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Principal’s Notes

A Warm Welcome Back
| am truly grateful for the warm welcome | have received from everyone upon my return. It
means so much to be back among our wonderful school community.

| am pleased to share that my surgery went well and my recovery is progressing smoothly.
Thank you all for your prayers, kind thoughts and support during this time.

A special thank you to Mrs Jacki Tucker for her outstanding leadership while | was away. Her
dedication ensured that everything continued to run smoothly. | also want to extend my
heartfelt thanks to our incredible staff for supporting Mrs Tucker and working together so
seamlessly.

It is wonderful to be back and | am looking forward to continuing our journey together as we
finish the year on a positive note.

2026 Enrolments

If your child/ren is/are not returning to St John’s School for the 2026 school year, | ask that
you notify the School Office as soon as possible. This notification assists us to finalise numbers
for next year and process the students we have on our waiting lists.

Thank you to those families who have already notified us of the change in their circumstances
for 2026.

Staffing Announcement — Music Teacher

We are delighted to announce that Mr Lachlan Anderson will be joining St John’s School as our
Music Teacher for 2026 and beyond. Mr Anderson brings a wealth of experience in teaching
music and drama across several schools in the Midwest region. He is already very familiar
with St John’s School, which makes this appointment even more exciting for our community.
This is wonderful news for our students and families, and we look forward to the creativity
and passion Mr Anderson will bring to the Music learning area.

Netball Fundraiser
We are thrilled to share the exciting news that our recent Netball Raffle raised an incredible
$1618.00!

This amazing result was made possible thanks to the hard work and dedication of Miss Amy
Causer and the wonderful support from our school community. Your generosity and
Involvement truly made a difference.

Miss Causer and | are now working together to decide how best to allocate these funds. We
are considering options such as additional uniforms, coach and manager shirts, and new
equipment to further support our netball teams.

Thank you again to everyone who bought a ticket. Your support helps strengthen our sporting
program and school spirit!

TERM 4 WEEK 5
13 November 2025

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 14 November
Prayer Assembly

School Prayer
8.45am

Monday 17 November
Kindy Transition
9:15am - 10:15am

Tuesday 18 November
WA Opera Incursion

12:00 - 1:30pm

Thursday 20 Nov
Assembly - Year 1

2.15pm - Hall

Friday 21 November
St John’s Feast Day

Liturgy - 9:00am
Hall - Nano Nagle
Awards

Feast Day Celebration

Monday 24 November
Kindy Transition
9:15am - 10:15am

CBSHS Transition
Year 6

Tuesday 25 November
CBSHS Transition

Year 6
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Last term, we held our School Spelling Bee Competition and it was a fantastic showcase of
talent and determination.

Congratulations to our winners:

Year Three Jhy

Year Four Jonathan
Year Five Ambrose
Year Six Heidi

We are so proud of all the students who participated and gave their best effort.

A special thank you to Mrs Kerr and Miss Gronow for organising and running the competition
while | was away, ensuring the event was a great success.

The Leadership Team has spent considerable time working on the staffing allocation for
2026. There are a few more pieces of the puzzle that need to be finalised before the full
staff list can be made public to the School Community. Thank you for your continued
patience.

On Monday, we welcomed the 2026 Kindy students and their parents/carers for their
Orientation. It was a lovely morning, a morning of mixed emotions for the children, and
possibly their parents, with excitement, uncertainty, anticipation, joy and nervousness being
experienced. We look forward to welcoming the students over the course of the next three
Mondays for optional Transition Visits. These visits allow the students to get to know the
staff, each other and their environment. Thank you to Mrs Van Eck for facilitating an
informative, welcoming and engaging morning, suitably supported by Mrs Husking and Mrs
Lang.

Education is recognised as a fundamental human right and an important building block in the
development of children and society (United Nations, 1948). Attendance is not only a
fundamental human right; it is also mandated by law. School attendance is strongly related
to:

increased academic development

opportunities for the development of social competence and relationships

an occasion to be in a language rich environment

the provision of time to work with others

the development of learning new skills such as problem-solving and persistence

Every day does count!

The Whistleblower Protection Framework is designed to uphold CEWA’s shared values
arising from the Catholic Social Teaching Principles of the dignity of the human person, the
common good, subsidiarity, co-responsibility and participation.

Further information about this Framework can be found on the St John’s School website
&

My Good News Story for this week is centred on my gratitude for being a part of the St
John’s School Community. | am truly fortunate and blessed to be a part of this special
community because of the people within the community. Thank you.

Mrs Melissa Marquis-

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Days
WEDNESDAY - PP, Year 1, Year 4 &

Year 6
THURSDAY - Year 2, Year 3 & Year 5

Newsletter Week 5 Term 4

RETURNING BOOKS BEFORE THE END
OF THE TERM

Week 6 will be the last week for
students to borrow books from the
library. All library books are due back in
Week 7. Follow up SeeSaw messages
and reminders will be sent to families
regarding overdue books.

If a book is lost or damaged, please let
the Class Room Teacher know or Mrs
Connolly in the library.
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Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
As we came together as a school on Tuesday 11 November for the Remembrance Day Service,

there is no class allocated to formally lead the Week Five Prayer Assembly. Instead, we will
gather together to say the School Prayer and celebrate birthdays. Prayer will be held at
8.45am in the School Hall.

