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Principal’s Notes

2025 Students

If your child/ren is/are not returning to St John’s School for the 2025 school year, | ask that
you notify the School Office as soon as possible. This notification assists us to finalise numbers
for next year and process the students we have on our waiting lists.

Thank you to those families who have already notified us of the change in their circumstances
for 2025.

Staffing 2025
Please find on page five of the Newsletter staffing arrangements for 2025. With any changes

in staffing, it inevitably brings moments of celebration as we welcome new members to the
school community and moments of sadness as we bid farewell to the staff who are leaving.
Please beware that between now and the start of the 2025 school year, extenuating
circumstances may result in changes occurring. Any such changes will be communicated to
the school community as soon as practicable.

Please note that we have secured a Groundsman and are completing the final stages of the
employment process. Interviews for the Year One Teacher are taking place over the next
week. Once these two positions have been finalised, we will announce the appointments to
the school community.

Champions Cup — Basketball WA

On Monday the Year Six boys basketball team travelled to Perth for the Champions Cup. The
team was on fire, securing an impressive three victories out of four games! The players
showcased not only their skills on the court but also outstanding sportsmanship, making us all
proud.

Thank you to all the parents for transporting the boys to Perth so we could participate in the
competition. My thanks are also extended to Miss Tessa Venturini who travelled from
Kalgoorlie to coach the boys. We also loved having baby Theo as our team mascot. Finally,
thank you to Mrs Laura Lang for using her creative skills to transform plain singlets into ones
that featured the name of the school and the individual numbers. The boys looked great.

School Feast Day
Today, we celebrated the St John’s School Feast Day. At our Feast Day Liturgy, we presented

the Nano Nagle Awards to students who exhibit ‘Sharing, Caring and a Sense of Justice’.
Please see page three for a list of the recipients . A very BIG thank you to P&F, under the
guidance of Amy Bateman, for making the annual feast day activity so slimy, messy and fun.
The children had a wonderful time!

2025 Kindy Transition

Over the last two Mondays, we have welcomed the 2025 Kindy students for their Transition
Visits. It has been delightful to witness the joy on the faces of the students as they begin their
educational journey. The tears have been minimal and some of those have been because the
students did not want to leave!

2025 School Fees

After three years of any changes to the school fees, the difficult decision has been made to
introduce an increase to the 2025 school fees. As endorsed by the School Advisory Council, a
5% fee increase will be applied. This was a difficult decision to make as we are conscious of
the cost of living for all members of the school community and as a school, we have also had
to navigate price rises across all areas of our budget.

TERM 4 WEEK 7
21 November 2024

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 22 November
Prayer Assembly
PP - 8:45am

Monday 25 November
Kindy Transition
9:15am-10:15am

Tuesday 26 November
Transition Morning
Kindy to Year 5

Friday 29 November
Prayer Assembly
Staff - 8:45am

School Concert
Pre-Primary to Year 6
5:30pm

Wednesday 4 December
Kindy Concert - 9:30am

Year 6 Graduation
5:30pm - School Hall

Friday 6 December
Prayer Assembly
Spiritual Ministry -
8:45am

Year 6 Big Day Out
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Principal’s Notes

I would like to remind all parents/carers that should the cost of the school fees ever
become problematic, please make an appointment to come and see me so we can discuss
a mutually suitable solution. School fees should never be a reason for any family to think
that their child cannot receive a Catholic education.

On Tuesday, we held the 2024 Annual Community Meeting (ACM). At this meeting, we
took some time to acknowledge and thank the departing members of the School Advisory
Council and P&F.

Thank you to Mrs Nicole Jupp and Mrs Ebony Wheatland who are both stepping down
from the School Advisory Council. Both ladies have served the maximum term on the
Council, six years. During this time, Nicole has held the positions of Treasurer and General
Member and has generously given her time to fulfill the requirements of the roles. We
acknowledge and thank Ebony for fulfilling her position on the Council finding the time to
give back to the school community. Thank you, Ebony and Nicole.

Mrs Censina Barndon, Mrs Lisa Husking and Mrs Kelly Mattsson are all stepping down from
the P&F for a number of different reasons. | would like to sincerely thanks ladies for their
tireless commitment to serving on the P&F, taking on different positions during their
service including Treasurer and Secretary. With their many skills and talents, fundraising
and friendraising flourished in the interests of the students.

I would like to also extend a belated thank you to Mrs Megan Clarkson who served on the
P&F and School Advisory Council. Megan stepped down earlier in the year and | am
grateful for her willingness to be a member of the two parent bodies, acting as a conduit
between the two Thank you, Megan.

| would like to welcome the members of the 2025 School Advisory Council as elected at
Tuesday’s Annual Community Meeting:

Jo Blayney (Chairperson)
Melissa Evans (Secretary)
Leah Hirst

Nicholas Bailey

Jaimee Davis

All unfilled roles will be decided upon and shared with the school community in 2025.

| would like to welcome the members of the 2025 P&F as elected at Tuesday’s Annual
Community Meeting:

Amy Bateman (President)
Kellie Burg (Treasurer)
Amy Thomas (Secretary)
Nikki Barndon

Ben Davies

Amy Weatherby

If anyone else is looking to join the P&F in 2025, you would be warmly welcomed. All
unfilled roles will be decided upon and shared with the school community in 2025.

The Year Six boys basketball team are the stars of the fortnight. You made me very proud
in Perth for your grit, your determination and your sportsmanship. You showed what little
old St John’s School can really do!

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

Library Days

Wednesdays - Year 1 & Year 2
Thursdays - Pre Primary, Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5 & Year 6

Library News

Thank you to families and
students who have
already returned their
library books. Please
check your Seesaw
messages for any Overdue
Reminder Notifications.
Please contact the library
if you have any queries
regarding the overdue books.

