St John’s School

Rangeway, Geraldton
Kindergarten to Year 6

12 Tamar Street, Rangeway, Geraldton WA 6530
PO Box7156, Geraldton, WA 6531
08 9920 0100

admin@sjr.wa.edu.au

sjr.wa.edu.au

TERM 3 WEEK 3
5th August 2021

Principal’s Notes
CPPA Conference
Last week, as previously mentioned, I attended the Catholic Primary Principals Association
Conference. A speaker I would like to introduce to the St John’s School Community this week
is Pasi Sahlberg. Pasi is a Finnish educator and author. He has worked as a school teacher,
teacher-educator, researcher and policy maker in Finland and advised schools and education
system leaders around the world.
Whilst Pasi was unable to present face to face as originally planned, his virtual presentation
was very inspiring. He challenged those present to work to fix the inequalities that present in
the education sector, the need for choice, collaboration, flexibility, trust, equity, adequacy
and professionalism. Pasi also advocated strongly for play at school and outside of school.
He shared that play is how children explore, discover, fail, succeed, socialise and flourish, and
that it is a fundamental element of the human condition. Play gives our children the skills
they need to succeed - creativity, innovation, teamwork, focus, resilience, expressiveness,
empathy, concentration and executive function.
Fogarty EDvance
On Monday and Tuesday of this week, Mrs Emma Pollard, Mr Brett Love and I travelled to
Perth for the next installation of our work in the Fogarty EDvance initiative. For this visit, Mrs
Kylie Murphy joined us, adding valuable insight to the learning from a classroom teacher
perspective. Monday was spent working with Doctor Renu Burr covering:
•
•
•

how the role of successful conversations leads to effective teams and organisations
understanding the power of well-formed conversations to create a high performance high engagement culture in schools while implementing change
practising the presented framework to conduct learning conversations that set high
expectations and hold people to account for results

In the afternoon, we reviewed our three year placemat, milestones, our school’s change story
and commitment to our practices as a team. On Tuesday, we visited high performing schools
who have previously been involved in the Fogarty EDvance initiative and were willing to share
their journey and the high impact strategies they currently have in place that have led to
raising the bar in relation to student outcomes.
I would like to thank Mrs Kylie Murphy for accepting the invitation to join us for the two days
and being open to taking on increased commitment in relation to this initiative. My gratitude
is also extended to Mrs Nicole Henderson for leading the school in our absence. The school
was in very good hands under Mrs Henderson’s guidance, helping the staff and students at
school and supporting the Leadership Team in their required absence.
Census Day
Tomorrow, Friday 6 August, is Census Day with St John’s School required to submit
information for the State Government Census and Australian Government Department of
Education and Training (AGDET) Census. This data collection provides the community and
government with information about schools and students in Australia, collecting information
on the numbers of students and staff per school, students on a visa, students with disability,
indigenous Australian students etc. Census informs part of the My School website, giving
parents and the community information about the needs of each school's students.
Governments use Census data to calculate funding and create informed and tailored policies
for Australian schools. Census reporting is required under the Australian Education Act 2013.

Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found
on the School Website

Friday 6th August
Prayer Assembly - Yr 6
Jumps & Throws
(Years 1-6)

Monday 9th August
Super Science Circus
Show - 9.30am
P&F Meeting - 6.00pm

Tuesday 10th August
SAC Meeting - 6.00pm
Thursday 12th August
Sports Free Dress Day
(see page four)
Friday 13th August
Years 1 - 6 Faction
Athletics Carnival
Monday 16th August
Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
School Mass - Year 5

