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Principal’s Notes
Mother’s Day
Wishing all the Mums, Nannas, Aunts and the special ladies in our lives a very Happy Mother’s
Day for Sunday. May your day begin with a cup of tea, a hug and lots of messages of love.
Thank you for the unconditional love your show to your children.
NAPLAN
Next week, the students in Years Three and Five sit the NAPLAN Tests. It is a timely reminder
for our students that at St John’s School, our vision for them as a learner, centres on ‘Every
Story Every Opportunity’. The NAPLAN Tests are one small part of their own individual
learning journey. The Staff of St John’s School work hard to know the individual story of each
student and the results of NAPLAN add just one small piece of the puzzle to assist in the
provision of every opportunity for students to reach their full potential.
NAPLAN does not assess the individuality and uniqueness of our students. As a school, we
know this about every student because of the relationships we form with the students on a
day to day basis. The tests do not show how the students love to sing, their strengths in
painting or their ability to excel in the sporting arena, but we know this through the varied
opportunities we provide.
The assessors of the tests have not witnessed the students’ leadership skills or the way they
reach out to help others, but we as a staff do, as we have evidence of these behaviours each
and every day. They do not know that the students are supportive friends, help their family
and try their best each day as these cannot be tested through NAPLAN. We see this because
the students are contributing members of the St John’s School Community.
The results of the NAPLAN tests will provide a snapshot of the students’ academic ability but
not the full picture. They will not measure the children’s growth, the challenges that
individuals have overcome.
I ask all students to continue to come to school with a positive mindset, do their best and
know that because we know your story, we will continue to provide every opportunity for
your specialness to shine brightly.
P&F Committee
After putting a shout out on Facebook, I am very pleased to announce we have three new
P&F Committee members. I would like to officially welcome and thank Amy Bateman, Kate
Bailey and Megan Clarkson. I look forward to working with you in the future.
Student Code of Conduct
Last year, Mrs Gina Halford, Health and Physical Education Teacher, worked with the students
of St John’s School to develop our Student Code of Conduct. The students worked through
activities to help them to express how they want to feel most of the time at school, the
behaviours needed for these feelings and what to do if these behaviours were not evident.
By involving the students in the development of their Code of Conduct, their engagement in
learning and their sense of pride in their school is enhanced. It also develops a sense of
belonging, enhancing the feeling that they have been listened to and most importantly heard.
I would like to thanks Mrs Halford and the students for the work that went into producing the
Code. The final outline can be found on page five of the newsletter.

Dates to
Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Term Two
Friday 6th May
Prayer Assembly Year 6
P&F Meeting - 1:45pm
Saturday 7th May
First Eucharist
Commitment Mass SFX
6:00pm
Sunday 8th May
First Eucharist
Commitment Mass SFX
7:30am, 9:30am &
6:00pm
First Eucharist
Commitment Mass St
John’s Church 8:30am
Monday 9th May
Rugby Clinics - Years 1-6
(Sports Uniform)
Tuesday 10th May
NAPLAN Commences

Child Safe Framework
St John’s School, in partnership with Catholic Education Western Australia, aims to provide
the best Catholic education and outcomes for your child in an engaging, safe and
supportive school environment. The combined nine elements of the Child Safe
Framework, supports a child safe culture, healthy and respectful relationships, and
extended guardianship in school communities, based on the latest research and recognised
best practices. Please refer to page six for further information.
Every Story Every Opportunity
Every Story Every Opportunity, this is the vision of St John’s School. As a staff, we believe
that we need to know the story of each individual so we can provide them with every
opportunity for them to meet their full potential on all levels. This vision also guides our
strategic direction and decision making processes.
Code of Conduct – Statement Eleven
Conduct Statement Ten from the St John’s School Code of Conduct is, ‘You maintain and
build on the community’s trust and confidence in Catholic schools and the Church’. This
statement calls us to build trust and confidence in the school, community and Church. The
Principal is to be notified if you are involved in any criminal investigation/legal process that
undermines trust and confidence in your ability to care for students. The interests of the
St John’s School and Church are to be considered at all times, and the safety and
well-being of the students is paramount.
This is a snapshot of Conduct Statement Eleven. The full transcript can be found at https://
www.sjr.wa.edu.au/pdf/policies_codeofconduct.pdf
Good News Story
One morning this week, I witnessed a Year Six student, Lilah, assisting a student who had
fallen over on the basketball court. I was very proud of the way that Lilah took time out
from her own game to thoughtfully check in on the injured child and reassure them they
were okay. Thank you, Lilah.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education
Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, Year Six Class will be leading the school
community in a Prayer Assembly. This is the first time in quite a while we have been able
to gather as a community of faith. Everyone is welcome to attend. Please ensure you
maintain social distancing and sanitise hands upon entry.
Sacrament of First Eucharist
This term, students in Year Four, will be celebrating the Sacrament of First Eucharist.
Please take note of the following dates:
Sunday 8 May at 8.30am in the St John’s Church will see our First Eucharist Candidates
and their parent/carers make their commitment to prepare for the Sacrament of First
Eucharist. It is a requirement that all Eucharistic candidates from St John’s School attend a
Sacrament of First Eucharist Commitment Mass.
Please see below the alternate times for the Commitment Masses at St Francis Xavier
Cathedral:
•
Saturday 7 May and Saturday 14 May at 6.00pm
•
Sunday 8 May at 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm
It is preferred students attend the St John’s Church Commitment Mass.

