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Principal’s Notes
Can My Child Attend School?
Over the past few weeks, a plethora of information has been sent out to parents/carers.
Every effort has been made to ensure the information is as clear as possible however, I am
aware that uncertainty may still arise. If you find yourself asking the question, “Can my child
attend school?” it is hoped that the information below may be of assistance.
My Child Is…
A close contact with no symptoms

Can He/She Attend School
Yes – Your child should attend school after a
negative RAT/PCR. Monitor their health, conduct
a PCR on Day 6 or a RAT on Day 7. If your child
develops symptoms, stay at home.

A household close contact

No – your child should isolate for 7 days.
Monitor their health, conduct a PCR on Day 6 or
a RAT on Day 7.

A close contact with some symptoms

No – Your child should stay at home. Conduct a
RAT/PCR as soon as possible, and conduct a PCR
on Day 6 or a RAT on Day 7.

Is negative with some symptoms

No – your child should stay at home. It may not
be COVID, but if your child is unwell, they should
stay at home and rest until all symptoms have
resolved.

Thank you for your continued understanding and co-operation. If you are ever in doubt, I ask
all parents/carers to contact the School Office and we can discuss your particular situation,
confidentially, in the best interests of all parties.
Harmony Week
Harmony Week is an opportunity to celebrate Australia’s cultural diversity. It is about
inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. At St John’s School, we are very
blessed to have a diverse range of cultures in our school community. A variety of activities
and experiences have been planned for Harmony Week. Please refer to Mrs Pollard’s section
of the School Newsletter for more information.
Priest Pastoral Care
I ask that all members of the St John’s School Community keep two of our priests in your
thoughts and prayers. Father Bernard is currently in India, returning home to visit his 97 year
old grandmother who is currently nearing the end of her earthly life. Father Dominic had
returned to Vietnam to be with his mother who was seriously ill and she passed away last
week. We are thinking of Father Bernard and Father Dominic at this difficult time.
Code of Conduct – Statement Five
Conduct Statement Five from the St John’s School Code of Conduct is, ‘You respect the
dignity, culture, values and beliefs of each member of the school community’. This
guideline implores us to respect every member of the school community, interacting with
them honestly and respectfully.

Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 18th March
Year 1 Prayer Assembly
Year 4 Reconciliation
Monday 21st March
P&F Meeting 6:00pm
Online
Tuesday 22nd March
School Advisory Council
Meeting 6:00pm
Online
Wednesday 23rd March
Harmony Day Students may wear
orange
Friday 25th March
Spiritual Ministry Prayer
Assembly
Thursday 31st March
Evacuation Drill
Assembly - Choir
Friday 1st April
Staff Prayer Assembly
Reconciliation - Year 5

Principal’s Notes
All behaviour and roles, within the school environment, must be carried out in a fair and just
manner, not prejudiced in any way. All planning and school based activities must
demonstrate cultural competence and if we witness any discriminatory behaviour, we are all
obliged to take the appropriate action. The human rights of every person within the school
community are paramount.
This is a snapshot of Conduct Statement Five. The full transcript can be found at https://
www.sjr.wa.edu.au/pdf/policies_codeofconduct.pdf
Good News Story
You may or may not have seen the colours of the Aboriginal flag painted on the basketball/
netball court. We are so very pleased that we now have this as part of our school outdoor
environment. My sincere thanks and appreciation go to Chris from Kleenit Welshpool, for
volunteering his time and resources to paint the centre circles. This work will allow the St
John's School Community to pay its respects to the traditional owners of the land, have a
visual reminder of the Aboriginal peoples and culture, provide a focus during NAIDOC Week
celebrations and a possible yarning circle.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, Friday 18 March, at 8.45am, the Year One Class will prepare and lead the
Prayer Assembly over the school’s PA system. Unfortunately, the gathering of parents and
carers, even in outdoor areas, is to be avoided. This Prayer Assembly will not be made
available to parents and carers.
Sacrament of Reconciliation During Lent
Tomorrow, students in Year Four, will celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation as part of
their Lenten journey before Easter. Thank you to Father Robert O’Bryan for making
himself available to assist our students with this sacrament.
St Patrick’s Day – 17 March
St Patrick was born in Britain in the late 300s or early 400s. Pirates
captured him when he was sixteen. They sold him as a slave in
Ireland, where he worked as a shepherd for six years. He then escaped
and returned home.
After years of religious training, Patrick went back to Ireland. There he
converted many people to Christianity.
There are several legends about St Patrick. One legend says that he drove away all the
snakes in Ireland. Which is untrue, no snakes have ever been native in Ireland.
St Patrick is most known for using the three parts of a shamrock leaf to explain the idea of
the Trinity. The Trinity refers to the Father, Son and Holy Spirit of our Lord. One God,
three persons.
Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
This week St John’s School will again focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Joy:
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may be
full. (John 15:11)

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 4, Year 5
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 6
Write a Book Review
Children can now write a book review to
make a reading suggestion. All reviews go
into a draw to win a book club book of
their choice at the end of term 1. Optional
templates are available in the library.
Boomerang Bags
Thank you again to Boomerang Bags
Geraldton's amazing members who have
donated some more beautiful, recycled
bags to the library to be used by our
children.
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books and
show the best care for the St John’s
library, with the winning class displaying
the St John’s School library trophy for the
week. At the end of the term, the class
with the most weekly wins will receive a
special surprise and bragging rights as the
winner of the Return Books Battle. Last
week’s winner was YEAR 2. Thank you,
Year Two for working together to return
your library books on time and reset the
Library for the next class to enjoy.
Before and After School Book Returns
Children who have forgotten their library
books can now place books on hold to
exchange on returning their current book.
The library will be open from 8 am until
3.30 pm on Wednesday and Thursday to
assist children and families with this
exchange.
Library Closed at Lunch on Wednesday
and Thursday
The Library will be closed during the recess
and lunch period for Term 1.