Let the Little Children

Principal’s Notes

Sinite Parvulos

Regular school attendance is vital to help each individual student reach their God-given
potential and flourish. This is particularly true for Friday 6 August so that the State and
Federal Governments are provided with a true and accurate picture of the students
enrolled at St John’s School. If your child is absent on Friday 6 August, it is imperative that
we receive a written explanation for this absence on the first day he/she returns, for our
records. This procedure is vital for our funding and audit purposes. Thank you, in
anticipation.
Good News Story
Last week, I was conducting a 2022 Kindy enrolment interview. Whilst I was taking the
family of a tour of the school, so many students stopped to say hello. The parent
commented on how polite the students were and was very impressed with the way the
students greeted them and made them feel welcome. Having personally witnessed this, I
would like to congratulate all the students who do stop and greet all visitors, making them
feel very welcomed at St John’s School.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
It is with much sadness we inform the St John's School Community that Sister Elizabeth
Quirke pbvm has peacefully entered eternal life in Perth this morning. Sister Elizabeth
Quirke was the inaugural Principal of St John’s School in Rangeway from 1969 to 1991. The
St John's School Community would like to pass on our deepest sympathies to the family,
Sisters of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, and all acquaintances of Sister
Elizabeth Quirke.
May her soul rest in peace!
Australian Census 2021
The Australian census on 10 August 2021 will provide a snapshot of who Australians are
and what is important to us. The census is a key tool that government uses to determine
how organisations, schools, church ministries and community groups are prioritised,
funded and empowered to best operate in our State. If your faith is important to you or if
you identify with Christian values, please use your voice in the Australian census when
asked your religion. This is an important opportunity to demonstrate the significance of
faith-based families in our West Australian community and will support endeavours to
secure equitable access to opportunities and resources.
Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross (Mary Mackillop) - Sunday 8 August
Mary MacKillop was the first Australian to be declared a saint by the Roman Catholic
Church. She was known as Mother Mary of the Cross in her lifetime. St Mary was known
for her generosity, courage and sense of giving for others, particularly those on the
margins of society.
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow morning, at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, the Year Six Class will be leading
the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.
BRLA
This week, students in Years Three and Year Five are taking part in the Bishops' Religious
Literacy Assessment (BRLA).
Today, the Year Five Class participated in the BRLA. Tomorrow, the Year Three Class will
undertake the assessments. Thank you to Mrs Cherrill Zander and Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for
preparing the students for these assessments.

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 2, Year 4
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 3, Year 5, Year 6

WEEKLY NEWS
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books, with
the winning class displaying the St John’s
School library trophy for the week. At the
end of the term, the class with the most
weekly wins will receive a special surprise
and bragging rights as the winner of the
Return Books Battle. Last week’s winner
was YEAR FOUR. Thank you, Year Four, for
working together to return your library
books on time.
Library Open at Lunch on Wednesday and
Thursday
The Library is open during lunch on
Wednesday and Thursday. So, pop on in
and read a book, colour in a picture or play
a board game with a friend. Our lovely
Year Six volunteers are also available to
read a book to you.
Before and After School Book Returns
Children who have forgotten their Library
books can now place books on hold to
exchange on the return of their current
book. The Library will be open from
8.00am until 3.30pm on Wednesday and
Thursday to assist children and parents
with this exchange.