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

LIBRARY DAYS
Wednesdays - PP, Year 4, Year 5
Thursdays - Year 1, Year 2, Year 3, Year 6
The 2022 Randolph Stow Young Writers
Award
Information has been provided to the
children in Years 3-6 about the creative
writing competition. The competition is
now open and will run until 4 July and is
divided into two categories: poetry and
prose. Children can enter both categories,
but only one entry is permitted for each.
Entry forms are available at the library.
Last year, our own Meg Noble, from Year
6, won the Upper Primary Poetry
Category.
Please encourage your children to enter as
we have some wonderfully creative
writers at St John’s School, and we would
love to keep showing the Geraldton
community what they can do.
The Golden Pen Writing Award
Information has been sent home with all
students in Years 4 to 6 for those young
writers keen to share their stories with the
world and enter the Western Australian
writing competition. Entries must be
submitted by 17 July 2022. For more
information: scribblersfestival.com.au/
golden-pen.
Battle of the Return Books
Each year group competes weekly to have
the least number of overdue books and
show the best care for the St John’s
Library, with the winning class displaying
the St John’s School library trophy for the
week. Last week’s winner was YEAR 6.
Thank you, Year 6 for working together to
return your library books on time and
reset the library for the next class to enjoy.
School Book Returns
Important points to remember: Return
your library books on time, look after them
and keep them in the best condition you
can, don’t forget to bring your library bag
when coming to borrow books.
The Library Closed at Lunch on
Wednesday and Thursday
The Library will be closed during the recess
and lunch period until further notice.

Religious Education
•
•

Sacrament of First Eucharist Retreat Day will be held on Thursday 16 June.
The Sacrament of First Eucharist for St John’s School will be held on Sunday 19 June
at the St John’s Church at 8.30am. Further information regarding this special
celebration will be sent out closer to the date.

Fruit of the Spirit – Peace
This week we again focus on the Fruit of Peace:
‘Peace be with you’. (John 20:19)
Before explaining the significance of this expression, which is so significant to our faith and
liturgical Mass, it will be helpful to recount the events of the days following Jesus’
crucifixion and resurrection:
•
•
•
•
•

Early in the morning, a few women discover the empty tomb (Matt. 28:1-7; Mk.
16:1 -7; Lk. 24:1-7; Jn. 20:1).
Upset, the women depart from the garden and inform the disciples (Matt. 28:8-10;
Lk. 24:8-11; Jn. 20:2).
Peter and John run to the tomb and discover it is empty (Lk. 24:12; Jn. 20:3-10).
Mary of Magdala returns to the tomb and meets the resurrected Jesus. Jesus tells
Mary not to worry (Jn. 20:11-18).
Jesus appears to Cleopas and another with him on the road to Emmaus (Lk. 24:1335). That evening, Jesus appears to his troubled and scared disciples, minus St
Thomas, in a house in Jerusalem (Lk. 24:36-43; Jn. 20:19-23) and offers them his
peace.

Jesus gives peace unlike any peace offered by and experienced in the world. Based on the
peace Jesus offers, our hearts are not to be troubled or afraid anymore. With Jesus’ peace,
no sin or trouble can overcome us. These words are enacted in our liturgical Mass. Each
time we celebrate Mass, we offer Jesus’ peace to each other, just as Jesus did to his
disciples.
Communio Week 2022 – ‘Hear our Stories’
In Week Five, the St John’s School community will celebrate Communio Week. Communio
Week supports the Catholic affiliated agencies in the Geraldton Diocese and aims to aid
those in need. This is an initiative fully supported by Bishop Michael Morrissey. This year’s
theme is ‘Hear our Stories’. More information regarding Communio Week will be sent out
in the coming weeks.
Mother’s Day
This coming Sunday is Mother’s Day. We thank God for all the women in our lives who love
us, nurture us and protect us from harm. Students, make sure you tell your Mum, Nanna,
Aunt or whoever is special in your life, how much you love them.
Keeping Safe Curriculum Term Two 2022
This term during Health, students will be covering critical learning intentions within the
Keeping Safe Child Protection Curriculum. Please find below some of the key concepts
covered this term:
•
•
•
•

Understand that we all have rights, e.g. the right to be safe, the right to be cared
for, the right to be listened to.
Know the difference between things they may want such as chocolate or toys, and
things they need such as healthy food, education and a safe place to live.
Understand relationships with their family, friends and others, and safe ways to
interact (if consensual and trusted), e.g. hug, kiss, shake hands, wave
Recognise what bullying behaviour looks like and what to do if they or someone
else is being bullied, e.g. tell the person to stop, walk away, talk to a trusted adult.

