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Dates to  
Remember 

 

Dates can also be found on 
the School Website 

 
Friday 12 December 

Prayer Assembly 
Year 4 - 8.45am 

 
Year 6 Big Day Out 

 
LAST DAY FOR  

STUDENTS 
 

Friday 28 January 
Uniform Shop Open 
11:00am -  3:00pm 

 
Thursday 29 January 

Pupil Free Day 
 

Friday 30 January 
Pupil Free Day 

 
Monday 2 February 
Students Commence 

Term 1 
 

Friday 6 February 
Prayer Assembly 

8:45am 

Conclusion of the 2025 School Year 

Tomorrow marks the conclusion of the 2025 school year.  This time of the year often brings a 
mix of emotions.  We might feel weary from the many events and tasks that have filled our 
calendars, and perhaps a little apprehensive about the changes awaiting us in 2026.  Yet, as 
we look back on the year, may we also experience pride and joy in all that we have achieved.  
And as we turn our gaze towards 2026, may we embrace it with hope, ready for the new  
opportunities and challenges that lie ahead. 
 
Graduating Class of 2025 

Last night, the Year Six Class was recognised as graduands, graduating from St John’s School.  
Congratulations to the following students:   
 

Lincoln  Reuben  Shelby  Dan  Jake 

Bonnie  Mitchell B  Zavier C  Roman Lakyrah 

Heidi  Ayden  Tessa  Alexis Michael 
Jack   Lucy   Mitchell P  Loata Bella 

Latisha  Zavier S  Billie   Logan Brooke 

 

During your primary school years at St John’s School, you have worked hard, demonstrated 
strong leadership, and through your thoughts, words and actions, reflected the teachings of 
Jesus, loving your neighbour.  It has been an honour to work with you for just seven years and 
I wish you nothing but the very best for your high school years and beyond.  The next chapter 
of your life is waiting for you to plan, write and live out.  May God keep you safe on your  
journey. 
 

Thank you to all of the family members and friends who came along to support the Year Six 
students.  My gratitude is also extended to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for coordinating the  
Graduation Ceremony and to Father Robert for presiding over the Eucharistic celebration.  I 
would like to thank all the staff who assisted before, during and/or after the Graduation Mass 
and Supper, especially Miss Bridie Teakle, Mrs Laura Lang and Mrs Sarah D’Mello. 
 

Staffing Goodbyes 

As our school year draws to a close, we have a few staff members to say goodbye to as they 
leave St John’s School for the next chapter in their lives. 
 

Mrs Carolyn Jaeger 

After six amazing years at St John’s School, we are saying goodbye to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger.  Mrs 
Jaeger has taught both Year Three and Year Six, always giving her all to make sure every  
student shines.  She is the teacher who never hesitates to go the extra mile, whether it is  
helping with tricky lessons or cheering students on when they needed it most.  Beyond the 
classroom, we will truly miss her legendary love of karaoke.  Mrs Jaeger could turn any  
gathering into a concert, given the opportunity, and her enthusiasm always brought smiles 
and laughter.  Thank you, Mrs Jaeger, for everything you have given to St John’s School.  We 
wish you all the best for the exciting adventures ahead and hope that you keep singing your 
heart out! 
 

Miss Lauren Hewitson 

After twelve wonderful years at St John’s School, we say a heartfelt goodbye to Miss Lauren 
Hewitson, our talented Indonesian and Music Teacher.  Miss Hewitson has taught hundreds of 
children during her time at St John’s School, sharing her passion for language and music with 
every class.   
 

St John’s School 
Kindergarten to Year 6 
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Her dedication extended beyond the classroom with the school choir and countless  
performances in showcases and special events, creating unforgettable memories for  
students and families alike.  We thank Miss Hewitson for her incredible contribution to our 
school community and wish her all the very best in the next chapter of her journey.  
 
