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Principal’s Notes

Welcome to 2026

It has been wonderful to see our students’ bright, smiling faces as they returned on Monday.
Their energy, joy and enthusiasm have brought life back into our community, and the school
already feels complete with them here again.

As we begin the 2026 school year, | look forward to the journey ahead and to all that we will
experience, learn and achieve together. Welcome back!

New Students

In addition to the children beginning their schooling in our Kindy Classroom, we are delighted
to welcome a number of new students across several other year levels. As enrolments
continue to settle, we will formally acknowledge and celebrate all new students in the next
newsletter to ensure no one is missed.

Over the past few days, our new students have already begun to settle in beautifully,
supported with kindness by their classmates and staff. We look forward to getting to know
each of them more deeply as the year unfolds. It is truly wonderful to welcome so many new
members into our school family.

Staffing 2026
I would like to extend a warm welcome to all the new staff who have joined the St John’s
School for the 2026 school year:

Music Teacher

Teacher (Auslan, Library, Year One RE & Year Three)
Year Three Teacher

Year One Education Assistant

Library Officer

Mr Lachlan Anderson
Mrs Melinda Jupp
Miss Maggie Mills
Miss Sarah Jones
Mrs Emma Johnston

We are truly blessed to have you as part of the St John’s School Community, and we look
forward to partnering with you throughout 2026. The staff of St John’s, both returning and
new, are deeply committed to working together in the best interests of every child...Every
Story, Every Opportunity.

Girls’ Uniform Addition — Blouse and Skort

We are delighted to share the wonderful news that our new blouse and skort option for the
girls have arrived and they look absolutely fabulous. Over the first few days of the school
year, we have received positive feedback from students, families and staff. It has been heart
warming to see how confidently and comfortably our girls are wearing the new uniform
pieces.

This addition has been a careful process and we truly appreciate everyone’s patience along
the way. We wanted to make sure that we selected a design that was practical, comfortable
and reflective of the St John’s School identity. After taking the time to consult, trial and refine,
we believe we have made an excellent choice and the students themselves seem to agree!

We look forward to seeing many more students enjoying this new option throughout the year.
Thank you again for your support as we continue to ensure our uniform is both functional and
representative of the pride we all share in being part of the St John’s School Community.

TERM 1 WEEK 1
5 February 2026

Dates to
Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 6 February
Whole School Mass

9:00am - Hall

Year 5 & 6 Leadership
Day am

Monday 9 February
P&F Meeting

6:00pm

Wednesday 11 February
First Reconciliation

Parent Meeting -
Catholic Centre -
5:00pm

Friday 13 February
Prayer Assembly

Year 4 - 8:45am

Census Day

Monday 16 February
NCC Enrolment Visit

Year 6 - 2:00pm

PLP Meetings
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Home School Communication

At St John’s School, we encourage open lines of communication between home and school.
If you need to contact the teaching staff, Seesaw is the best option. Alternatively, you can
email the Office (admin@sjr.wa.edu.au) or individual staff members
(firstname.surname@cewa.edu.au).

The telephones in the School Office are manned between 8:00am and 4:00pm. A voice
message can be recorded outside of these hours.

If you wish to request a meeting, please schedule a time to ensure confidentiality and
preparation. In the mornings, when the classrooms open, teachers have limited time and
availability to discuss, at length, matters of importance.

Absentees can be communicated via Seesaw, phone calls, email, note or online via the
School Website https://www.sjr.wa.edu.au/online-absentee

Seesaw
In 2026, St John’s School will be continue its use of Seesaw across the school. Seesaw has a
three pronged approach:

. Students show learning - Students use built-in multimodal tools to capture what they
know in Seesaw’s digital portfolio

. Teachers gain insights - Teachers see all stages of student thinking and progress,
enabling them to teach better

. Families connect - Families gain a window into their student’s learning and engage in

home-to-school connections

Seesaw is the main tool for home school communication. It is vitally important that all
parents/carers connect to Seesaw as soon as possible to ensure you are kept up to date with
all the necessary information. Please liaise with your child’s classroom teacher for
assistance.

Holiday Work
Over the holidays, a number of tasks and a range of work were completed. In the best

interests of the students, staff and school community we:

° furnished the Year Three and Four Classrooms with new desks, chairs and storage
units

. purchased a jellybean laminated table for Year One

. set up fifty more student iPads - nearly all classes now have one to one iPads

. installed new room signage across the school including the School Office

. painted the new doors to the Library and Art Room

. painted a section of the JM Room

. installed reticulation in the garden bed behind the Year Five Classroom

. installed barriers in the garden bed behind the Year Five Classroom to stop grass from
the top oval growing down

. purchased a new coffee table for the Staffroom

. installed larger drainage and a tank to prevent flooding near the Art Room

. laid new lino in the JM Room

. installed an air conditioner in the Resource Room

. replaced an air conditioner in the Kindy Classroom

. purchased a new fridge for Kindy

The following works are scheduled for the near future:

. painting of the Undercover Area

. installation of new bag hooks and railings for Kindy and Pre Primary

. installation of blinds in Year Six and the JM Room

. installation of a dividing wall between Kindy and Pre Primary

. installation of security screens on the glass areas of the doors in Kindy and Pre
Primary

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Newsletter
Term 1 Week 1

Welcome back Ready Readers!

