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Principal’s Notes

Conclusion of the 2024 School Year

The 2024 school year will come to an end tomorrow. This time of the year is always a time
mixed emotions. We may feel tired with the many events to attend and jobs to be done, and
anxious about the changes install for 2025. As we reflect on the year that was, may we also
feel a sense of joy and achievement with everything that we accomplished and as we look to
2025, may there be a sense of hope with the new adventure and challenge that lies ahead.

Graduating Class of 2024
Last night, the Year Six Class was recognised as graduands, graduating from St John’s School.
Congratulations to the following students:

Iyane Jack Max Samson Darci
Azelia Sienna Coby Chol Levi
Darcy Mackenzie Shakiya Isaac G Elliyarn
Luke Dustin Lucas Beau Bianca
Cheyne Reece Daniel Elizabeth Vienna
Lillie-Rae Jett William Chloe Isaac Z

During your primary school years at St John’s School, you have worked hard, demonstrated
strong leadership, and through your thoughts, words and actions, reflected the teachings of
Jesus, loving your neighbour. It has been an honour to work with you for just under six years
and | wish you nothing but the very best for your high school years and beyond. The next
chapter of your life is waiting for you to plan, write and live out. May God keep you safe on
your journey.

Thank you to all of the family members and friends who came along to support the Year Six
students. My gratitude is also extended to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for coordinating the Mass and
to Father Robert for presiding over the Eucharistic celebration. | would like to thank all the
staff who assisted before, during and/or after the Graduation Mass and Supper, especially Mrs
Laura Lang and Mrs Sarah D’Mello.

Staffing Goodbyes
As our school year draws to a close, we have a few staff members to say goodbye to as they
leave St John’s school for the next chapter in their lives.

Mr Patrick Matthews

After forty remarkable years of dedication and service, we bid farewell to Mr Matthews whose
contributions to our school have been immeasurable. Over the decades, he has been a
guiding light for countless students, offering his unwavering support in teaching and learning,
sports, Sacraments, and our beloved end of year concerts.

His passion for helping students reach their potential, both in and out of the classroom, has
left a lasting impact on many. Whether cheering from the sidelines or leading with
compassion in the classroom, Mr Matthews has been a constant presence in the lives of our
school community. His love for teaching and supporting student development will be missed
by all.

Thank you, Mr Matthews, for your decades of hard work, kindness, and for making a
difference in the lives of so many, including multiple generations. You will always be a
cherished part of our school’s legacy. We wish you all the best in your well-deserved
retirement.

TERM 4 WEEK 9
5 December 2024

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 6 December
Prayer Assembly
Spiritual Ministry -
8:45am

Year 6 Big Day Out

Friday 31 January
Uniform Shop Open Day
11:00am - 3:00pm

Wednesday 5 February
Students Commence

Friday 7 February
Leadership Day -
Years 5 & 6

Friday 14 February
Prayer Assembly
8:45am
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Mrs Kylie Murphy

With mixed emotions, we say goodbye to Mrs Murphy, a much loved teacher who has
been an integral part of our school community for fifteen years. For many years, Mrs
Murphy has worked tirelessly in the early years, nurturing and guiding our youngest
students with care, patience, and dedication.

Mrs Murphy has also lead by example, continuing to learn and grow as an educator, always
striving to improve her skillset and ensure the best for her students. We thank Mrs
Murphy for her years of service and wish her all the best in the next chapter of her journey.
She will be greatly missed!

Mrs Makeeli Allison

After several wonderful years at St John’s School, we bid farewell to Mrs Allison, who has
been a hard working educator in early childhood. Mrs Allison played a key role in leading
digital technologies, helping both students and staff embrace new learning tools with
enthusiasm and creativity. Her passion for technology and dedication to her students have
made an impact, and we are grateful for all the ways she has enriched our school
community. We wish Mrs Allison all the best as she begins her exciting new journey at St
Mary’s School.

Miss Abbey Wilson

We say a heartfelt goodbye to Mrs Allison, who has been a dedicated Education Assistant
at our school for the past couple of years. Always willing to lend a hand, Miss Wilson has
supported our students on camp, helped with sports, and been a steady presence in many
classrooms. Miss Wilson formed meaningful relationships with the students she worked
with, always going above and beyond to ensure they feel valued and supported. Her
warmth and kindness will be greatly missed by both staff and students alike. Good luck
with your nursing career, Miss Wilson.

