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Principal’s Notes
Faction Swimming Carnival
In alignment with the recent High Case Load directives, the Faction Swimming Carnival
scheduled for Friday 25 March has been postponed. At this stage, we are looking to secure a
date in Term Four when the outdoor swimming pool at the Aquarena has reopened.
I understand that this decision will cause disappointment, but we are bound to ensure all
members of the St John’s School Community are kept safe. Thank you for your continued
understanding.
Staff Meetings/Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)
This week, the teachers at St John’s School held their Staff Meeting online. Whilst remaining
onsite in our own individual workspaces, we came together as a collective via Teams. This
format will continue to be used in the future to ensure that the staff remain safe and are
keeping in alignment with the High Case Load protocols.
Early Years Learning Framework - EYLF
Play is very important for children. Through play, young children explore and learn to
understand the world around them as they come to communicate, discover, imagine and
create. When children play, they are showing what they have learned and what they are
trying to understand. This is why play is one of the foundations of the Early Years Learning
Framework, EYLF. By using EYLF, educators will guide your child’s play by carefully designing
learning activities and stimulating indoor and outdoor learning environments. At St John’s
School, the staff work hard to ensure that opportunities for play are provided to the students
based on their interests, the curriculum, their developmental needs and in order to meet
incidental needs as they arise.
It is well known that children learn best when they have secure relationships with caring
adults. When children, from a very early age, develop trusting relationships, they feel more
confident and able to explore and learn. In early childhood settings, when children feel
emotionally secure they learn through play to develop the skills and understandings they
need to interact positively with others and gradually learn to take responsibility. The Staff of
St John’s School place great importance on developing positive relationships with the children
in our care.
Code of Conduct – Statement One
Conduct Statement One from the St John’s School Code of Conduct is, ‘You act safely and
competently’. The guidelines remind us, no matter who we are, that the safety of students is
a priority and everyone’s responsibility. We all have a role to play in ensuring the safety and
well-being of students, seeking assistance as required. Students and parents/carers have the
right to receive accurate information, be kept safe, and informed in the decision making process. We are all called to follow the relevant policies, standards and codes applicable to our
individual role in the school community. Any concerns regarding student safety and wellbeing must be discussed with the relevant person. All parties are called to work safely and
competently, in partnership, in the best interest of the students.
This is a snapshot of Conduct Statement One. The full transcript can be found at https://
www.sjr.wa.edu.au/pdf/policies_codeofconduct.pdf

Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 18th February
Prayer Assembly
Year 5
Saturday 19th February
Reconciliation
Commitment Mass
SFX Cathedral - 6:00pm
Sunday 20th February
Reconciliation
Commitment Mass
St John’s Church 8:30am
(7:30am, 9:30am &
6:00pm SFX Cathedral)
Tuesday 22nd February
Ministry Meetings
Thursday 24th February
Year 2 Assembly
Friday 25th February
Prayer Assembly Year 3

Principal’s Notes
Every Day Counts
There is a direct correlation between student achievement and student attendance. A day
absent from school here or there does not seem like much but, parents and carers are asked
to consider the data below. If there are challenges around your child attending school,
please contact us so we can look at the support structures we can put in place to assist.
Please remember, every day does count
When your child that equals…
misses just…

1 day a fortnight 20 days a year
1 day a week

40 days a year

2 days a week

80 days a year

3 days a week

120 days a year

which is…

and therefore
from Pre Primary
to Year 12 that
is…
4 weeks of school Nearly 1½ years
of school
8 weeks of school Nearly 2½ years
of school
16 weeks of
Over 5 years of
school
school
24 weeks of
Over 8 years of
school
school

This means that
the best your
child can
achieve is…
Equal to finishing
Year 11
Equal to finishing
Year 10
Equal to finishing
Year 7
Equal to finishing
Year 4

Good News Story
Congratulations to our stars for this week, the Kindy Class. The children have adapted
beautifully to life at school and are getting to know the routines of the classroom. It is
delightful to see them engage in their learning, with each other and the staff.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 18 February, at 8.45am, the Year Five Class will prepare and lead the
Prayer Assembly over the school’s PA system. Unfortunately, the gathering of parents and
carers, even in outdoor areas, is to be avoided. This Prayer Assembly will not be made
available to parents and carers.
Fruit of the Spirit
This week, we once again focus on the Fruit of Love. Scripture of the week:
‘Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them.’
1 John: 4-16
The Patron Saint of St John’s School, St John the Evangelist, wrote, ‘God is Love’ (1 John: 48). St John is calling each of us to live in communion with each other, just as God lives in
communion with us. God’s love is very different from human love. God's love is
unconditional, and it's not based on feelings or emotions. He doesn't love us because
we're lovable or because we make Him feel good; He loves us because He is love.
Lent and Ash Wednesday
In Week Five, the Catholic Church enters the season of Lent with the celebration of the
Ash Wednesday Mass. Unfortunately, due to recent COVID-19 health precautions, this
Mass will not be celebrated at a whole school level.
Although the Eucharistic celebration will not go ahead, St John’s School will have classroom liturgies where the distribution of ashes will occur. Parents and carers are
unfortunately not permitted to attend these liturgies.

