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Principal’s Notes

Welcome to 2025

Welcome back to St John’s School for 2025. It was so wonderful to see the smiling faces of the
students as they arrived back at school on Wednesday. The students have brought life, love
and laughter back to our community and it has been delightful to have them return to the
school environment. | look forward to the journey we are all about to take as we embark on
the 2025 school year.

New Students

In addition to the students starting their schooling in the Kindy Classroom, we have a number
of new students across other year levels. As our numbers need time to settle, new students
will be officially welcomed in the next newsletter to ensure | do not miss any individual.

Over the past two days, our new students have settled in well, beautifully supported by their
new friends, and we look forward to getting to know the students better as time goes on. It is
wonderful to have so many new members in our school family, the family of St John’s School.

Staffing 2025
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the new staff who have joined the St John’s

School for the 2025 school year:

Mrs Alison Gilbert
Miss Eloise Drew
Miss Bridie Teakle

Year One Teacher
Year Four Education Assistant
Year Six Education Assistant

We are blessed to have you as part of the St John’s School Community and we look forward to
working with you in 2025. The Staff of St John’s School, old and new, are all committed to
working in partnership in the best interests of the students...Every Story Every Opportunity.

It is with sadness that | announce that Mrs Linda Osborn resigned from her position at the end
of the 2024 school year. Mrs Osborn worked at St John’s School for ten years in the role of an
Education Assistant in the early years. | am very grateful for Mrs Osborn’s organisation,
professionalism and commitment to the role. St Francis Xavier Primary School are very lucky
to have Mrs Osborn’s skills and expertise.

Home School Communication

At St John’s School, we encourage open lines of communication between home and school. If
you need to contact the teaching staff, Seesaw is the best option. Alternatively, you can email
the Office (admin@sjr.wa.edu.au) or individual staff members
(firstname.surname@cewa.edu.au).

The telephones in the School Office are manned between 8:00am and 4:00pm. A voice
message can be recorded outside of these hours.

If you wish to request a meeting, please schedule a time to ensure confidentiality and
preparation. In the mornings, when the classrooms open, teachers have limited time and
availability to discuss, at length, matters of importance.

Absentees can be communicated via Seesaw, phone calls, email, note or online via the School
Website https://www.sjr.wa.edu.au/online-absentee

TERM 1 WEEK 1
7 February 2025

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Monday 10 February
Spelling Mastery
commences

Friday 14 February
Prayer Assembly
Year 4 - 8.45am

Friday 21 February
Prayer Assembly
Year 3 - 8.45am

Monday 24 February
P&F Meeting - 6.00pm

Thursday 27 February
Assembly Year 5
2.20pm - Hall

Friday 28 February
Prayer Assembly
EA’s - 8.45am
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Principal’s Notes

In 2025, St John’s School will continue its use of Seesaw across the school. Seesaw has a
three tiered approach:

. Students show learning - Students use built-in multimodal tools to capture what
they know in Seesaw’s digital portfolio

. Teachers gain insights - Teachers see all stages of student thinking and progress,
enabling them to teach better

. Families connect - Families gain a window into their student’s learning and engage

in home-to-school connections

Seesaw is the main tool for home school communication. It is vitally important that all
parents/carers connect to Seesaw as soon as possible to ensure you are kept up to date
with all the necessary information. Please liaise with your child’s classroom teacher for
assistance.

Over the holidays, a number of tasks and a range of work as completed. In the best
interests of the students, staff and school community we:

. painted the wooden play equipment in Kindy/Pre Primary Classroom

. touched up the paint on various aspects of the play equipment adjacent to Years
One and Two

. painted the exterior wall on the north side of the Library

. laid new carpet in Year Six

. installed a washer dryer in the Cleaner’s Storeroom

. installed a TV in the Staffroom

° set up one hundred more student iPads. Years Four, Five and Six all have one to one
iPads in their classrooms. All other year levels have access to one iPad between two
students.

. provided Teachers with new laptops

. installed a new computer in the Office for Mrs Doglione to use

. provided Mrs Harris with a new laptop for her role as the Finance Officer

° furnished the Year Five and Six Classrooms with new desks, chairs and storage units

install cupboards in the Resource Room for the future storage of Maths Equipment

As you can see from the above list, lots of items were achieved across many areas of the
school thanks to the work of the School Advisory Council, the P&F, Mrs Harris in preparing
the 2025 budget and the staff for advocating their needs.