Mrs Chantelle Tarr

We would like to extend a thank you to Mrs Tarr, who has worked one day a week in Year
Two this year. Despite her limited time, Mrs Tarr has formed positive relationships with
students. Mrs Tarr taught a number of learning areas with flexibility and enthusiasm,
always adapting to meet the needs of her students. We wish her all the best in the future
and hope to see her for relief.

Please find on page five of the Newsletter the updated staffing arrangements for 2025.
Please be aware that between now and the start of the 2025 school year, extenuating cir-
cumstances may result in changes occurring. Any such changes will be communicated to
the school community as soon as practicable.

Please see page six for the full list of dates for the 2025 school year.

Over the course of the year, the students have been very lucky to be able to access
Scholastic Book Club. Our Book Club is co-ordinated by a staff/parent volunteer in our
school community, Miss Amy Causer. We are very appreciative of all that Miss Causer does
throughout the year to collate orders, process payments and distribute the books. Not
only does Miss Causer’s work help students to foster a love of reading, points are also
raised and the school can use these points to add texts to our Library collection. Thank
you, Miss Causer.

The cute factor was on very high this week as the youngest students in the school
performed at their Christmas Concerts. The singing, dancing, smiles and laughs were all on
display for the many family and friends to enjoy. | thank all of parents, carers,
grandparents and friends who came along to support the students.

An enormous thank you must also go to all the Kindy Staff for preparing the students and
the Hall. Your dedication to ensuring the students are provided with every opportunity is
most certainly evident.

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow
books.

Library Days

Wednesdays - Year 1 & Year 2
Thursdays - Pre Primary, Year 3, Year 4,
Year 5 & Year 6

Welcome to Summer. A great time for
reading and relaxing under a nice shady
tree.

Thank you to all the students who have
returned their library books before heading
off on holidays. If you still have a book that
needs to be returned, please call in and
drop it to the Office.

Goodbye and best wishes to the Year 6
students. | will miss all your amazing stories
and your book reviews and
recommendations.

Farewell to Mr Matthews. Mr Matthews
had a favourite library book he read to his
students over the many years he was
teaching. It was Kenny’s Big Adventure. |
hope you have lots of adventures Mr
Matthews in your retirement. You will be
missed.

The City of Greater Geraldton Library has
some amazing holiday activities for children
over the holiday break.

The book for the 2025 National Simultane-
ous Storytime has been announced. “The
Truck Cat is a story that’s all about
belonging and connection” says the book’s
author Deborah Frenkel, “so it’s an
absolute thrill that this book will connect so
many readers through National
Simultaneous Storytime in 2025. I’'m enor-
mously honoured on Tinka the cat’s
behalf!”

I look forward to hearing all about your
summer reading when | see you next.
Merry Christmas.



Good News Story
The students from Kindy to Year Six must be recognised for being the stars of the fortnight.

They were all literally the stars of the stage as they participated in their respective concerts.
Look out Hollywood P& F N EWS

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

Christmas and New Year

I would like to wish all members of the St John’s School Community
a very happy and holy Christmas. May you and your family P&F Committee
experience the joy of Christmas. | also hope that your holidays
provide an opportunity to rest and recharge in preparation for the
2025 school year.

Events - Term 4

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education

End of Year Mass 2024
Tomorrow, we celebrate the end of the 2024 school year with a Thanksgiving Liturgy. All
community members are welcome to attend.

On behalf of St John’s School, | would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Robert
O’Bryan, Mrs Sis Macdonald and the Parish of St John’s Church for everything they have
done to support the St John’s School community this year. We are truly blessed to have such
amazing people who continue to give of themselves for the service of our students.

Advent
This Sunday is the second Sunday of Advent. The theme of the second week is ‘Peace’. It is a
reminder that the Advent season is a season of joy.

Year Six Graduation

The Year Six Graduation Mass and Awards Ceremony took place last night. The Year Six
students represented themselves, their families and St John’s School with maturity,
reverence and joy.

Thank you to all of the family members and friends who came along to support the Year Six
students. Our gratitude is also extended to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for coordinating the Mass
and to Father Robert for presiding over the Eucharistic celebration. To the staff who assist-
ed before, during and/or after the Graduation Mass and Supper, thank you!

Christmas Wishes
Wishing all our families at St John’s School a safe and festive season. We will see you back in
2024! May the peace and joy of the newborn Christ be with you all during this festive

season.

