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Principal’s Notes

Sacrament of First Reconciliation

On Tuesday 1 April, students in various year levels, baptised into the Catholic faith, celebrate
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. | ask you to congratulate the following stu-
dents and keep them in your prayers as they asked for God’s forgiveness and mercy for the
first time:

William
Karissa

Lillian R
Peyton

Jobe Sam Ajay
Marlarnia Myrell Melody

Our school community is also asked to thank and pray for the following students who partici-
pated in the Sacrament of First Reconciliation Program and supported their peers. Some of
these students received a blessing on Tuesday:

Drew Hemi Violet Amberlie Adhieu
Elijah Tenzin Serenity Ivy Jonathan
Luke Dennis Lillian S Sydney Aiden

Tuesday was a beautiful celebration for the students who received the sacrament for the first
time and for those who received a blessing. | would like to thank the students for the way
they represented themselves, their families and their school. The students were suitably pre-
pared by Mrs Laura Lang, Mrs Hayley Gronow, Mrs Kath Qumivutia and Mrs Megan Clarkson,
for which | am extremely grateful. Family and friends were in attendance, indicating the sup-
port and love for the children. Father Robert presided over the Liturgy, guiding the students
spiritually and on a practical level, thank you, Father Robert.

I am very proud of the Year Three students, and | hope they continue to celebrate the Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation in the future, seeking healing and forgiveness.

Faction Swimming Carnival

Last Fridy, we held our Faction Swimming Carnival at the Nagle Catholic College pool which
was the right place to be given the heat of the day. Congratulations to Batavia Faction for
winning the event by a small margin. Well done to the individual students who demonstrated
their strong swimming skills in the water, taking home the medals for Runner Up Champion or
Champion.

Champion Faction

First Batavia 253 points
Second Abrolhos 238 points
Third 227 points
Fourth Pelsaert 92 points
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Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 4 April
Prayer Assembly

Pre Primary - 8:45am

Interschool Swimming
Carnival

Friday 11 April
Stations of the Cross

Year 6 - 9am

Monday 28 April

Tuesday 29 April

ANZAC Day Prayer
Service Year 2 - 9am

Friday 2 May
Alleluia Day Liturgy
Year 3 - 9am
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Individual Champions

Junior Girls Runner Up Champion Zarli
Junior Girls Champion Elianah
Junior Boys Runner Up Champion Riley
Junior Boys Champion Dex
Intermediate Girls Runner Up Champions Lila B
Intermediate Girls Champion Ava M
Intermediate Boys Runner Up Champion Lachlan W
Intermediate Boys Champion Liam
Senior Girls Runner Up Champion Heidi
Senior Girls Champion Loata
Senior Boys Runner Up Champion Jake
Senior Boys Champion Zavier S

I would like to thank Nagle Catholic College for allowing us to use their pool. It is wonderful
to have the pool all to ourselves. A very special thank you is extended to Mr Caleb
Antonovich for co-ordinating all aspects of the Carnival, ensuring the event was a great
success. Mr Antonovich was suitably supported by the attending Staff of St John’s School,
collaborating to facilitate a smooth afternoon.

The St John’s School P&F collated and sold three $100 boards at the Carnival. Thank you to
the P&F for organising this fundraiser to held fund future P&F projects. To all of the parents
and family members that attended as a helper or a spectator, thank you for your support
and assistance. You helped to add atmosphere to the Carnival and lightened the load.

The final dates are being entered into the Term Two Planner. A copy will be sent out via
Seesaw next week.

The holidays are just around the corner. | hope that all members of the school community
take some time to rest and spend precious time with loved ones. Please enjoy the break
and take care.

The first Sunday of the holidays sees the commencement of Holy Week with Palm

Sunday. Easter is the most important feast in the Church’s liturgical year. It is a time when
we rejoice in the new life Christ has given us through His death and resurrection. | wish
every family a very peace-filled Easter.

Friday 11 April is the last day of Term One which has flown by incredibly fast. The
impending holidays provide the prime opportunity to pause and take stock of all that has
been achieved over the past ten weeks. The Kindy Class has finished their first term of
learning, making lots of new friends along the way. The Year One Class has transitioned
from Pre Primary to the big school, one of the biggest transitions of their school life and the
Year Six Class has begun their final year of primary schooling, stepping up as leaders along
the way. It is for these and other moments of joy and celebration that we should reflect on
and give thanks. All students have made many positive gains over the last ten weeks,
demonstrating great resiliency and growth. The smiles on their faces are our biggest
rewards. May Term Two, which begins for the students on Tuesday 29 April, bring more
opportunities for learning, laughter and love.

