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Principal’s Notes
Mother’s Day
This Sunday is Mother’s Day. I would like to wish all the Mums, Nannas, Aunts and
special ladies in our School Community a very Happy Mother’s Day. When we think
about the mammoth role mothers have, every day should be Mother’s Day! I hope
that your day begins with breakfast in bed, a bright and cheery good morning, an
opportunity to be pampered in some small way and no need to pick up the whistle to
settle any sibling disagreements. Thank you to all the ladies who take on the role of
Mum. We thank you for your unconditional love and care. Happy Mother’s Day.
NAPLAN
NAPLAN commences next week for our students in Years Three and Five. Mrs Emma
Pollard has been providing regular updates in recent newsletters. My message to the
students, staff, parents and carers is that I request all students do their very best. If
the students can look me in the eye and tell me that they did their best, then I will be
one very happy principal. NAPLAN results provide information on how the students
did on one day of the school year and that this information is used to make sure the
students are receiving the education they need.
St John’s School Priest
Recently, there has been some movement with the positioning of priests in the
Diocese of Geraldton. Because of these movements, Bishop Michael has had to
restructure the way St John’s School works in partnership with the clergy. Father
Robert O’Bryan will now be the priest who will work with the staff, students and
families of St John’s School for all liturgical needs during the course of the school
week. Father Bernard Balaraj will continue to be an Ex-Offico Member of the School
Advisory Council. Weekend liturgies at St John’s Church will continue to be serviced
by the priest who is on Parish Roster, with the school working in partnership prior to
the celebration.
I would like to welcome Father Robert back to the St John’s School Community and to
express my gratitude that we can continue to have an ongoing working partnership
with Father Bernard. We are very blessed to have two priests supporting the St
John’s School Community across all facets, especially in the spiritual and faith
domains.
Cyclone Seroja Fundraiser
Last week, St John’s School hosted a fundraiser to raise funds for our neighbouring
communities affected by Cyclone Seroja. Our hot dog lunch fundraiser was very
successful thanks to a number of volunteers. I am very grateful to the following
people:
•
An anonymous donor who covered the costs of the rolls, frankfurts and juice
boxes meaning that 100% of the monies paid by the students and staff for the
lunch is able to be donated to the various recipients
•
The ladies, Di, Rachel, Censina, Anita, Nicola and Maureen, who volunteered
their time to prepare our delicious lunch
•
Mrs Tracey Doglione, Mrs Kym Harris and Mr Patrick Matthews for all their
behind the scenes and organisation
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Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found
on the School Website
Friday 7th May
Prayer Assembly Year 4
P&F Mother’s Day
Morning Tea - 9.30am
Sunday 9th May
Mother’s Day
Tuesday 11th May
NAPLAN Commences
Wednesday 12th May
Kindy Health Screening
Thursday 13th May
Student Council Meeting
Friday 14th May
Prayer Assembly Year 3
Monday 17th May
P&F Meeting 6.00pm
Tuesday 18th May
School Photo Day

Let the Little Children

Principal’s Notes
We raised $915.00 in total. AMAZING! This money has been shared between the
Lord Mayor’s Distress Relief Fund, Our Lady of Mount Carmel and St Mary’s School. In
addition to the monetary donation, Mrs Jill Hollands and Mr Ben Will, the principals of
the two aforementioned schools, were both presented with a beautiful book of
artwork, prayers and thoughtful messages. These books were co-ordinated by Ms
Kristen Hogue, Mrs Linda Osborn, classroom teachers and the students of St John’s
School.
Our beautiful school has once again demonstrated that we are community, in the
community and for the community.
P&F Mother’s Day Morning Tea – Friday 7 May
It is tomorrow! Tickets are available at the door. All the details can be found on the
flyer on page five.
Good News Story
My shout out this week goes to the St John’s School P&F who has worked tirelessly to
organise and prepare for tomorrow’s Mother’s Day Morning Tea. Lots of work has
gone on and I am very appreciative for their time and efforts along the way with a few
laughs thrown in. Thank you!

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, Year Four will be leading the school
community in a Prayer Assembly. Everyone is welcome to attend.
Sacrament of First Eucharist
Thank you to the students and families who have attended the Sacrament of First
Eucharist Commitment Mass. Please note, the final Mass for students and families to
make a commitment is:
Saturday 8 May at 6.00pm in the SFX Cathedral
•
•

Sacrament of First Eucharist Retreat Day will be held on Wednesday 9 June.
The Sacrament of First Eucharist for St John’s School will be held on Sunday 13
June at the St John’s Church at 8.30am. Further information regarding this
special celebration will be sent out closer to the date.

Communio 2021
In Week Six, the St John’s School Community will celebrate Communio Week. The
theme for Communio Week 2021 is ‘Offer Hope to Others’. Classroom teachers will
soon be notifying parents and carers of what fundraising activities their classroom will
be undertaking during this week. I thank you in advance for your support and
generosity in supporting the Communio appeal.
May the Month of Mary
During the month of May, the Catholic Church will honour the mother of our Church,
Mary. ‘Mother Mary’ exhibited total obedience to God’s will. Her faithfulness was a
shining beacon for all of us to follow, particularly in times of trouble. Encourage your
child/ren to pray to Mary during the month of May.

Sinite Parvulos

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6

WEEKLY NEWS
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books, with
the winning class displaying the St John’s
School library trophy for the week. At the
end of the term, the class with the most
weekly wins will receive a special surprise
and bragging rights as the winner of the
Return Books Battle. Last week’s winner
was YEAR 4! Thank you, year four, for
working together to return your library
books on time.
Lunchtime Reading with Year 6
During lunch on a Wednesday and
Thursday, children can come into the
library and have a book read to them by
our wonderful year six volunteers.
The 2021 Randolph Stow Young Writers
Award
Information has been provided to the
children in Years 3-6 about the creative
writing competition. The competition is
now open and will run until 03 July and
divided into two categories: poetry and
prose. Children can enter both categories,
but only one entry is permitted for each.
Entry forms are available at the library.
Please encourage your children to enter as
we have some wonderfully creative
writers at St John’s School, and we would
love to show the Geraldton community
what they can do.

Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN

Let the Little Children

Religious Education

Sinite Parvulos

Fruit of the Spirit – Peace
This week we again focus on the Fruit of Peace:
‘Peace be with you’ (John 20:19)
Before explaining the significance of this expression, which is so significant to our faith
and liturgical Mass, it will be helpful to recount the events of the days following Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection:

•
•
•
•
•

Early in the morning, a few women discover the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-7; Mk.
16:1 -7; Lk. 24:1-7; Jn. 20:1).
Upset, the women depart from the garden and inform the disciples (Matt. 28:810; Lk. 24:8-11; Jn. 20:2).
Peter and John run to the tomb and discover it is empty (Lk. 24:12; Jn. 20:3-10).
Mary of Magdala returns to the tomb and meets the resurrected Jesus. Jesus tells
Mary not to worry (Jn. 20:11-18).
Jesus appears to Cleopas and another with him on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:13
-35). That evening, Jesus appears to his troubled and scared disciples, minus St
Thomas, in a house in Jerusalem (Lk. 24:36-43; Jn. 20:19-23) and offers them his
peace.

Jesus gives peace unlike any peace offered by and experienced in the world. Based on
the peace Jesus offers, our hearts are not to be troubled or afraid anymore. With Jesus’
peace, no sin or trouble can overcome us. These words are enacted in our liturgical
Mass. Each time we celebrate Mass, we offer Jesus’ peace to each other, just as Jesus did
to his disciples.
Mother’s Day
This coming Sunday is Mother’s Day. We thank God for all the women in our lives who
love us, nurture us and protect us from harm. Students, make sure you tell your Mum,

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Administration News
Assembly
Thank you to the Year Six Class for their entertaining assembly item today. Our next
School Assembly is scheduled in Week 7 on Thursday 3 June, where the Year Five
Class will be presenting for us. A reminder that Merit Certificates are now able to be
presented during our School Assembly. Parents will be notified by teachers via
SeeSaw, email or a phone call home if their child is receiving a certificate.
School Photographs
School photographs are due to take place on Tuesday 18 May. Students are
requested to wear their full School Uniform instead of their Sport Uniform on this
day. Faction Captains and Vice Captains are requested to bring their Sport Uniform
in their bags to change into for their group faction photo.
School Photograph Order forms from MSP will be coming home with your child
today. If anyone would like to have a family portrait taken then please collect the
family envelope from the School Office.

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
P&F Meeting
Monday 17 May @
6:00pm
Everyone is welcome.

Mother’s Day Morning
Tea
We are looking forward
to seeing you
tomorrow! A morning
of food, entertainment,
raffles, guest speakers
and good times!
Thank you,
St John’s School Parents
and Friends’ Association

Administration News
NAPLAN
NAPLAN testing is due to commence next week on Tuesday 11 May and concludes in Week 5 on Friday 21 May. The proposed
timetable for each of the assessments is below. If students are absent for their scheduled assessment, the school will provide
them with an opportunity to complete the missed assessment during Week 5. Teachers will continue to prepare students and
familiarise them with the online site in the lead up to NAPLAN. If parents wish to, they are also able to access this practice site
at https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.
Tuesday 11 May

Wednesday 12 May

Thursday 13 May

Friday 14 May

Writing Year 3

Reading Year 3

Language Conventions Year 3

Numeracy Year 3

Writing Year 5

Reading Year 5

Language Conventions Year 5

Numeracy Year 5

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

Hockey Results - Saturday 1st May
Division 1 lost 2 - 1 to Strathalbyn
Best players were: Ben W, Amber O, Oscar W and Jaxson M
Division 2 lost to Strathalbyn 4 - 1
Half Field defeated Geraldton Primary

Fixtures for Saturday 8th May
Division 1 vs Waggrakine

10.00am

Grass 1

Division 2 vs Waggrakine

8.30am

Turf North

Half Field vs Geraldton Grammar 11.30am

Field 5

A reminder that registration and fees need to be done ASAP.

NETBALL RESULTS

NETBALL FIXTURES

Saturday 1st May

Saturday 8th May

A Blue: St John’s - 6 Vs St Francis Yellow - 5
Best Players: Skyla, Gracie & Charlee
The whole team was fantastic! Well done!
B Yellow: St John’s - 7 Vs Gtn Primary - 1
Best Players: Erin, Chaney & Indi
NSGO: St John’s 1 Vs St Lawrence’s - 12
Best Players: Vienna, Kelly & Lucy

Grade

Teams

A Blue St John’s Vs Mt Tarcoola

Time
11.15am

Court
Redink

B Yellow St John’s Vs Leaning Tree 10.00am

8

NSG0

10

St John’s Vs Bluff Point

8.45am

“You have a child with an intellectual or physical
disability, and life is incredibly tough. Your child may
seem unwilling or unable to follow instructions or
master new skills. Perhaps they have terrible tantrums or emotional meltdowns. Maybe they can’t
make friends or play with their siblings.
As for you, stress is a constant. Holding down a job
may be too difficult. You may feel isolated from your
friends, your community – perhaps even from your
partner or your other children. You possibly feel guilty
and don’t know how to tackle your child’s problem
behaviour. If the pressure of raising a child with a special need is straining your family life, Stepping Stones
Triple P may help.”

