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Principal’s Notes

Faction Cross Country Results
Last Friday, we were lucky to have fine weather to host the 2025 Faction Cross Country. All

students participated exceptionally well with many displays of sportsmanship throughout the
afternoon. Dates can also be found on

the School Website

Dates to
Remember

| would like to thank all the parents/carers for attending, supporting the children as they ran.
My thanks are also extended to the Staff of St John’s School who assisted with the event in a
multitude of ways. We were also ably assisted by some students and their help is appreciated.
Finally, I thank Mr A and Mrs D’Mello for all the work they put into preparing, many aspects of
the Carnival!

Friday 8 August
Prayer Assembly

Yr2 - 8:45am

Please find below the final results for each of the race divisions. Jumps and Throws

P&F Disco

2025 Junior Boys Cross Country

2025 Junior Girls Cross Country

First - James

First - Frankie

Second - Fabian

Second - Olivia

Third - Rhys Third - Ada

Fourth - Billy Fourth - Charlotte

2025 Intermediate Boys Cross Country 2025 Intermediate Girls Cross Country
First - Riley First - Evie

Second - Ari Second - Zarli

Third - Dex Third - Lillian

Fourth - Xavier

Fourth - Scarlett

2025 Senior Boys Cross Country

2025 Senior Girls Cross Country

First - Jack

First - Heidi

Second - Lachlan

Second - Stella

Third - Dan

Third - Billie

Fourth - Liam

Fourth - Ariannah

Faction Cross Country Participation

Staff at St John’s School understand that the Faction Cross Country isn’t every student’s

favourite learning experience. Just as students have different strengths across academic

subjects, they also vary in their physical abilities and interests. That’s why we focus on

encouraging every child to simply have a go, with plenty of practice leading up to the event.

It was heartwarming to see the students who were at school last Friday give their best,

whether they ran, jogged, or walked the course. Regardless of where they finished, each
student was cheered on by staff, peers and spectators. The spirit of encouragement and

support was truly uplifting.

Monday 11 August
IEP Meetings

Tuesday 12 August
IEP Meetings

Wednesday 13 August
IEP Meetings

Confirmation Parent
Meeting St John’s @
3.15pm

Friday 15 August
Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
Liturgy 8.45am - Hall

Faction Athletics
Carnival - 9.30am

Year 4 Assumption of

the Blessed Virgin Mary
Liturgy 8.45am - Hall

Monday 18 August

However, only 75% of students from Years One to Six attended school and participated in the
event. While some absences were due to valid reasons, the overall turnout was disappointing.
At St John’s School, we place strong emphasis on participation, effort and sportsmanship, and
events like Cross Country are an important part of building these values.
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As a staff, we are now reviewing how the event is scored. We plan to increase the number
of points awarded for participation, ensuring that students who give their best effort for
their faction are suitably recognised, not just those who place in the top four. Once these
changes are finalised, we will communicate the updated scoring system to students and
families.

Thank you for your continued support in helping us foster a culture of effort, encouragement
and community spirit.

We would like to remind families that, for safety reasons, students are not permitted to play
on the Kindy/Pre-Primary playground equipment before or after school. This has been
communicated on several occasions and we appreciate the support of families who
consistently follow this expectation. As staff are not on duty in this area during these times,
we cannot provide the necessary supervision to ensure student safety.

At the end of the school day, we kindly ask families to collect their children and exit the
Kindy/Pre-Primary area promptly. If you wish to catch up with other parents, please arrange
to do so offsite. After school, staff are focused on completing their duties, securing the
school and preparing to leave for the day. Remaining in the area can also create challenges
for other families, particularly when children see others playing and don’t understand why
they cannot do the same.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and
respectful environment for all.

We have started to advertise for teachers for 2026. The need for teachers is based on a
range of different reasons, all of which will be communicated once we have a draft staff list
for 2026. Please share the advert with your contacts.

At St John’s School, we deeply value the partnership between home and school. A heartfelt
thank you to all the parents and carers who have taken the time to meet with staff, share
insights and work collaboratively in the best interests of your children at a PLP Meeting.
Your involvement plays a vital role in supporting student wellbeing, learning and growth.

If you have not yet made an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher, we strongly
encourage you to do so. These conversations are incredibly important in ensuring we are
aligned in our approach and can provide the best possible support for your child.

Thank you for your ongoing support and commitment. Together, we can continue to build a
strong, supportive learning environment where every child feels known, valued, and
empowered to thrive.

