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Dates to  
Remember 

 

Dates can also be found on 
the School Website 

 
Friday 16 May 

Prayer Assembly 
Year 5 - 8:45am 

 
Wednesday 21 May  

National Simultaneous 
Storytime 

 
Friday 23 May 

Prayer Assembly 
Leadership Team 

8:45am 
 

Monday 26 May 
Eucharist Retreat Day 

Year 4 
 

National Sorry Day 
 

P&F Meeting - 6:00pm 
 

Tuesday 27 May 
National Reconciliation 

Week Commences 
 

Friday 30 May 
Prayer Assembly 

EAs - 8.45am 
 

Mother’s Day 

Wishing all the Mums, Nannas, Aunts and the special ladies in our lives a very Happy Mother’s 
Day for last Sunday.  I hope your day began with a cup of tea, a hug and lots of messages of 
love.  Thank you for the unconditional love you show to your children. 
 

Thank you to everyone who supported the P&F Mother’s Day Morning Tea last Thursday.  It 
was a beautiful morning filled with lots of love, laughs, delicious treats, raffles and  
entertainment.  We really appreciated all the guests who came along to friendraise and  
fundraise, supporting the St John’s School P&F. 
 

The morning would not have been as successful as it was without the assistance of many  
contributors.  I wish to express sincere thanks and gratitude to the following people: 

• St John’s School P&F 

• Mother’s Day Morning Tea Co-ordinators – Amy and Jo 

• Staff of St John’s School 

• Students of St John’s School 

• Stallholders 

• Raffle prize donors – individual thanks are being provided via Facebook 
Without your support, this much loved event for St John’s School would not be possible. 
 
Pope Leo XIV 

It is with great joy that I acknowledged the appointment of Pope Leo XIV - the Most Eminent 
and Most Reverend Lord Robert Francis Prevost Cardinal of the Holy Roman Church. 
 
CEWA Executive Director, Wayne Bull, has shared the following with all Catholic Schools: 
 
We join with Catholics around the world in celebrating the election of Pope Leo XIV, formerly 
Cardinal Robert Francis Prevost.  His election marks a time of renewed hope, strength, and 
inspiration for the Church, and particularly for Catholic education.  Pope Leo XIV brings with 
him a rich legacy of pastoral care, missionary experience, and global perspective. 
 
As an Augustine missionary in Peru for many years, he ministered closely to communities with 
humility and compassion.  For Catholic education, his papacy offers a renewed call to centre 
our mission on the Gospel, to care deeply for the formation of young people, and to respond to 
the complexities of the modern world with wisdom and courage. M Pope Leo XIV’s life of ser-
vice reflects the values we seek to instil in our students, namely faith, justice, integrity, and 
love. 
 
Please keep Pope Leo in your prayers as he takes on the challenging of leading the Catholic 
Church.  Fourteen facts about Pope Leo can be found on page five of the Newsletter. 
 
Languages 

At St John’s School, students from Pre Primary to Year Six are taught Languages (Indonesian) 
by Miss Lauren Hewitson.  Language learning broadens students’ horizons to include the  
personal, social, and employment opportunities that are increasingly evident in our world  
today.  We are appreciative of the planning that Miss Hewitson applies to preparing the  
learning opportunities for the students. 
 
In the future, the Kindy students will engage with ELLA, Early Languages Learning Australia.  
The ELLA Program centres on building a culture of language and understanding.  ELLA is an 
exciting digital language learning program for our Kindy Class, opening up a world of cultural 
possibilities for the children.   

St John’s School 
Kindergarten to Year 6 
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Principal’s Notes 
The Kindy Class will be exposed to the Indonesian language using play-based apps called The 
Polyglots.  (A polyglot is someone who is multilingual.)  They use the apps on tablet devices 
in the Kindy Classroom.  The apps were designed with help from language, early childhood 
and technology experts.  We look forward to sharing more about ELLA in the future and I 
thank Mrs Bethany Van Eck for supporting the students in this area.   
https://www.ella.edu.au 

 
Work Health and Safety 

The physical and mental health, safety, and wellbeing of all members of the CEWA  
community is our highest priority.  St John’s School is committed to providing and  
maintaining a working environment that seeks to eliminate or minimise hazards and risks of 
injury or ill health to all members of the school community. 
 

As a staff, we have processes in place to report maintenance and safety issues.  Students are 
also encouraged to raise any areas of concern with a staff member.  If a parent/carer or  
visitor notes a risk, they are encouraged to speak to the School Office so it can be addressed 
in a timely manner. 
 
WA Student Assistance Payment 
Information about the WA Student Assistance Payment has been sent home via Seesaw, 
with additional information shared on Facebook, and on page four of the Newsletter. Parents 
are to apply for payment via the ServiceWA App. 
 
Good News Story 
The good news for this fortnight is centred on the P&F Mother’s Day Morning Tea.  The 
event returned after a year off and came back better than ever with so many positive  
comments from stallholders and attendees.  Thank you to everyone who contributed in one 
way or another. 

Library News 
Library books are kept for one week and 
then returned to school.  A Library Bag 

is required to borrow books. 

 
Library Days 

WEDNESDAY – PP, Year 1, Year 4 &  

Year 6 

THURSDAY – Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5 

 
Welcome back to the Library. This term 
there are lots of great things happening 
at St John’s School and the City of  
Greater Geraldton Regional Library.  
 