Please note that our Week Six Prayer Assembly will instead be a whole school Liturgy for our
Feast Day, celebrated by Father Robert and led by our Year 5 students at 9:00am in the School
Hall. All families are warmly invited to join us for this special celebration.

St John’s School Feast Day

On Friday 21 November at 9:00am, the school community will gather to celebrate St John’s
School Feast Day. St John the Evangelist’s feast day falls on 27 December, when we are on
school holidays. The 21 November has been chosen to celebrate our Feast Day as this date
coincides with the Feast of the Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary on this day, whom the
Presentation Sisters’ Order is based upon. The Presentation Sisters were the founding sisters
of St John’s School.

As part of the celebration, each class will present two students with a Nano Nagle Award.
These awards recognise students who have consistently demonstrated the spirit of Nano Nagle,
the foundress of the Presentation Sisters.

Recipients are chosen for living out the three pillars of Nano Nagle throughout the school year:
. Sharing — offering help freely and including others

. Caring — showing kindness, empathy, and respect

. A Sense of Justice — standing up for what is right and treating all with fairness

We look forward to acknowledging these students and the way they bring light, compassion,
and courage to our school community.

Advent Reconciliation Years 3-6

In Week 7, students in Years 3—6 will participate in an Advent Reconciliation at school. This is
a special opportunity for students to pause during the season of Advent, reflect on their choices,
and prepare their hearts for the coming of Jesus at Christmas.

Father Robert will guide the children through a simple, age-appropriate experience of the Sac-
rament, helping them understand God’s love, forgiveness, and the joy of beginning anew.

We invite parents to support this time of preparation by gently encouraging children to reflect
on their actions, consider moments where they may have hurt others, and think about ways
they can make positive choices moving forward.

If you have any questions, please contact the School Office.

Fruit of the Spirit — Self-Control

Over the next four weeks, our school will be focusing on the Fruit of the Spirit Self-Control.
Self-control helps us pause, think, and choose our actions wisely—even when something feels
exciting, frustrating, or tempting.

“A person without self-control is like a city with its walls broken through.” — Proverbs 25:28

This image reminds us that self-control protects our hearts and minds, just like strong walls
protect a city. When we stop, breathe, and choose our actions carefully, we help make our
classrooms and playgrounds places of safety, kindness and respect. With God’s help, we can
grow in self-control each day, especially in the moments that feel challenging.

Families are encouraged to talk at home about times when we can pause and make choices
that help everyone learn and feel safe.

Parish News

Annual General Meeting

Annual General Meeting of the Catholic Parishes of Geraldton is on Sunday 23rd November at
10.30am in the Catholic Centre. Parishioners from all parishes are invited and encouraged to
attend.

Mrs Laura Lang - ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

P&F News

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Committee

Term Four Meeting Dates

Term Four P&F Events




Administration News

Assembly
Our final assembly for Term Four will be held on 20" November at 2:15pm, with our Year One students presenting an item. We invite

all parents and carers to attend the assembly in the School Hall.

Ride to School Day
In alignment with the Your Move program, St John’s School is encouraging active travel to and from school. As such, we are hosting a

‘Ride to School’ day on Friday 14" November. Students who ride to school on this day will receive a pancake for breakfast upon
arrival at school. Entry to the school will be via the oval gates, and bikes will be parked outside the Art Room for the day.

2026 Kindy Orientation Day & Transition Visits
We were excited to meet our newest St John’s students for 2026 as they attended the Kindy Orientation Day. We can’t wait to see

them as they come back to St John’s for the follow up Transition Visits. Please see the dates below which have been scheduled to
support the transition of students as they commence Kindy next year.

Monday 17" November: Kindy Transition Visit, 9:15-10:15am.
Monday 24" November: Kindy Transition Visit, 9:15-10:15am.
Monday 1* December: Kindy Transition Visit, 9:15-10:15am.

Nagle Catholic College Music Department Tour

Students in Pre-Primary to Year 6 are looking forward to the students from the Nagle Music department visiting St John’s School on
Friday 28" November. We are very grateful that the students are coming to visit and share their musical talents with us.

End of Year Concerts

The following dates have been set for our end of year concerts.
Friday 5" December: Pre-Primary to Year 6 Concert, 5:30pm.
Thursday 4™ December: Kindy Concert, 9:30am

More information regarding the concerts will be sent home in the coming weeks.

Year 6 Graduation

Please save the date for the Year 6 Graduation on Wednesday 10" December at 5:30pm in the School Hall. Further details will be
provided to parents and guardians in the coming weeks.

Hats & Water Bottles
As we are heading into warmer weather, please be reminded that all students require a hat and water bottle at school each day. Wa-

ter bottles can be refilled from the water fountains throughout the day as needed.

2026 Student Booklists
The process for ordering student booklists changed moving into the 2025 school year and will continue in the new format for the

2026 school year. The decision was made that as a school we would go with a bulk ordering approach, rather than families having to
order and supply individual booklists for students and bring them to school on the first day of the new school year. This decision was
made for multiple reasons and includes but is not limited to:

® reduce costs for families.
® to ensure that all students have the required materials.

® Alongterm approach toward improving our school sustainability.

to allow resources to arrive and be organised prior to the start of the school year, allowing a smoother start to the first day for
students, families and teachers.

Parents will continue to pay for student booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each child’s school fees. If you
have any questions about these changes, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello -