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 4, Year 5
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 6
Welcome back to St John’s School
Library for 2022
Overdue Notices
This year overdue book notices will be
sent home to families via Seesaw. Please
assist children in returning their library
books on their allocated day to ensure
they can exchange their books.
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books and
show the best care for the St John’s
library, with the winning class displaying
the St John’s School library trophy for the
week. At the end of the term, the class
with the most weekly wins will receive a
special surprise and bragging rights as the
winner of the Return Books Battle. Last
week’s winner was YEAR 3. Thank you,
year 3, for working together to return your
library books on time and reset the library
for the next class to enjoy.
Before and After School Book Returns
Children who have forgotten their library
books can now place books on hold to
exchange on returning their current book.
The library will be open from 8 am until
3.30 pm on Wednesday and Thursday to
assist children and families with this exchange.
Library Closed at Lunch on Wednesday
and Thursday
The Library will be closed during the
Recess and Lunch period for Term 1.
The Golden Pen Writing Award
Information has been sent home with all
students in years 4 to 6 for those young
writers keen to share their stories with the
world and enter the Western Australian
writing competition. Entries must be
submitted by 20 March 2022. For more
information: scribblersfestival.com.au/
golden-pen.

Religious Education
Sacrament of Reconciliation Commitment Mass
On Sunday 20 February at 8.30am, our First Reconciliation Candidates and their parent/
carers make their commitment to prepare for the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. A
note has gone home to all Year Three students regarding this Commitment Mass and
alternative options at SFX Cathedral.
If your child/ren are not baptised and you wish for this to occur, please contact the
Catholic Diocese of Geraldton on 9921 3221. Alternatively, please come and speak to me
and I will arrange a meeting
Project Compassion 2022 – ‘For All Future Generations’
Caritas Australia is the international aid and development organisation of the Catholic
Church in Australia and is part of one of the largest aid and development networks in the
world – Caritas Internationalis – working in over 200 countries and territories.
Each year, Project Compassion runs during the six weeks of the Church season of Lent. St
John’s School will invite families to help us raise funds and stand in solidarity with the
millions of people across the world with whom work for all future generations.
A Project Compassion mission box will go home with the eldest child next week.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Administration News
Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Survey
Thank you to the parents who have already completed the Tell Them From Me (TTFM) survey, we greatly appreciate your time and feedback. We would love to have as many parents
as possible take up this opportunity to give their input and feedback into the school improvement process.
Parents can access the survey from the following URL: www.tellthemfromme.com/stjs2022
The survey takes approximately 20 minutes and the feedback given within the survey is
anonymous. The survey is open to families until Thursday 10 March.
I would like to thank you, in anticipation, for completing the TTFM survey, and helping St
John’s School to continue to strive for excellence.
Year Two Assembly: Thursday 24 February
As a result of the recently issued ‘High Case Load Guidelines’, our School Assembly scheduled
for next Thursday will be modified to meet the requirements. As families are not able to
attend, the Year Two Class will have their Assembly Item recorded and shared to parents via
Seesaw. Students in other year levels will have an opportunity to watch the recorded item
via Teams in their classrooms.
Merit Awards will be presented to students within their class and photographs shared to
their family via Seesaw or Facebook or email, depending on photo permissions. We thank
you for your ongoing understanding as we implement these new guidelines.

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Committee
We are seeking members to join
our P&F. Amy Causer is stepping
down from her role as Treasurer
due to her appointment as a staff
member of St John’s School.
Leah Hirst has kindly offered to
step into the role as Treasurer.
Thank you, Leah!
Due to these movements, we
would love to have one or two
people join as a general
committee member to help the
P&F raise funds and build
community. Are you able to
assist?
If you’re unsure, we ask you to
attend one of the meetings to see
what is involved. We can assure
you that it is not all hard work as
we do have lots of laughs along
the way.

Administration News
Nagle Catholic College Principal Visit - Year Six
Yesterday, Nagle Catholic College Principal, Michael Williams, visited our Year Six Class. They were very interested in hearing
about all the varied and exciting opportunities that the College can offer students. Each student was presented with an
Enrolment Pack to take home. If you did not receive one and would like one, please let the Office know.
Key dates for prospective 2023 Year 7 students are as follows:
Wednesday 9 March: Information Evening
Friday 1 April: Applications close
Monday 9 May to Friday 27 May: Interviews to take place
If you have any queries on the enrolment process, please contact Nagle Catholic College’s Enrolment Officer by calling 9920 0500
or emailing nagleenrolments@cewa.edu.au
Seesaw
We are happy to see the number of families that are connected to and engaging with our online communication platform,
Seesaw. This platform enables whole school announcements to be shared among our school community. It is also the preferred
method of communication between parents/carers and classroom teachers. As we further implement COVID-19 guidelines and
restrictions, it will become vitally important that families have downloaded the Seesaw app and connected to their child’s journal
to ensure the school can continue to have open lines of communication. If you are having any problems with using Seesaw,
please liaise with your child’s classroom teacher.

Mrs Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