Wednesday 21 May (Week 4) is National 

Simultaneous Storytime (NSS) and the 

students will have the opportunity to 

listen to The Truck Cat by Deborah  

Frenkel and Danny Snell. This is a story 

about cats and humans, immigration 

and identity, and homes lost and found. 

We are looking forward to joining in 

with the rest of Australia on this day. 

 

Some cats are house cats. Some cats are 

apartment cats. But Tinka is a truck cat. 

Tinka lives EVERYWHERE. When Tinka 

and Yacoub are unexpectedly separated, 

they are determined to find their way 

back to each other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember to return your library 

books.  

Mrs Melissa Marquis  

PRINCIPAL  

Religious Education 
Prayer Assembly 
Week Three Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Courtyard. The Year Five Class will 
be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 
Week Four Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Courtyard. The Leadership Team 
will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is invited. 
 
Sacrament of First Eucharist 
This term, students in Year Four will be celebrating the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Please 
take note of the following dates. 
 
The Commitment Masses will be held at the St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the following 
dates: 
 
17 May Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm 
18 May Sunday 7.30am, 9.30am or 6.00pm 
24 May Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm 
 
A St John’s School representative will be present at all Commitment Masses. 
 

https://www.ella.edu.au/


P&F News 
pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au  

 

P&F Committee 
 

Term Two Meeting Dates 
Monday 26 May at 6:00pm  
Monday 16 June at 6:00pm  

 
Term Two P&F Events 

 
Canteen Day -Tuesday 17 June 

 
(Please note the date has been 

brought forward to Week Eight to 
avoid a clash with Swimming Lessons 

in Weeks Nine and Ten.) 
 
 

Mother’s Day Morning Tea 
Please see page six for the list of  
donors who helped make our annual 
Mother’s Day Morning Tea such a 
great success.  Please support these 
businesses and when you do, please 
mention you are part of the St John’s 
School Community so they know 
their donation and support is  
appreciated and recognised. 
 
 
 

P&F Fundraising Events 
As a P&F, we are aware that  
everyone has different circumstances 
 
We would like the members of the 
school community to remember that 
participation in any P&F fundraiser is 
voluntary.  We are extremely grateful 
for any support you are able to  
provide. 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Religious Education 
On Monday 26 May, all students in Year Four will participate in a Sacrament of First Eucharist 
Retreat Day. 
 
Sacrament of First Eucharist celebration will be held on Saturday 7th June at 3pm in St  
Lawrence’s Church, Bluff Point. 
 
Receiving Jesus for the first time is a very special occasion, please take this time to prayer for 
our new communicants as they prepare for this next step in their Catholic faith journey. 
 

Fruit of the Spirit – Peace 

This week, we again focus on the Fruit of Peace: 
  

Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will 
see the Lord. 

(Hebrews 12:14)  
   
 
 

This scripture comes from the Letters to the Hebrews. It speaks of the importance for peace 
and holiness to work in harmony. Holiness takes the shape of many forms: celebrating the  
Eucharist, quiet prayer, service to others, or perhaps, offering the peace of Christ to all we  
encounter.  

Mrs Laura Lang  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Administration News 
Assembly 

Our first assembly for Term Two, was held today, with our Year 4 Class presenting an item. We 

loved seeing all the parents and carers join us in the Hall 

. 

We look forward to our Year 2 Class presenting the next assembly for Term Two, to be held on 

Thursday 5th June. We invite all parents and carers to attend the assembly in the school hall. 

 

National Simultaneous Storytime 

This year’s National Simultaneous Storytime will take place on Wednesday 21st May. The book 

chosen for this year is titles ‘The Truck Cat’, written by Deborah Frenkel, illustrated by Danny 

Snell. The Truck Cat is a story about cats and humans, immigration and identity, and homes 

lost and found. Along with his human, Yacoub, Tinka travels roads wide and narrow, near and 

distant. But no matter how much they travel, home feels very far away – for both of them. 

When Tinka and Yacoub are unexpectedly separated, they are determined to find their way 

back to each other – and, in doing so, might find more than they expected. Students will have 

the opportunity to listen to the story and participate in related activities during the day.  



Administration News 
School Photographs 

Our school photographs with MSP have been scheduled for Wednesday 11th June. Session times and student shoot keys will be sent 

home later this term when they have been received.  

  

Swimming Lessons 

Please be advised that In-term Swimming Lessons will commence for students from Pre Primary to Year Six, in Week 9, from Monday 

23rd June to Friday 4th July. This year, we return to the two-week swimming lesson format, students attend one lesson per day for the 

two week period. Further details including lesson times will be sent home later in the term.  

Mrs Sarah D’Mello  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

NETBALL FIXTURES 

Saturday 17 May 

 

                                                                            Teams                                           Time                          Court 

                     A Yellow 2                            St John’s Vs Geraldton PS                            8.30am                             1 

 

                    B Yellow                                St John’s Vs Waggrakine                              11.00am                            3 

 

                    Go Yellow                            St John’s Vs Geraldton CC                               8.30am                            3 

                                                                (Need a volunteer parent to score please) 

 

                    Set Yellow                           St John’s Vs Bluff Point                                     8.30am                          8 

                                                                 (Need a volunteer parent to score please) 

                      

                    

 