Friday 21 February is Census Day for St John’s School and reporting to various bodies. It is
vitally important that all students from Pre Primary to Year Six are at school on this Friday.
If you son/daughter is absent, a written note of explanation must be provided to meet
guidelines. This Census has many purposes, one of which relates to funding so please
ensure your child is at school on Friday 21 February.

The first good news story of 2025 must be the way that all students, and staff, have settled
back into the 2025 school year. The students have adjusted to life back at school and are
following the routines of the school very well, ready for a year of learning and opportunity.

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

Library Days

Library Days: WEDNESDAY — PP, Year 1,
Year 4 and Year 6. THURSDAY - Year 2,
Year 3 and Year 5

Welcome back to the library for 2025. It
was lovely to see lots of familiar faces and
meet new students too.

All students from Pre-Primary to Year 6
have weekly timetabled library sessions
with their Teachers and Mrs Connolly the
Library Technician. Each student requires a
library bag, and they borrow their books for
a week. Students can renew their books for
an extra week if they are still reading it.

Overdue reminder slips will be sent via
Seesaw or a paper slip will be handed to
students. If a book is damaged or lost,
please inform your child’s teacher or Mrs
Connolly.

As the year progresses, | look forward to
sharing various library and book events
with the students and their families. Some
of these annual events are Western
Australia Young Readers Book Awards
(WAYRBA), National Simultaneous
Storytime (NSS) and our much-loved
Children’s Book Week.

Our theme for 2025 WAYRBA is “Treasure
awaits inside a book”



Religious Education

Welcome

Happy New Year and welcome back to the start of another wonderful year at St John’s
School. We hope you and your families had a wonderful break over the Christmas and New
Year period and are ready for an exciting year ahead. P&F Committee

P&F News

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

A very warm welcome to any new families, staff, and particularly, our new students. To all

families and students returning, welcome back! Meeﬁn Dates

Prayer Assemblies
Prayer assemblies will commence in Week Two.

Monday 24 February

Week Two Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, the Year Four Monday 24 March

Class will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

All welcome
Week Three Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Undercover Area, the Year Three
Class will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Fruit of the Spirit
St John’s School use the Fruit of the Spirit to guide our students to become faith-filled indi-
viduals, representing Catholic virtues in all that they do.

To begin the year, | would like to focus on the scripture where the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is
identified. Please take a moment to read Galatians 5: 22-23:

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen-
tleness and
self-control.
Against such things there is no law.’

In class, under guidance from their teachers, the students will be encouraged to use the
ideas and language of the Fruit of the Spirit in their daily lives. The first Fruit of the Spirit to
focus on will be the Fruit of Love. How will you show the Fruit of Love?

Sacrament of Reconciliation

This term, our First Reconciliation candidates and their parent/carers will prepare for, and
celebrate the Sacrament of First Reconciliation. A note will go home today to all Year Three
students with further information. Please take note of the following information and key
dates:

The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held in the St Francis Xavi-
er Cathedral on the following dates:

- 15 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm
- 16 February Sunday 7.30am, 9.30am or 6.30pm
- 22 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm

A St John’s School representative will be present at all Commitment Masses.

A Parent/Child First Reconciliation Meeting will be held at St John’s School, Year 3
Classroom on Wednesday 5" March, at 3.15pm

The Sacrament of First Reconciliation for St John’s School will be held on Tuesday 1st April,
at 9am in the St John’s School Hall. Family members are encouraged to attend.




It is extremely important that the school is aware of any medical conditions or other health considerations that your child/ren may have. If
you are new to the school or aware of any new medical conditions or other health considerations that may have developed over the holi-
days, then please come and collect the appropriate forms from the School Office as soon as possible.

A reminder that existing student medical plans must be updated yearly and, where necessary, signed by your doctor. Thank you for your
assistance in this matter.

St John’s School is an allergy aware school. The foods that are particularly life-threatening for some of our students are nuts (peanuts and
tree nuts), eggs and shellfish. We ask that students do not bring these foods to school in their lunch boxes.

