the St John’s
School library trophy for the week. At the
end of the term, the class with the most
weekly wins will receive a special surprise
and bragging rights as the winner of the
Return Books Battle. Last week’s winner
was YEAR 4. This is their second win!
Thank you, Year 4, for working together to
return your library books on time.
Lunchtime Reading with Year 6
During lunch on a Wednesday and
Thursday, children can come into the
library and have a book read to them by
our wonderful year six volunteers.
Boomerang Bags
Thank you again to Boomerang Bags
Geraldton's wonderful members who have
donated some more beautiful, recycled
bags to the library to be used by our
children.

Thank You
Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

Let the Little Children
Sinite Parvulos

Administration News
Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all the students from Year 3-6 who enthusiastically participated in
the Swimming Carnival on Tuesday. Thank you to Mr Patrick Matthews and Mrs Gina
Halford for their organisation and ensuring the event ran smoothly. Thank you to all
the other staff and parents who assisted in a variety of roles, helping to make the
Swimming Carnival a great success.
Three Way Personalised Learning Plans (PLP) Meetings
Our school PLP Meetings conclude at the end of this week. Thank you to all families
that have met for a PLP Meeting, working together with their child and the
Classroom Teacher to set goals for the remainder of the semester. If you were
unable to make a meeting during the times made available, please contact your
child’s Classroom Teacher to arrange a mutually convenient time.
Harmony Week
We will be celebrating Harmony Week next Thursday 25 March. A note went home
to all families yesterday, outlining the day’s events. Students may wear orange
clothing and/or accessories. Alternatively, students may wear cultural dress from
their family’s culture. Thank you to Miss Lauren Hewitson for her planning and
organisation towards this year’s celebrations.
NAPLAN - Coordinated Practice Test
Next Thursday 25 March, the Year 3 and 5 classes will take part in the NAPLAN
Online Coordinated Practice Test (CPT). The purpose of the CPT is to trial the online
assessment platform with a large number of users from around Australia. This will
provide an opportunity to identify any issues with the online assessment platform
that need to be addressed before the NAPLAN tests. Another benefit of the CPT is
that students have the opportunity to experience sitting the online test format
before the NAPLAN tests occur in May. The public demonstration site is an additional
way to assist students to understand the types of questions and tools available in the
NAPLAN Online tests. Parents are able to access this site at
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.
Uniform
A reminder that teachers will be notifying parents/carers of when their child’s
uniform, including shoes, jewellery and hair, do not meet the school’s expectations.
In the first instance, teachers will have a verbal discussion with your child. In the
second instance, the teacher will send home a reminder via the school diary.
Uniform slips will be issued if the uniform is still not meeting expectations after a
period of time. Please read below to see the uniform requirements for students in
Years 1-6:
Girls Uniform
-School dress
-All black school shoes/
joggers with St John’s School
white socks with green band
or brown sandals (not surf
sandals)
-St John’s School hat
-School jumper or sports
jacket

Boys Uniform
-Grey shorts or trousers
-Grey school shirt with
emblem
-All black school shoes/
joggers with St John’s
School grey socks with
green band or brown sandals (not surf sandals)
-St John’s School hat
-School jumper or sports
jacket

Mrs Emma Pollard
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Sport Uniform
(Girls and Boys)
-Bottle green (taslon) shorts
-School sports shirt
-Sports shoes (black and not
skate shoes) and St John’s
white socks with green band
-St John’s School hat
-Sports jacket

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
P&F Meeting
Monday 29 March @
6:00pm
Everyone is welcome.

Easter Raffle
All raffle books and
monies are due back on
Friday 19 March, sold or
unsold.
Donations of baskets are
required
Final day for all
donations is Thursday
24 March.
Raffle will be drawn on
Friday 25 March after
the Prayer Assembly.
Mother’s Day Morning
Tea
We are seeking
donations of prizes for
the raffles for P&F
Mother’s Day Morning
Tea. If any local
businesses or families
wish to donate a prize, it
would be very much
appreciated. Donor
shouts outs will given in
a variety of formats.
Thank you,
St John’s School Parents
and Friends’ Association

St John’s Swimming Carnival
Congratulations to all our winners!
Medal Winners
Junior Girls Runner Up

Indi

16 points

Junior Girls Champion

Shelby

21 points

Junior Boys Runner Up

Jacob

10 points

Junior Boys Champion

Darcy

24 points

Intermediate Girls Runner Up

Amity

6 points

Intermediate Girls Champion

Lilah & Ava

13 points

Intermediate Boys Runner Up

Toby

18 points

Intermediate Boys Champion

Kai

19 points

Senior Girls Runner Up

Madison

12 points

Senior Girls Champion

Skyla

24 points

Senior Boys Runner Up

Will

15 points

Senior Boys Champion

Tallan

24 points

Overall Faction Scores
First

Hayes

Gold

211 points

Second

Batavia

Blue

200 points

Third

Pelsaert

Red

148 points

Fourth

Abrolhos

Green

137 points

St John’s School Swimming Carnival