Mrs Sue Connolly 

We extend our warmest wishes to Mrs Sue Connolly, our wonderful Library Technician, as 
she retires after her second term at St John’s School.  Mrs Connolly has been instrumental in  
promoting a love of reading among our students and creating an inviting, welcoming Library 
space that has inspired curiosity and joy.  Mrs Connolly’s dedication and care have made the 
Library a special place for learning and imagination.  While we will miss her presence, we are 
delighted that Mrs Connolly will be available in a relief capacity in the future.  Thank you, 
Mrs Connolly, for everything you have contributed to our school community.  Enjoy your 
well deserved retirement where we are sure that lots of books will be read! 
 
2026 Dates 

Please see page six for the full list of dates for the 2026 school year. 
 
Bookclub Thank You 

Throughout the year, our students have been fortunate to enjoy access to the Scholastic 
Book Club.  This wonderful opportunity is made possible thanks to the dedication of Miss 
Amy Causer, a valued staff and parent volunteer in our school community.  Miss Causer  
co-ordinates every aspect of Book Club from collating orders and processing payments to 
ensuring books are distributed promptly.  Her efforts not only encourage a love of reading 
among our students but also earn valuable points that allow us to expand our Library  
collection.  We sincerely thank Miss Causer for her time, energy and commitment to  
supporting literacy at St John’s School. 
 
End of Year Concert – Pre Primary to Year Six 

What an incredible celebration to finish the year!  Our students from Pre Primary to Year Six 
delivered amazing performances filled with singing, dancing and vibrant colour.  The energy 
and enthusiasm on stage were truly inspiring. 
 
A huge thank you to our dedicated staff for their magnificent work in selecting songs,  
designing costumes and choreographing each performance.  We also extend our gratitude to 
all the staff who worked tirelessly behind the scenes to make the event run smoothly. 
 
Special thanks to 65Thirty for providing the stage, sound and lighting, and an extra special 
acknowledgment to Mrs Sarah D’Mello, who coordinated every aspect of the concert with 
incredible skill and care. 
 
Finally, thank you to our families for your wonderful support.  Your encouragement and 
presence made the evening even more memorable. 
 
Kindy Christmas Concert 
The cute factor was very high last week as the youngest students in the school performed at 
their Christmas Concert.  The singing, dancing, smiles and laughs were all on display for the 
many family and friends to enjoy.  I thank all of parents, carers, grandparents and friends 
who came along to support the students.  An enormous thank you must also go to all the 
Kindy Staff for preparing the students and the Hall.  Your dedication to ensuring the students 
are provided with every opportunity is most certainly evident. 
 
Good News Story 
The students from Kindy to Year Six must be recognised for being the stars of the fortnight.  
They were all literally the stars of the stage as they participated in their respective concerts.  
Look out Hollywood! 

Library News 
Library books are kept for one week and 
then returned to school.  A Library Bag 

is required to borrow books. 

 
Goodbye and thank you. I would like to 

take this opportunity to thank everyone 

at St John’s School for their wonderful 

support and friendship. After nearly  

thirty years working at various School 

Libraries in Geraldton, Perth and  

Bunbury, it is now time for me to retire 

and enjoy time with my grandchildren. It 

has been a pleasure working with  

everyone involved with St John’s School.  

Best wishes for a wonderful Christmas.  

 

 

Thank you and congratulations to Alexis 

from Year 6 for winning a Dymocks gift 

voucher to buy new books for the  

library. The other great thing too is  

Alexis also gets to choose books for  

herself. Happy reading Alexis and well 

done on designing a very creative  

Christmas card. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Mrs Melissa Marquis  

PRINCIPAL  
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P&F News 
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P&F Committee 
 

End of Year Raffle 
 
The results of the St John’s School 
P&F Association 2025 Raffle, drawn 
on Friday 5 December are: 
 
1st Prize  Belinda S 
2nd Prize  Gus B 
3rd Prize  Kellie B 
4th Prize  Amy W 
Permit Number (LS224030725) 
 
Congratulations to all our prize  
winners and thank you to all our 
prize donors: 
 

• Kirrilee Warr MLA 

• St John’s School Advisory Council 

• R&V Davies - Tandara Farm 

• McBoats Seafood 
 
 
 
 
 

Religious Education 
Prayer Assembly 
Tomorrow, we celebrate the end of the 2025 school year with a Thanksgiving Prayer Assembly 
led by the Year Four Class.  All community members are welcome to attend. 
 

