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Principal’s Notes

Play Based Education

On Tuesday, when | visited the Kindy Classroom, there was sense of great excitement in the
air. One of the newly established learning centres was a Veterinary Clinic with a sick giraffe
being attended to by the many vets. The Kindy students were enthusiastically engaging in play
based education. During this play opportunity, rich learning was taking place. Play allows the
children to:

Express themselves as individuals

Be curious and creative

Make connections between past experiences and the current learning
Develop relationships

Build wellbeing

Thank you to all our early childhood educators for providing great opportunities for play based
learning.

Screen Time
Screen time can be defined as any time spent on a device with a screen, including televisions,
computers, smartphones, tablets, online games, and wearable technology such as smart-
watches. Quality screen time can benefit children as they can be creative and collaborative
when online.

Managing the amount of time children and young people spend in front of a screen is a
concern parents/carers may have.

It can be hard to get away from screens in our increasingly digital life. But it is recommended
that you set reasonable expectations for the amount of time your children are spending in
front of a screen, and for the type and quality of that screen time.

The Australian Department of Health has conducted research on the recommendation for the
physical activity, sedentary and sleep behaviours for children. Across a twenty-four hour

period, they recommend:

Across a 24-hour period, they recommend:

. infants younger than 2 have no screen time
children aged 2-5 have no more than one hour per day
° children and young people aged between 5-17 years have less than 2 hours a day of

sedentary recreational screen time.
These time limits do not include the screen time spent on educational activities.

For more information, please go to https://www.health.gov.au/topics/physical-activity-and-
exercise/physical-activity-and-exercise-guidelines-for-all-australians?
utm_source=health.gov.au&utm_medium=callout-auto-
custom&utm_campaign=digital_transformation

TERM 2 WEEK 7
12 June 2025

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on

the School Website

Friday 13 June
Prayer Assembly

Teachers - 8:45am

Monday 16 June
Communio Week

Prayer Service -
10:15am - Hall

Communio Market Day
- Food & Drink Stalls

P&F Meeting - 6:00pm

Tuesday 17 June
P&F Pizza Day

Sean Choolburra
Incursion - 1:30pm

Wednesday 18 June

Thursday 19 June
Assembly - Choir

2:20pm - Hall

Friday 20 June
Prayer Assembly

Yearl - 8:45am

Monday 23 June
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Principal’s Notes

St John’s School is currently accepting 2026 Kindy enrolments. If you have a son/daughter
who is turning four by the 30 June 2026, please collect an Enrolment Application Pack from
Tracey in the School Office.

Additionally, if you have family members or friends who are looking at schools for their own
child/ren, please let them know we offer obligation free enrolment tours.

The purpose of the Code of Conduct is to describe minimum standards of conduct in all
behaviour and decision making to ensure the safety and well-being of students. The Code
applies to staff, students, volunteers, parents/carers and guardians as applicable. The term
‘parents’ includes carers/guardians.

Conduct Statements

1. You act safely and competently.

2. You give priority to students’ safety and well-being in all your behaviour and decision
making.

3. You act in accordance with the values of the Gospel as defined in the Code of Ethical
Conduct.

4. You conduct yourself in accordance with laws, agreements, policies and standards
relevant to your relationship with the school community.

5. You respect the dignity, culture, values and beliefs of each member of the school
community.

6. You treat personal information about members of the school community as private and
confidential.

7. You give impartial, honest and accurate information about the education, safety and well-
being of students.

8. You support all members of the school community in making informed decisions about
students.

9. You promote and preserve the trust and privilege inherent in your relationship with all
members of the school community.

10. You maintain and build on the community’s trust and confidence in Catholic schools and

the Church.
11. You act reflectively and ethically.
12. You allow students to have a voice in their education, safety and well-being.

Please find a full outline of the Code of Conduct on the school website

Information about the WA Student Assistance Payment has been sent home via Seesaw,

with additional information shared on Facebook. Parents are to apply for payment via the
ServiceWA App.

The Kindy students are the stars of this fortnight. Going in to the Kindy Classroom is often
the highlight of my day. | am met with the brightest hellos and requests to look at their
name writing. They also want to know why | am on the roof, referring to when | am talking
over the PA system. If ever | am feeling a little bit down or tired, Kindy is where | go to for a
much needed boost. | also take my hat off the Kindy Staff. It takes special kinds of people to
work with the youngest students in the school and Mrs Van Eck, Mrs Husking and Miss
McLeod are those special kind of people.

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Days

WEDNESDAY - PP, Year 1, Year 4 &
Year 6
THURSDAY - Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5

There are lots of new books for middle
and older readers to borrow from the
Library. The new books are in their
collections and on the display table.

Storytime - We have had lots of fun
reading and listening to Whingeuville a
nominated Picture Book on the shortlist
for the Western Australian Young
Readers Book Awards. (WAYRBA)

The story is about Will who loves to
whinge. He is the master of complaining.
Until one night, a magnificent hot-air
balloon takes Will to an odd little town
where the townspeople crown him,
King. But with everyone in town being
constant complainers - will this
moaning, groaning King really want to
keep the crown?