P&F News
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Committee

Term Two
Meeting Dates
Friday 6th May
1:45pm (at school)
Monday 23rd May
6:00pm (at school)
Friday 24th June
1:45pm (at school)

2022 P&F
Mother’s Day
Morning Tea
At the last P&F Meeting, the
difficult decision was made to
cancel the 2022 P&F Mother’s
Day Morning Tea due to the Very
High Case Load restrictions that
were currently in place.
The P&F is looking at ways they
can hold other events later in the
year. Thank you, in anticipation,
for your understanding in relation
to this decision.

Religious Education
•
•
•
•

Understand that personal power can be used positively and negatively, e.g., letting another child join in the game, not taking
turns on the swings.
Know what to do if someone tells them to do something that feels unsafe.
Identify trusted people at home, in the family, at school and in the community. Include a support service such as Kids Helpline.
Practise talking to the people on their trusted network and know how to get help if they need it.

Mr Brett Love
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Administration News
Assembly - Update
We are very pleased that the recent lifting of COVID-19 restrictions will allow us to resume our Whole School Assemblies. This means
that for our School Assembly next week, on Thursday 12 May at 2:20pm, all students from Pre Primary to Year Six will attend. We also
look forward to once again being able to welcome parents and other family members as audience members. We ask that you please
remember to sanitise your hands on entry to the School Hall and to socially distance from others.
NAPLAN 2021 Testing Timetable
NAPLAN testing for students in Year 3 and 5 will commence next Tuesday 10 May and concludes in Week 4 on Friday 20 May. The
proposed timetable for each of the assessments is below. If students are absent for their scheduled assessment, the school will
provide them with an opportunity to complete the missed assessment during Week 4. Teachers will continue to prepare students and
familiarise them with the online site in the lead up to NAPLAN. If parents wish to, they are also able to access this practice site at
https://www.nap.edu.au/online-assessment/public-demonstration-site.

Tuesday 10 May

Wednesday 11 May

Thursday 12 May

Friday 13 May

Writing Year 3

Reading Year 3

Language Conventions Year 3

Numeracy Year 3

Writing Year 5

Reading Year 5

Language Conventions Year 5

Numeracy Year 5

School Photographs
School photographs are due to take place on Wednesday 25 May. Students are requested to wear their full School Uniform instead of
their Sport Uniform on this day. Faction Captains and Vice Captains are requested to bring their Sport Uniform in their bags to change
into for their group faction photo.
School Photograph Order forms from MSP were sent home with each child last term. If you did not receive one, please make
contact with your child’s Classroom Teacher.
You can order online at www.msp.com.au and place your order using your child’s unique 8-digit shoot key. These orders close six days
after the day of the school photographs, with late orders incurring a $30 archive fee.
Family photos can be arranged by picking up a family envelope from the School Office. Online ordering is not available for family
photos. Family photos will be taken between 8:15am and 9:00am on Wednesday 25 May, in the School Hall.

Emma Pollard
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

Netball Fixtures
Round 1 - Saturday 7th May
Teams

Time

A Yellow

St John’s Vs St Francis

C Yellow

St John’s Bye

NSG Set

St John’s Vs St Lawrence’s Teal

Court___

11:00am

Stadium

09:45am

6

For training sessons can Parents/Carers who are picking up players please park in the Church carpark and enter
via the steps behind the Hall.

Hockey Results
Division 1 - defeated SFX 3 - 0
Best Players: Kai, Lilah, Mac and Toby, in his first game
Division 2 lost to St Lawrence’s 5 - 2
Best Players: Logan with great goal work, stopped many goals and had the crowd cheering on his clearance skills. Luke
with strong play in the centre and Jack with great ball clearances when under pressure.
Half Field played Tarcoola

Hockey Fixtures
Saturday 7th May
Division 1 Vs St Lawrence’s

11:00am

Std 1

Division 2 Vs St Lawrence’s 2

08:30am

Std 1 Nth

Half Field Vs St Lawrence’s 2

11.30am

Grass 1

A reminder that all players need to be at their games at least 10 minutes prior to the start of their fixture.

Fees and Registration
All players must register at:
https://www.revolutionise.com.au/geraldtonhockey/registration/

Children who are 8 years or under will not need to pay when they register.
Children who are 9 years or above will need to pay $31.50 when they register.

Fees for Division 1 and Division 2 players are $100.
Fees for Half Field players are $50.

Fees need to be paid at the St John’s School Office.