On behalf of St John’s School, I would like to take this opportunity to thank Father Robert 
O’Bryan for everything he has done to support the St John’s School community this year. We 
are truly blessed to have such an amazing person who continues to give of thimself for the 
service of our students.  
  
Second Week of Advent – The Gift of Peace 
Last week, we journeyed into the Second Week of Advent, where we were invited to focus on 
peace. In a busy world, peace reminds us to slow our hearts, to be kind in our words and ac-
tions, and to make room for God’s presence in our lives. 
 
We encourage our students and families to look for small ways to be peacemakers this week — 

through kindness, forgiveness, gratitude, and care for one another. As we light the second  

candle on our Advent wreath, may its gentle glow remind us that Christ’s peace is always   

within reach. 

  
Year Six Graduation  
The Year Six Graduation Mass and Awards Ceremony took place last night. The Year Six        
students represented themselves, their families and St John’s School with maturity, reverence 
and joy. 
  
Thank you to all of the family members and friends who came along to support the Year Six 
students.  Our gratitude is also extended to Mrs Carolyn Jaeger for coordinating the Mass and 
to Father Robert for presiding over the Eucharistic celebration.  To the staff who assisted     
before, during and/or after the Graduation Mass and Supper, thank you! 
 
Christmas Wishes 

As we come to the close of another school year, we take this opportunity to pause and reflect 
with grateful hearts. It has been a year filled with learning, growth, challenges, achievements 
and many moments of joy across our school community. 
 
We thank our students for their enthusiasm and resilience, our staff for their dedication and 
care, and our families for the ongoing trust and partnership you place in our school each day. 
Together, we continue to nurture a community grounded in faith, kindness, and learning. 
 
We wish all families a safe, restful and joy-filled Christmas holiday, and we look forward to  
welcoming everyone back in the new year refreshed and ready for another wonderful chapter. 

Mrs Laura Lang   

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



Administration News 
Whole School Transition Morning 

Students in Kindy to Year 5 participated in a whole school transition morning last week. Students were able to visit their classroom for 

2026 and where possible, meet their classroom teacher for next year. There were many exciting activities and smiles to be seen 

throughout the school! 

 

End of Year Concerts 

Thank you to all the parents, carers, family and friends who attended both Kindy Concert and the Pre-Primary to Year Six Concert and 

Award Presentation evenings for our students. We hope you enjoyed the incredible talents of our students as we celebrated the end 

of the school year. We extend a very big thank you to 65Thirty Events and Entertainment for the stage, lighting and sound set up, and 

to the Hirst Family for the donation of the lighting tower on the oval. 

  

A big congratulations is extended to the St John’s Staff, for their efforts in preparing the students so well and all of the behind the 

scenes work to assist with making the night such as success. The students deserve the final mention, they were incredible! All students 

did an amazing job, acting, singing and dancing. They were definitely the stars of the night!   

 

Aged Care Morning Tea 

On Wednesday 10th December, St John’s School hosted members from the Geraldton Hospital Day Centre for a special Christmas 

themed morning tea. This event offered social connection for elderly members of our community and gave our students a chance to 

engage with older generations. Activities included games, storytelling, and plenty of time to chat. We loved sharing the Christmas spirit  

together! 

 

2026 Student Booklists 

The process for ordering student booklists changed moving into the 2025 school year and will continue in the new format for the 2026 

school year. The decision was made that as a school we would go with a bulk ordering approach, rather than families having to order 

and supply individual booklists for students and bring them to school on the first day of the new school year. This decision was made 

for multiple reasons and includes but is not limited to:  

 

• reduce costs for families. 