Library News
Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag is
required to borrow books.

Library Days

WEDNESDAY - PP, Year 1, Year 4 & Year
6
THURSDAY - Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5

Thank you for a wonderful first Term. For
those students who still have a library
book at home please return your book in
Week 10. Please let Mrs Connolly know if
you are unable to find your book before
going on holiday.

Last week | had the privilege to read to
the wonderful students from Pre-Primary,
Year2’s and Year 3’s. The book | chose to
read was Worms Are Our friends. | was
pleasantly surprised by the number of
students who were already involved with
their gardens at home. Keep up the great
work.

Worms Are Our Friends showcases the
art of hugely popular digital artist Mimi
Purnell, and with its stunning textured
and sparkling cover, it is the perfect
choice for any young nature-lover and
outdoor

explorer. We discovered how earthworms
help our soil, plants and environment
thrive. Have a lovely Easter everyone and
I look forward to seeing you all in Term 2.
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Good News Story pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
The swimmers of St John’s School are the shout out recipients for this fortnight, shining in and

out of the pool. At the Faction Carnival, we witnessed great sportsmanship and efforts from
the students. This includes cheering fellow athletes on when the individual has finished the
race, shaking hands on the podium and giving each race a red hot go despite individual
swimming ability. Well done to all our swimmers.

P&F Committee

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
The Week Nine Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Courtyard, the Pre-Primary

class will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Stations of the Cross

Next Friday, 11" April, at 9.00am selected students from Year Six will lead the school commu-
nity in a re-enactment of Jesus’ final walk to Calvary. It is based on the fourteen Stations of
the Cross. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Year Three Sacrament of Reconciliation

On Tuesday, 1st April, the Year Three class celebrated the Sacrament of First Reconciliation,
joined by students from Years Four, Five, and Six. The students were well prepared, and the
day ran smoothly. A heartfelt thank you to Miss Gronow for her dedication in assisting the
students in the preparation for this special occasion.

° Will McDonnell . Lillian Royal

. Sam Baynes . Melody Ryder

. Peyton Weatherby . Myrell Headland

° Ajay Famucol . Marlarnia Headland
. Jobe Barndon . Karissa Hilton

Congratulations to all the Year Three students for participating in the Reconciliation Program.
Thank you to Father Robert O’Bryan for celebrating the liturgy with us.

Mass of the Holy Qils for Confirmation Candidates

On Wednesday, April 9th, at 5:00 pm, the Mass of the Holy Oils will be celebrated at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Cathedral. This special Mass, also known as the Chrism Mass, is a significant event
where the sacred oils used for the sacraments, including Confirmation, are blessed by the
Bishop. It is a wonderful opportunity for Confirmation candidates to witness this important
tradition and deepen their understanding of their faith. Candidates attending should arrive by
4:30 pm to be seated in time for the celebration.
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Religious Education

On Tuesday, April 29th, the first day of Term 2, our school will come together for a special ANZAC Day Prayer Service at 9:00 am, led
by the Year 2 class. This service is a time to reflect, pray, and honour the bravery and sacrifice of the ANZACs who served our country.
We invite all students and families to join us as we remember their courage and give thanks for the peace we enjoy today. Lest we
forget.

Thank you to the children and families who have returned their Project Compassion Mission Box. The money raised will go to Caritas
Missions and will enable them to further support their good work throughout the world.
If you have not yet brought back your Project Compassion Mission Box, please return it to school with your child by Friday 11 April.

Next Sunday, the Church will celebrate Palm Sunday, also referred to as Passion Sunday. Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy
Week, the start of the journey toward the power of the cross and the rich truth that Jesus is truly our King. On this day, many
Christians will participate in processions and receive blessed palm branches as a reminder of Jesus’ triumphant entry into Jerusalem.

Alleluia Day Term Two Friday 19 April

On Friday 19 April, the school community will celebrate Alleluia Day. Alleluia Day is a significant day in the St John’s School calendar
celebrating the risen Lord which occurred on Easter Sunday during the holidays. Students and staff are invited to wear white on this
day. Teachers will designate an activity on Friday around Jesus' Resurrection for the students to participate in.

Fruit of the Spirit - Joy

"You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful,
but your sorrow will be turned into joy.
(John 16:20-22)
As we edge closer to Easter Sunday, this scripture from Jesus to his disciples at the Last Supper, reminds us of the joy of the risen
Lord.