Mrs Kay Brown
LIBRARY TECHNICIAN
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Religious Education
Sacrament of Confirmation
This term, select students in Year Six will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please
take note of the following information and key dates:
The Sacrament of Confirmation Parent/Child Meeting has been cancelled because of
COVID-19 protocols.
The final Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be the 7 August
Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm in the SFX Cathedral.
The Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be held on Sunday 12 September
at 8.30am at St John’s Church. Further information regarding this Mass and the Brunch
afterwards will be sent out closer to the date.
Fruit of The Spirit - Goodness
This is the second week we focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Goodness. St Mary Mackillop
lived her life in the pursuit of goodness. Please find below a prayer to St Mary of the Cross.
MARY of the Cross PRAYER
Most loving God,
We thank you for the example
of St Mary Mackillop
who in her living of the Gospel
witnessed to the human dignity
of each person.
She faced life's challenges with
faith and courage.
May her holiness and goodness
Embody all of us.
We make this prayer through
Jesus the Lord.
Amen.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Administration News
Assembly
Congratulations to our clever Pre-Primary students for doing a wonderful job during their
first Assembly item today. It was thoroughly enjoyed by all. Our next School Assembly is
scheduled for Thursday 2 September, where we look forward to the Year 2 Class
presentation. All families are welcome to attend.
School Athletics Dates
Tomorrow, selected students in Years 1-6 will compete in the Jumps and Throws Event. If
your child has been selected, they are requested to wear their Sport Uniform with their
faction coloured t-shirts. Please refer to the note send home with your child as to which
events they are competing in. The proposed scheduled for the day is:
•
9.00am -10.00am: Junior Long Jumps and Junior T-Ball Throws
•
10.00am - 12.20pm: Intermediate Long Jumps, Intermediate T-Ball Throws and
Intermediate Turbo Javelin Throw
•
1.00pm - 3.00pm: Senior Long Jumps, Senior T-Ball Throw, Senior Turbo Javelin
Throw and Open Triple Jump
Please be advised that the Faction Athletics Carnival for Years 1-6 is scheduled for next
Friday 13 August and the Kindy/Pre-Primary Athletics Carnival is planned for Thursday 23
September from 9:00am-10:00am.

Sinite Parvulos

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
Term Three
P&F Meetings
Monday 9 August @
6:00pm
Monday 6 September
@ 6:00pm

Containers for Change
P&F Fundraiser
Please consider
donating the funds
received from recycling your bottles and
cans, through Containers for Change, to the
St John’s School P&F.
Our code is
C102861876.
Thank you.

Administration News
PLP Meetings Term Three
Teachers have been busily preparing for next week’s Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) Meetings. These meetings are 15 minutes in
duration and are used to discuss student achievement of their Semester One learning goals as well as to review and create new goals
for Semester Two. If you have not yet organised a meeting time, please check the
timetables outside each classroom or speak directly to your child’s classroom teacher.
Super Science Circus Show Incursion
Next Monday 9 August, we are very fortunate to be welcoming the Super Science Circus Show who will be performing for students
from Pre-Primary to Year 6. This inventive, interactive and educational show uses the fun of circus, comedy and magic to inspire
scientific inquiry into the natural, physical and material world.
Book Week
We will be celebrating Book Week during Week 6 with the annual Book Week Parade scheduled for Thursday 26 August. Students from
Kindy to Year Six are invited to wear free dress that reflects a character from a book of their choice. This year’s theme for Book Week is
‘Old Worlds, New Worlds, Other Worlds’. We look forward to seeing students bring their favourite book characters to life!
The Scholastic Book Fair has been booked for Weeks 8 and 9. Further details regarding times available to make a purchase, will be
provided at a later date.

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

HOCKEY NEWS
Results for Saturday 31st July
Division 1 defeated Waggrakine
Best players: Will and Ben
Division 2 had a bye
Half Field Played St Lawrence’s
Best Players: Lewis and Mitchell who are both very passionate and formidable players
Fixtures for Saturday 7th August
Team
Time
Division 1 vs Wandina?Tarcoola
11.00
Division 2 vs Strathalbyn
Half Field vs SFX Gold

Field
Turf 1

08.30

Grass 2 North

11.30

Field 3

FOOTBALL
St John’s School will enter a team in the Eagles Cup in 2021. Fixtures will commence at 3.30pm on Monday
afternoons. Players need to be wearing their green sports shorts and their club football socks. Please get to the
ground ASAP after School.
Fixture for Monday 9th August—St John’s vs Geraldton Primary at the Recreation Ground

NETBALL RESULTS

NETBALL FIXTURES

Saturday 31st July

Saturday 7th August

A Blue: No score available

Grade

B Yellow: St John’s Vs St Lawrence’s 13—0
Best Players: Erin, Heidi & Ava. Amazing effort by all

A Blue

NSGGO: No score available

Teams

Time

Court

St John’s Vs Wandina

11.15am

2

B Yellow St John’s Vs Wandina

10.00am

8

NSGGO St John’s Vs Gtn Primary

08.45am

4