Mrs Laura Lang - ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION




Administration News

2025 Student Booklists
The process for ordering student booklists has changed as we head towards the 2025 school year. The decision has been made that as

a school we will go with a bulk ordering approach, rather than families having to order and supply individual booklists for students
and bring them to school on the first day of the new school year. This decision has been made for multiple reasons and includes but is
not limited to:

. reduce costs for families.

. to ensure that all students have the required materials.

. a long term approach toward improving our school sustainability.

. to allow resources to arrive and be organised prior to the start of the school year, allowing a smoother start to the first day for

students, families and teachers.

Parents will continue to pay for student booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each child’s school fees. If you
have any questions about these changes, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Transition Morning — Kindy to Year 5

Students in Kindy to Year 5 participated in a transition morning last week. Students were able to visit their classroom for 2025 and
where possible, meet their classroom teacher for next year. There were many exciting activities and smiles to be seen throughout the
school!

End of Year Concerts

Thank you to all the parents, carers, family and friends who attended both Kindy Concert and the Pre-Primary to Year Six Concert and
Award Presentation evenings for our students. We hope you enjoyed the incredible talents of our students as we celebrated the end

of the school year. We extend a very big thank you to 65Thirty Events and Entertainment for the stage, lighting and sound set up, and
to the Hirst Family for the donation of the lighting tower on the oval.

A big congratulations is extended to the St John’s staff, for their efforts in preparing the students so well and all of the behind the
scenes work to assist with making the night such as success. The students deserve the final mention, they were incredible! All stu-

dents did an amazing job, acting, singing and dancing. They were definitely the stars of the night!

Semester Two Reports

End of year reports will be sent home with students today, Thursday 5" December. The purpose of these reports is to identify and
communicate areas for celebration as well as areas for future development. Reports in Years 1-6 measure student progress using an
A-E grading scale, with a C grade indicating that students have met the ‘at target’ point for their respective year level in each of

the learning areas. If you have any concerns or queries regarding your child's School Report, please arrange a mutually convenient
time to meet with your child's classroom teacher. Congratulations to all of our students for their efforts during Semester Two | look
forward to seeing them tackle new learning and challenges next year.

School Holidays
The final day for Term Four and the 2024 school year is Friday 6" December. The 2025 school year commences for students on

Wednesday 5t February. We look forward to welcoming all students back on this day.

Thank You and Happy Holidays

I would like to extend a very big thank you to the St John’s School staff, students, and school community for your support throughout
the year. | have thoroughly enjoyed joining the school community this year and working alongside you all and am looking forward to

2025. | wish everyone a joyous Christmas, filled with love, good health and happiness and look forward to seeing you all again in the

new year.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello






Term One

Friday 31 January
Monday 3 February
Tuesday 4 February
Wednesday 5 February
Monday 3 March
Friday 11 April

Term Two
Monday 28 April
Tuesday 29 April
Monday 2 June
Friday 4 July

Term Three

Monday 21 July
Tuesday 22 July
Monday 18 August
Thursday 25 September
Friday 26 September

Term Four

Monday 13 October
Tuesday 14 October
Friday 12 December
Friday 19 December

Uniform Shop Open (11:00am to 3:00pm)

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Students commence Term One

Public Holiday (Labour Day)

Staff and Students conclude Term One

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Students commence Term Two

Public Holiday (WA Day)

Staff and Students conclude Term Two

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Students commence Term Three

Pupil Free Day — Catholic Day

Students conclude Term Three

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Students commence Term Four

Students conclude Term Four

Staff conclude Term Four










UNIFORM OPEN DAY

Uniform Shop Open Day 2025 will be held on Friday 31 January 2025, 11:00am — 3:00pm.

Our Uniform Shop is now located in the new Administration building. However due to limited space, we again
request families place early orders through QuickClig or email to admin@sjr.wa.edu.au. Orders should be placed
by midnight Thursday 30 January to enable packing on Friday morning.

Your order can then be available for pickup between 11:00am — 3:00pm. Payment will be required at time of
pickup for all emailed orders. If you are unable to pick up your order between these times, please advise Mrs
Tracey Doglione to arrange another time or day.

Any other arrangements or uniform orders that are to be paid by an external organisation can be emailed
through to admin@sjr.wa.edu.au. If purchase orders are required by the external corporations, please arrange
for these to be issued to the School prior to uniform orders being processed and collected.
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