We can easily imagine the sorrow of the apostles when they saw their master, whom they admired and loved, put to a cruel death as a
criminal. But through Jesus rising to life on Easter Sunday, to stand among his disciples once again, you can only imagine something of
the apostles' joy. Coming out of total darkness, which had filled their souls for two long days and nights, into such a joyful light to see
their master among them once more.

End of Term
Thank you to students, staff, families and friends, for all the wonderful work throughout Term One. | wish you all a happy and safe
holiday and may the joy of the risen Lord be with you all this Easter.

Mrs Laura Lang

Administration News

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing for students in Year Three and Five concluded on Monday 24™ March. A big congratulations is extended to all our
Year Three and Five students and their teachers for the efforts they have put in so far, the students for trying their hardest and teach-
ers for facilitating the sessions.

A reminder that the NAPLAN assessments provide parents and schools with an understanding of how students are performing at the
time of the test. It is one aspect of the school assessment and reporting process and does not replace the ongoing assessments made
by teachers about students’ performance.

Individual student reports will be sent home to parents and carers later in the school year when they have been received by the
school. These results are reported against proficiency standards. There is a standard for each assessment area at each year level. Pro-
ficiency standards provide clear information on student achievement. They are set at a challenging but reasonable level expected of
the child at the time of NAPLAN testing, based mainly on what has been taught in previous years of schooling. Student achievement is
shown against 4 levels of proficiency: Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs Additional Support.

Hockey Carnival
St John’s School are entering three teams in the Geraldton Primary School Hockey Carnival on Thursday 3™ April. The carnival is a

mixed round robin format for selected students in Year 5 and 6. Thank you to Mr Antonovich for the effort and organisation to enable
our students to participate in this carnival. We wish them all the best and can’t wait to hear how they go!



Administration News

Interschool Swimming Carnival

The Interschool Swimming Carnival will be held on Friday 4™ April at the Geraldton Aquarena. Information has been sent home to
selected students and families regarding the programme of events for the day. We know our swimmers will do us proud and thank
Mr Antonovich for his organisation, especially as St John’s are the host school in charge of running the carnival for the day! A big
thank you also to our parent volunteers, we appreciate your time and commitment as events like this would not be possible without
you. Good luck St John’s!

Assembly
Our next assembly will be held in Term Two, on Thursday 15" May, with our Year 4 class presenting an item. We invite all parents

and carers to attend the assembly in the school hall.

Swimming Lessons
Swimming Lessons have been confirmed for Term Two and will return to the two week format this year. Students will participate in
lessons during Week 9 and 10. Further details including dates and times will be sent home as early as possible next term.

School Holidays
The final day for Term One is Friday 11" April, with students commencing Term Two on Tuesday 29" April. Monday 28" is a pupil free

day and staff will be participating in the fourth day of Berry Street Training. The Berry Street Education Model helps educators gain
new perspectives, strategies and skills to build safer, healthier and more engaging classrooms for all students. Wishing all families a
safe and happy holiday. | look forward to seeing everyone return in Term Two!

Mrs Sarah D’Mello

Message from Nagle Catholic College

Dear Parents/Guardians,

Nagle Catholic College has informed us that, whilst they are receiving a high number of applications for Year 7 2026 enrolments,
less than 50% of families from local Catholic primary schools have so far applied. Usually by this time, 80% of students from
Catholic primary schools have submitted their application. Whilst the process for 2026 has change, and all students currently
enrolled in a Catholic primary school will automatically be sent a ‘Letter of Offer’, it is still essential that an application is received
by the deadline, which is Wednesday 9 April. Unfortunately, Nagle Catholic College cannot guarantee the enrolment of any stu-
dent whose application is received after his date and places will instead be offered to students from other education sectors. If
you are wanting your child to attend Nagle in 2026, could you please ensure you apply before 9 April to guarantee enrolment.

Your support on this matter is greatly appreciated.

Kind regards,

Small stocks of sport shorts have arrived, in sizes 4-14. QuickCliq has been updated for families who wish to order online.
We are still waiting on stocks of dresses, grey shirts, grey shorts and winter jackets.



Nexus Airlines are thrilled to announce that our Kids Fly Free
campaign is BACK for the Easter school holidays!
Visit our website here for all the info -
https://nexusairlines.com.au/deals/kids-fly-free/
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