The library had a surprise visit from author
Edith Wright last week who was here at
school for an AERG Meeting in the hall.
When Edith was being shown around the
school she called into the library,
recommending a book titled “Charlie’s
Swim”. | didn’t know this book was written
by Edith as it was listed as a Children’s Book
Week notable in 2023.

Charlie’s Swim is based on a true story. The
author’s Uncle Charlie was working on a
flying boat when the attack happened in
Broome during World War |l. The
wonderful illustrations on every page show
us exactly what happened next. A woman
and child holding tightly to his shoulders,
Charlie watching for stray bullets and
worrying about hungry sharks.

So, | feel one of the best parts of this book
is a photo of the real Charlie, born 1919
and died 1993, holding his Certificate of
Merit and wearing one of his medals for
bravery from the Dutch government. A
wonderful story that needs to be told.

Reviewed by Merle Morcom


https://goodreadingmagazine.com.au/titlepage/charlies-swim/

Religious Education P&F News

Prayer Assembl pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
Tomorrow, at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, the Pre Primary Class will be leading the
school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

P&F Committee

Fruit of the Spirit

This is the third week, St John’s School will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Self-Control:
Events - Term 4

Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable, if anything, is excellent or

praiseworthy think about such things.
Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me or seen in me put it into
practice. And the God of peace will be with you.
Philippians 4: 8-9

MONDAY 2 DECEMBER

In this letter to the Philippians, St Paul reminds us to focus on things in our lives that are
true and good. Through doing so, we open ourselves wholly up to the peace of God, rather
than the temptation of sin.

Whole School Feast Day Mass - Thank You
On Thursday, we celebrated the St John’s School Feast Day. A huge thank you to all the
families who attended the Liturgy.

At the conclusion of the Liturgy, two students from each class were awarded our Nano
Nagle Awards for 2024. The recipients of these awards have adhered to the three pillars of
Nano Nagle during the 2024 school year: Sharing, Caring and a Sense of Justice.

Please see below the names of the children who received the Nano Nagle Award for 2024:

Pre-Primary Billy and Ada

Year 1 Zareth and Gabrielle
Year 2 Hemi and Serenity
Year 3 Jerome T and Lucy
Year 4 Liam and Caysee
Year 5 Zavier C and Billie
Year 6 Isaac G and Elizabeth

Graduation Mass 2023

On Wednesday 4 December at 5:30pm, St John’s School will celebrate a Graduation Mass to
officially farewell the Graduating Class of 2024. Graduation Mass and supper will be located
in the St John’s Hall.

Advent

Next Sunday is the First Sunday of Advent. We are reminded by the Church that the season
of Advent is a time of expectancy. We are to prepare with joy in our hearts for the coming of
Christ. Over the coming four weeks, a candle will be lit at the beginning of each Eucharistic
celebration. The four candles represent the four weeks of Advent. At Mass next Sunday, the
first purple candle will be lit as we wait for the coming of Christ. This candle represents
hope. We can have hope because God is faithful and will keep the promise he made to us.

Mrs Laura Lang -
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION




Administration News

2025 Student Booklists
The process for ordering student booklists has changed as we head towards the 2025 school year. The decision has been made that as

a school we will go with a bulk ordering approach, rather than families having to order and supply individual booklists for students
and bring them to school on the first day of the new school year. This decision has been made for multiple reasons and includes but is
not limited to:

. reduce costs for families.

. to ensure that all students have the required materials.

. a long term approach toward improving our school sustainability.

. to allow resources to arrive and be organised prior to the start of the school year, allowing a smoother start to the first day for

students, families and teachers.

Parents will continue to pay for student booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each child’s school fees. If you
have any questions about these changes, please do not hesitate to contact me.

2025 Kindy Orientation Day & Transition Visits
We were excited to meet our newest St John’s students for 2025 as they attended the Kindy Orientation Day and follow up Transition

Visits. Please see the final date below which has been scheduled to support the transition of students as they commence Kindy next
year.
Monday 25" November: Kindy Transition Visit 9:15-10:15am.

Nagle Catholic College Music Department Tour

Students in Pre-Primary to Year Six were excited to welcome students from the Nagle Music department who visited St John’s on
Friday 15™ November. It was fantastic to see the range of musical talents on show and | am sure many of our students were inspired
to join the band or choir! We thank Nagle Catholic College and their talented students for putting on such a spectacular performance
for us!

Transition Morning — Kindy to Year 5

Students in Kindy to Year 5 will participate in a transition morning on Tuesday 26" November. Each class will be given the
opportunity to visit their classroom for the following year, and where possible, with the 2025 classroom teacher, to participate in a
range of activities to become familiar with the new environment.

End of Year Concerts

The following dates have been set for our end of year concerts, please add them to your diary, we can’t wait to see you there!
Friday 29" November: Pre-Primary to Year 6 Concert 5:30pm.
Wednesday 4" December: Kindy Concert 9:30am.

Year 6 Graduation
Please save the date for the Year 6 Graduation on Wednesday 4™ December at 5:30pm in the School Hall. Please see the parent letter

sent home for further information.

Semester Two Reports

End of year reports will be sent home with students on Thursday 5" December. The purpose of these reports is to identify and
communicate areas for celebration as well as areas for future development. Reports in Years 1-6 measure student progress using an A
-E grading scale, with a C grade indicating that students have met the ‘at target’ point for their respective year level in each of

the learning areas. If you have any concerns or queries regarding your child's School Report, please arrange a mutually convenient
time to meet with your child's classroom teacher. Congratulations to all of our students for their efforts during Semester Two | look
forward to seeing them tackle new learning and challenges next year.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello












Aussie of the Month

Well done to both our Junior Aussie Olivia G and

Our Senior Aussie Darci B.