• to ensure that all students have the required materials. 

• A long term approach toward improving our school sustainability. 

• to allow resources to arrive and be organised prior to the start of the school year, allowing a smoother start to the first day for  

students, families and teachers. 
 

Parents will be required to supply two boxes of tissues at the beginning of the new school year, and will continue to pay for student 

booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each child’s school fees. If you have any questions about these changes, 

please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Crunch & Sip 

St John’s School is now officially a certified member of the Crunch & Sip program for 2026! Crunch & Sip encourages kids to eat more 

vegetables and reach for water, which helps teach them healthy habits from a young age. Crunch & Sip occurs during class time and is 

not designed to replace recess. Further information will be sent home before school resumes next year. All students are encouraged to 

participate in Crunch & Sip, as it will help with learning and concentration and boost nutrition.  

 

Semester Two Reports 

End of year reports will be sent home with students today, Thursday 11th December. The purpose of these reports is to identify and  

communicate areas for celebration as well as areas for future development. Reports in Years 1-6 measure student progress using an  

A-E grading scale, with a C grade indicating that students have met the ‘at target’ point for their respective year level in each of 

the learning areas. If you have any concerns or queries regarding your child's School Report, please arrange a mutually convenient 

time to meet with your child's classroom teacher. Congratulations to all of our students for their efforts during Semester Two, I look 

forward to seeing them tackle new learning and challenges next year.  



Administration News 
School Holidays 

The final day for Term Four and the 2025 school year is Friday 12th December. The 2026 school year commences for students on 

Monday 2nd February. We look forward to welcoming all students back on this day. 

 

Thank You and Happy Holidays 

I would like to extend a very big thank you to the St John’s School staff, students, and school community for your support throughout 

the year. I have thoroughly enjoyed being a part of the school community this year and working alongside you all and am looking  

forward to continuing this in 2026. I wish everyone a joyous Christmas, filled with love, good health and happiness and look forward 

to seeing you all again in the new year. 

 

 

Mrs Sarah D’Mello  

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

The Uniform Shop Open Day for 2026 has been set for 28 January, between 11:00am – 3:00pm.  
  
Following on from this year’s success, we are again requesting families to place their orders through 
QuickCliq. Alternatively, orders can be emailed to admin@sjr.wa.edu.au, with payment on collection. 

  
Uniforms obtained through corporations and external organisations must have purchase orders emailed 
to the School, prior to orders being released to families. Uniform Order sheets can be provided to families 
as requested, to assist with the process of ordering.   
  
It is hoped the new line of blouses and skorts for the girls will be delivered in time for the Open Day,  
however this is not guaranteed. Quantities will be updated on QuickCliq when they arrive. Pre-orders will 
not be accepted as we cannot confirm a delivery date at this stage. 
  
Please speak with Tracey or Kym if you have any queries regarding uniforms for 2026. 
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2026 Dates 

Term One 
Friday 28 January  Uniform Shop Open (11:00am to 3:00pm) 
Thursday 29 January  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Friday 30 January  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Monday 2 February  Students commence Term One 
Monday 2 March  Public Holiday (Labour Day) 
Friday 20 March  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Thursday 2 April  Staff and Students conclude Term One 
Friday 3 April   Public Holiday (Good Friday) 
 
Term Two 
Monday 20 April  Staff and Students commence Term Two 
Monday 27 April  Public Holiday (ANZAC Day) 
Friday 29 May  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Monday 1 June  Public Holiday (WA Day) 
Friday 3 July   Staff and Students conclude Term Two 
 
Term Three 
Monday 20 July  Staff and Students commence Term Three 
Monday 24 August  Pupil Free Day – Catholic Day 
Friday 25 September  Staff and Students conclude Term Three 
 
Term Four 
Monday 12 October  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Tuesday 13 October  Pupil Free Day – Staff Professional Development 
Wednesday 14 October Students commence Term Four 
Friday 11 December  Students conclude Term Four 
Friday 18 December   Staff conclude Term Four 