Everyone needs a little groan now and
then, but some people just take it too
far! Meet Will. He is a grumble machine
who doesn't like anything. From ice-
cream being too cold to spaghetti being
too long and the water is too wet!
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Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, at 8.45am, in the Courtyard. The Teachers will be leading the school community in
prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend. P& F N EWS

Week Eight Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Courtyard. The Year One Class will LU [ ERL L
be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is invited.

P&F Committee
Communio
During Week Eight, St John’s School will celebrate Communio Week — an initiative supported Term Two Meeting Dates

by all Catholic schools in the Geraldton Diocese to raise funds for those in need within our
local community.

Key Events: Term Two P&F Events
Prayer Service: Monday 16 June at 10:15am in the School Hall

Communio Prayer Assembly: Friday 20 June, led by Year One, in the Courtyard
Families are warmly invited to attend both events.

Communio Fundraiser Day — Monday 16 June
Free Dress Day — Students may wear casual clothes for a gold coin donation
Recess Stalls (10:45-11:05): Food and drink available for purchase — items include
biscuits, donuts, icy-poles, popcorn and more (50c—5$2.00)
Activity Stalls: Fun games and activities such as an Obstacle Course, Chocolate Treasure
Hunt, and Guess the Lolly Jar (50c—$1.00)

Funds raised will go directly to Communio to support those in need across the Diocese.

Sacrament of First Eucharist

On Saturday 7th June, our students celebrated the Sacrament of First Eucharist. All who
attended represented themselves, their families, and St John’s School with reverence,
maturity, and joy on this special occasion.

P&F Fundraising Events

A heartfelt thank you to Father Robert O’Bryan for presiding over the Mass and for the
spiritual guidance and wisdom he offered to both the candidates and the congregation.

We also extend our sincere thanks to the staff of St John’s School for their ongoing support,
especially Mr Caleb Antonovich and Mrs Michelle Hilton-Barber, for preparing the Year Four
candidates with such care and dedication.

Fruit of the Spirit — Patience
We again focus on the Fruit of Patience this week:
Have patience, God is not finished yet.
(Philippians 1:6)
St Paul reminds the Philippians to be patient in God as they are made in the likeness of God
and His plan has already been carved for them.

The Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — 15" June
This Sunday, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — a central mystery
of our Catholic faith.

The Trinity reminds us that God is one, yet also three persons: God the Father, God the Son
(Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. It’s not always easy to understand, even for adults! But we
can think of it like a family — three persons who are deeply connected in love, always working
together, and never apart.

T

he Trinity shows us that at the heart of God is relationship and love — and we are all invited to
share in that love through our faith and how we live each day.

Mrs Laura Lang
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION




Administration News

Assembly
Our next assembly for Term Two, will be held on Thursday 19™ June with our School Choir presenting an item. We invite all parents

and carers to attend the Assembly in the school hall.

Swimming Lessons

Please be advised that In-term Swimming Lessons will commence for students from Pre Primary to Year Six, in Week 9, from Monday
23" June to Friday 4™ July. This year, we return to the two-week swimming lesson format, students attend one lesson per day for the
two-week period. Further information and student enrolment forms were sent home earlier this week. Please advise your child’s
teacher if you did not receive one. If you have not returned your enrolment form, please do so as soon as possible.

Year 6 Health and Wellbeing Forum

Our Year 6 students attended the Local Drug Action Group Health and Wellbeing Forum today. This forum supports students to
participate in sessions around alcohol and other drugs, cyber safety, decision making, resilience and coping strategies to help them
make healthy and safe choices as they transition into secondary education. We extend our thanks to the Geraldton local Drug Action
Group for facilitating and inviting our students to attend this fantastic community event.

Cross Country

Our School Faction Cross Country for Years 1 to 6, will be held on Friday 20" June, commencing at
1:00pm. All students are required to wear their Faction Sports Uniform on this day. Please see the See-
saw message with more details which was posted earlier this week.

Cricket Clinics

The Pre-Primary to Year 2 students will be participating in some Cricket Clinics with Tia Hatch, the Mid West Regional Cricket
Manager, during their Health and PE lessons over the next few weeks. A big thank you to Mr A for organising this through the Sporting
Schools initiative which is designed to help schools increase children’s participation in sport and connect then with local community
sporting opportunities.

NAIDOC Week

St John’s School will be celebrating NAIDOC Week in Term Three, from the 22™ July to the 25" July . As part of our celebrations, we
are looking forward to a performance next Thursday the 19" June, by Sean Choolburra. Sean is a highly renowned Australian
comedian, dancer, storyteller and cultural ambassador who is recognised as one of Australia’s most prominent First Nations
entertainers. He blends Aboriginal culture with contemporary comedy and performance and we cannot wait to watch his incredible
show!

Mrs Sarah D’Mello
