At St John’s School, we endeavour to work in close partnership with our families. In our
work, we endeavour to always work in the best interests of the students. On occasions,
parents, carers and students may have concerns, queries and complaints. The best avenue
for queries to be dealt with is through the school. | strongly encourage parents and carers to
make a time to meet with the respective staff member and allow that staff member to follow
the processes that we have in place. Parents and carers are asked not to directly approach
other parents or carers. Thank you for your co-operation in relation to this matter.

Last week’s Cross Country event was full of inspiring moments. Several students stopped
mid-race to help classmates who were hurt, and one student even assisted a staff member
after a fall. These acts of kindness and care were beautiful examples of our students walking
in the footsteps of Jesus, putting others first and showing compassion in action. We’re so
proud of the way our students support others. Well done to all!

Mrs Melissa Marquis -

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Days
WEDNESDAY - PP, Year 1, Year 4 &

Year 6
THURSDAY - Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5

SAVE THE DATES - It's nearly time for
our very popular Scholastic Book Fair. In
previous years the Book Fair has
received an amazing amount of support
from the School Community.

The commission from the Book Fair goes
directly into purchasing new items for
the library.

This year all the books on our wish list
for Children’s Book Week have been
purchased using the commission we
received in 2024. Our annual Book Fair
will commence on Wednesday 3™
September during Week 7 and will
continue to Friday morning Week 8.

Please refer to the opening times below

OPEN TIMES
WEEK 7
WEEK 8

Wed
3/9/
10/9

Thurs | Fri
4/9/ 5/9
11/9 12/9

8:00 — 8:30am

Families and
Students

Lunchtimes

Students only
who are pur-
chasing items

3:00 — 4:00pm

Families and
students




Administration News

Assembly
Thank you to the Pre-Primary Class who presented an outstanding item at our first Assembly

for the term. Our next Assembly will be held on Thursday 28" August at 2:20pm, with our Year
Six Class presenting an item. We invite all parents and carers to attend the Assembly in the
School Lall.

PLP Meetings
Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) Meetings are currently being held. We thank all families who

have taken the time to meet with their child’s teachers to review their progress and set goals
for the remainder of the year. If you have not yet made a time to meet, please contact your
child’s teacher to arrange a mutually convenient time.

Cross Country
Last week, students in Years 1-6 participate in the St John’s Faction Cross Country. We

congratulate all students for their outstanding determination and sportsmanship which was
demonstrated throughout the afternoon. A big thank you is extended to Mr Antonovich, who
redesigned the course, measured, marked and practised with students to ensure they were
prepared. Further information about the Interschool Cross Country will be sent home by Mr
Antonovich in the coming weeks.

Athletics Carnival

We are also looking forward to the Faction Athletics Carnival next Friday. The events will
commence at 9:45am at the Geraldton Little Athletics Centre, Eighth Street, Wonthella. The
children will be transported to the carnival by bus. This year, our Pre-Primary students will be
joining us at the Carnival, arriving in time for their events at approximately 11:15am. Parents
may take their children home from the Carnival at the conclusion of the day’s events and must
see their child’s teacher to sign them out before leaving the Athletics Centre. If your child
needs to return to school on the bus at the conclusion of the carnival, please send Mrs
D’Mello a Seesaw message to confirm this as soon as possible.

All students must wear their sports uniform with faction coloured shirt, hat and sunscreen.
Children are permitted to colour their hair, although this must be done at home, not at school
or at the Carnival. Students need to have a water bottle and lunch if they have not ordered
from the School Canteen.

School Athletics Dates
There are many Athletics events held this term, please mark the following important dates in
your calendars:

Friday g™ August: Faction Jumps and Throws (selected students only)

Friday 15" August: Faction Athletics Carnival (all students Pre-Primary to Year 6)
Friday 12" September: Interschool Cross Country (selected students only)
Wednesday 17" September: Interschool Jumps and Throws (selected students only)
Friday 19" September: Interschool Athletics Carnival (selected students only)

Catholic Day
Please note, that Monday 18" August is our School Catholic Day. Students and Staff will not
attend school on this day.