Religious Education
Project Compassion - Caritas Australia – For All Future Generations
As we continue to support the Project Compassion fundraiser, a reminder that all family
Project Compassion boxes are asked to be returned to the
Office before the end of term. Thank you in advance.
Janice lives on Jawoyn country in Arnhem Land. Like many
remote communities in the Northern Territory, Janice’s
faces a range of challenges – low employment and
education, financial hardship, poorer health and lower life
expectancy.
With your help, Caritas Australia supports Djilpin Arts Aboriginal Corporation, which
operates a centre for traditional and contemporary Aboriginal arts and culture, providing
employment and generating income for local communities.

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Committee
Dear Families,

Easter Raffle
It is Easter Raffle time again! The
P&F request your support for one
of our most popular fundraisers!

Elders run workshops and share their knowledge with the younger generation, and with
visitors. Local guides run bush cultural tours and architect-designed tourist
accommodation is available for visitors.

This year, we will run the raffle in
a modified format. Please refer
to the note that was sent home
last week.

With your support, Caritas Australia was also able to fund the launch of a Djilpin Arts shed
in 2021, to display and store artworks for shipping to online customers. COVID times have
been particularly tough on remote communities, however, Djilpin Arts has been able to
build up the online element of its business during the pandemic, helping communities to
continue to make an income.

Students can purchase tickets
from their class teacher at the
cost of $1.00 per ticket.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

The raffle will be drawn in the
classrooms on Thursday 31st
March.

Administration News
Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Parent Survey- Closed
The Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Parent Aurvey has now closed. Thank you to the 43
families who took the opportunity to share their valuable feedback.
Along with our completed staff and student surveys, we can ensure that future school
improvement processes and plans include the voice of the whole school community.
Reports for these surveys are currently being generated and once received will be
discussed and shared with staff, parents and students.
Harmony Day
To celebrate the important message that Harmony Day brings - ‘Everyone Belongs’, we
invite students from Kindy to Year Six to wear orange accessories on Wednesday 23
March. Teachers will be promoting the Harmony Day message through classroom
discussions and activities next week. We look forward to sharing photos of our Harmony
Day celebrations via the school’s various communication platforms.
Postponed Events
Please be advised that the following events that have been previously communicated on
the Term Planner have been cancelled, in line with the school following Very High Case
Load Guidelines. Some events, where possible, may be rescheduled to another point of
time in the school year.
Wednesday 23 March - Harmony Day Incursion
Thursday 24 March - K/PP Water Fun Afternoon
Friday 25 March - Year 3-6 Swimming Carnival & Year 1/2 Water Fun Afternoon
Wednesday 30 March - Mass of the Holy Oils

P&F Meeting
Monday 21 March at 6:00pm
Online
Thank you,
St John’s School Parents and
Friends’ Association

Administration News
NAPLAN Coordinated Practice Test (CPT)
Next Thursday 24 March, the Year 3 and 5 classes will take part in the NAPLAN Online Coordinated Practice Test (CPT). The purpose of
the CPT is to trial the online assessment platform with a large number of users from around Australia. This will provide an opportunity
to identify any issues with the online assessment platform that need to be addressed before the NAPLAN tests. Another benefit of the
CPT is that students have the opportunity to experience sitting the online test format before the NAPLAN tests occur in May. The
public demonstration site is an additional way to assist students to understand the types of questions and tools available in the
NAPLAN Online tests. Parents are able to access this site at https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.
School Uniform
Please be aware that teachers will be notifying parents/carers of when their child’s uniform, including shoes, jewellery and hair, do not
meet the school’s expectations. In the first instance, teachers will have a verbal discussion with your child. In the second instance, the
teacher will send home a reminder via SeeSaw. Uniform Slips will be issued if the uniform is still not meeting expectations after a
period of time. Please read below to see the uniform requirements for students in Years 1-6:
Girls Uniform

Boys Uniform

-School dress
-Grey shorts or trousers
-All black school shoes/joggers with St -Grey school shirt with emblem
John’s School white socks with green -All black school shoes/joggers with St
band or brown sandals (not surf san- John’s School grey socks with green
dals)
band or brown sandals (not surf san-St John’s School hat
dals)
- St John’s School sports jacket or
-St John’s School hat
school jumper
-St John’s School sports jacket or
school jumper

Sport Uniform (Girls and Boys)
-Bottle green (taslon) shorts
-School sports shirt
-All black joggers (not skate shoes)
and St John’s white socks with green
band
-St John’s School hat
- St John’s School sports jacket

Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

Netball
The following email has been sent to all players:
This process must be completed before the 1st game (7th May 22) by all players, officials and guardians.
•
Once you follow the link (MAKE SURE ITS THE RIGHT ONE) it's quite straightforward.
•
Parents/Guardians/Officials - You will need immediate access to the email address that you register
under because they send a confirming code to it.
•
Once registered, if the player leaves the competition you have until May 1st to de-register without incurring the full
fee.
Please choose the appropriate link to follow: Please note that for those born in 2012 but are in the Year 6 team you
should choose the 2nd link – all others born in 2012 please use the 1st link
•

To all players born from 1/1/2012 to 31/12/2015 (and Mrs Osborn and Mrs Allison)
https://www.playhq.com/netball-australia/register/336b6a
To all players born from 1/1/2010 to 31/12/2012
https://www.playhq.com/netball-australia/register/74577e
Good luck, and remember that if you have any difficulty you can come in to the school any morning (with a device to
access your email) and I will be able to help you.
Christine Kerr
Netball Co-ordinator, St John's School