Students are learning about ways they can help their classmates who have allergies stay safe. There are several posters around the school
reminding the school community of the steps they can take to do this. Most of the steps are common practise in our school but it is useful
for everyone to be reminded of these important steps.

The steps include:
Don'’t share your food, especially with friends who have allergies.
Wash your hands before and after eating.
Know what your friends are allergic to.
If a schoolmate who has allergies becomes sick, get help straight away.

Your assistance to help keep everyone safe at our school is much appreciated.

Mrs Laura Lang -



Administration News

Welcome to 2025!
Happy New Year, and welcome to the start of another amazing year at St John’s School. | hope you and your families had a great
break for the Christmas and New Year period and are ready for an exciting year ahead!

2025 Student Booklists

As communicated in 2024, the process for ordering student booklists has been changed at St John’s School. Each student is required
to bring two boxes of tissues to their classroom teacher during Week One. Students are NOT required to bring any stationery or other
equipment with them to school this year. Everything they need has been organised by St John’s School Staff. Any items brought to
school will be sent home. Parents will continue to pay for student booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each
child’s school fees. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

School Communication
If you need to communicate with your child’s classroom teacher this year, there are several options available to you;

1. Message directly through the school communication platform, Seesaw. New families have received QR codes to register for
the app and be connected directly to their child’s class.

2. Phone the School Office and leave a message for the teacher to return your call. Please note, teachers will be unable to return
parent phone calls whilst they are teaching during the day.

3. Arrange a face to face meeting at a mutually convenient time.

Should any issues arise during the school year, parents are asked to make contact with the classroom teacher first to discuss.
Following this, if required, a member of the Leadership Team will be able to assist if further follow up is required.

A reminder that absences from school can be communicated through the school’s website page, via a phone call to the School Office
or a note sent in with your child upon their return.

Seesaw

Seesaw is an app that provides parents with visibility into the students’ learning journey to support and celebrate their learning. It is
also our preferred method of communication between home and school. If you do not have access to Seesaw, require a new QR code
to be printed, or need assistance to create or manage your account, please do not hesitate to come and see me.

Student Leadership Day

On Friday, 7™ February our Year Five and Six students will be attending the School Leadership Day. We hope students enjoy the
opportunities to grow and develop their leadership skills and enjoy the scheduled events. Further information has been sent home to
Year Five and Six parents.

Nagle Catholic College Principal Visit

On Monday 17" February, Michael Williams, Principal of Nagle Catholic College will be visiting the Year Six students to provide them
with information about the College and give them an opportunity to ask any questions.

Keeping Safe Curriculum

Throughout the year, students will be engaging with the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum. This is a child safety and re-
spectful relationships curriculum providing age and developmentally appropriate activities for children and young people. This
program helps children and young people to recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult, understand what is appropriate and
inappropriate touching, and understand ways to keep themselves safe.

All teachers have received explicit training to deliver this curriculum. Although parent permission is not required for students to
participate in this curriculum, we encourage parents and carers to seek further clarification if required and to provide the school with
any relevant information about their child if required.

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing for students in Year Three and Five is scheduled to commence in Week Six, on Wednesday 12" March. The testing
window closes on Monday 24" March. Further information, including the proposed timetable, will be sent home to parents in the
coming week.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello


















Welcome to 2022 Scholastic BookClub. The easiest way to place
an order is via the LOOP ordering system.

Below is a quick ‘how to’ to get you started.
Go to the website www.scholastic.com.au

click on ‘shop’
Click on ‘LOOP (parents)’
Click on ‘Not a member - register’

Then add your details.
Parent details*name*password*email address*phone number

Next you ‘ADD A NEW CHILD’

child’s first and last name

Select state WA

Select school by typing postcode 6530 to search and click on St John’s School.
Select what year your child is in.

Click SAVE

CLICK SUBMIT (red box)

Once registered you can follow the prompts to place an order and pay via debit or credit card.

There is a “how to order” info box if you need help.
You will need to know what Issue of book club you are ordering from and the item number shown in the cata-
logue.

We receive 8 issues per year. 2 issues each term.

St John’s School earns 20% in scholastic rewards on all book club orders which helps us obtain more books and
additional learning resources for our students.

Thank You
BookClub Coordinator



http://www.scholastic.com.au/