Book Week

We will celebrate Children’s Book Week in Week 7. This year’s theme is ‘Book an Adventure!’
and our much-loved book parade will take place on Wednesday 3" September, at 9:00am in
the School Hall. We look forward to seeing the magic of literature come alive in the students’
costumes! Further information regarding Book Week, the parade and the Scholastic Book Fair

Mrs Sarah D’Mello - ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION

P&F News

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Committee

Term Three Meeting Dates

Term Three P&F Events

P&F Fundraising Events




Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
Week 3 Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Courtyard. The Year Two Class will lead the school community in prayer.
Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary — Thursday 15 August
Week 4 Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Hall. The Year Four Class will lead the school community in prayer, celebrating
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. All are welcome.

On the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, we remember when Mary was taken (“assumed”) into heaven, body
and soul, after she died. You will not find this story in the Bible. However, a tradition handed down from the earliest days of the
Church says that Mary died in Jerusalem and was buried in a tomb. But when the apostles opened the tomb again, her body was gone.
Why would God take Mary’s body and soul into heaven? In part because Mary is special to God: she said “yes” to becoming the moth-
er of Jesus. But God also wanted to show us that one day, all of us will share in the bodily resurrection of Jesus. Mary is the first per-
son in the Church to experience the resurrection in its fullness.

The Solemnity of the Assumption of Mary is a Holy Day of Obligation which means it’s an important feast day that we celebrate.

Religious Education Assessment 2025
This week, students in Years Three and Five have taken part in the Religious Education Assessment (REA).

Year 3 & 5 REA — Tuesday 5 August (Year 3) & Wednesday 6 August (Year 5)

Catholic Day

On Monday 18 August, St John’s School will have their annual Catholic Day which will see the school closed. This day recognises the
huge amount of extra work St John’s School Staff put in to developing and nurturing the faith of our students throughout the year. |
wish all the staff a restful and well-deserved break on Monday.

Sacrament of Confirmation
This term, select students in Year Six will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please take note of the following information and
key dates:

The Confirmation Parent Child Meeting is scheduled for Wednesday 13 August at 3:15pm in the Year Six Classroom at St Johns School.

The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be at the St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the
following dates:

9 August Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm
A St John’s School representative will be present at all Commitment Masses.

The Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be held on Tuesday 9 September at 6.00pm at St Lawrence’s Church. Further
information regarding this Mass will be sent out closer to the date.

Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross (Mary Mackillop) - Friday 8 August
Mary MacKillop was the first Australian to be declared a saint by the Roman Catholic Church. She was known as Mother Mary of the
Cross in her lifetime.

St Mary of the Cross was known for her generosity, courage, and sense of giving for others, particularly those on the margins of
society. Saint Mary of the Cross was the foundress of the Sisters of St Joseph in Australia. With Father Julian Tenison Woods and her
sisters, Saint Mary of the Cross pioneered some of Australia's earliest Catholic schools.

Within five years, the Sisters opened over forty schools in South Australia with the mission of serving the most disadvantaged and vul-
nerable children in these communities, before venturing to other states and territories across Australia.

IEP Progress Meetings
Notes and time preference forms for upcoming IEP Report Meetings were sent home earlier this week. These meetings are an
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and the supports in place to help them succeed.

To streamline bookings, a QR code was included with the note—this links to an online booking form with up-to-date availability. You
do not need to sign in; simply use the verification code sent to your email to book a time.



https://kids.britannica.com/kids/article/Roman-Catholicism/353727

If you have not yet booked a meeting, please do so by scanning the QR code or returning the paper form as soon as possible. If none of
the available times suit your schedule, please call the school office so we can arrange a suitable alternative.

A final confirmation of meeting times will be sent home shortly.

Fruit of The Spirit - Kindness

Kindness is more than just being nice. It is choosing to be gentle, caring, and thoughtful, even when it’s not easy. When we show
kindness, we reflect God’s love to others in the way we speak, act, and treat people. Whether it’s helping a friend, using kind words, or
including someone who feels left out, every small act of kindness can make a big difference.

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
Ephesians 4:32

Let’s encourage our children and ourselves to be everyday kindness heroes!

Mrs Laura Lang
ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

NETBALL - Round 10

Saturday 9th August
TEAMS TIME COURT
A Yellow 2 BYE
B Blue St John’s vs St Lawrence’s Teal 9.45am 5
Go Yellow St John’s vs Bluff Point 8.30am 5
Set Blue St John’s V Mt Tarcoola 9.45am 8

St John's School is rostered to set up and pack away the netball courts in Round 10. Parent helpers are needed
and welcomed both before 8am and after 12pm.

EAGLES CUP FOOTBALL FIXTURES
