We are very excited to see our students
returning this week with enthusiasm
and joy - the books missed you! This
week our Library Teacher, Mrs Jupp, has
been busy with all of our students
creating our ‘World of Wonders’

display!

Book borrowing for Term 1 will
commence in Week 3, on Wednesday
18th February, for all students from
Pre-Primary to Year 6. Kindy students
will visit the Library at various times
over the term but will not be borrowing.

Our borrowing day is WEDNESDAY this
year with Mrs Jupp, and books are
returned the following Wednesday
during your child’s scheduled Library
session.

A LIBRARY BAG is required to borrow
books, please ensure students have a
suitable bag for borrowing.

The Library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime, and
students are welcome to return, swap
or borrow books, or read quietly during
this time.

Looking forward to busy year ahead.

Ms Emma Johnston
(emma.johnston-clark@cewa.edu.au)
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As you can see from the above list, lots of items were achieved across many areas of the school
thanks to the work of the School Advisory Council, the P&F, Mrs Harris in preparing the 2026
budget, and to the staff for advocating their needs.

Census P&F News

Friday 13 February is Census Day for St John’s School and reporting to various bodies. Itis
vitally important that all students from Pre Primary to Year Six are at school on this Friday. If
you son/daughter is absent, a written note of explanation must be provided to meet
guidelines. This Census has many purposes, one of which relates to funding so please ensure P&F Committee
your child is at school on Friday 13 February.

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

Good News Story P&F MEETING DATES

The first piece of good news for 2026 is the wonderful way our students and staff have TERM ONE
transitioned back into school life. The children have settled smoothly into their routines and
are already embracing the year ahead with enthusiasm, readiness and a positive attitude
toward learning and new opportunities.

Mrs Melissa Marquis
PRINCIPAL

Religious Education

Welcome
Welcome back to a new school year at St John’s School. | hope all families enjoyed a restful
break and are feeling ready for the year ahead.

As we begin 2026, we look forward to a year of learning, growth and connection. Our staff
have been busy preparing classrooms and programs to support every child to feel safe,
supported and ready to learn.

I look forward to working closely with our students and families throughout the year.

Prayer Assemblies

Please note that our Week One Prayer Assembly will instead be a whole school Mass to mark
the beginning of the school year. The Mass will be celebrated by Father Robert and led by our
Year 6 students at 9:00am in the School Hall. All families are warmly invited to join us for this
special celebration.

Week Two Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the Hall, and the Year Four Class will be
leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Fruit of the Spirit
St John’s School use the Fruit of the Spirit to guide our students to become faith-filled

individuals, representing Catholic virtues in all that they do.

To begin the year, | would like to focus on the scripture where the Fruit of the Holy Spirit is
identified. Please take a moment to read Galatians 5: 22-23:

‘But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness and
self-control.
Against such things there is no law.’

In class, under guidance from their teachers, the students will be encouraged to use the ideas
and language of the Fruit of the Spirit in their daily lives. The first Fruit of the Spirit to focus on
will be the Fruit of Love. How will you show the Fruit of Love?




Religious Education

Sacrament of Reconciliation

This term, our First Reconciliation candidates and their parent/carers will prepare for, and celebrate the Sacrament of First
Reconciliation. A note has been shared on Seesaw to all Year Three students with further information. Please take note of the
following information and key dates:

The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation will be held in the St Francis Xavier Cathedral on the following dates:

-14 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm
-15 February Sunday 7.30am, 9.30am or 6.30pm
-21 February Saturday Vigil at 6.00pm

A St John’s School representative will be present at all Commitment Masses.
A Parent/Child First Reconciliation Meeting will be held at the Catholic Centre on Wednesday 11* February at 5.00pm.

The Sacrament of First Reconciliation for St John’s School will be held on Monday 30th March at 9:00am in the St John’s School Hall.
Family members are encouraged to attend.

We look forward to supporting our students as they continue their sacramental journey in 2026. Please find the key dates below for
families of students receiving First Eucharist (Year 4) and Confirmation (Year 6).

First Eucharist — Year 4 (Term 2)
® Parent & Child Meeting: Wednesday 6 May, 5:00pm (Catholic Centre)

® Commitment Mass: One Mass to be attended on 9th, 10th or 16th May (St Francis Xavier Cathedral or St John’s Church,
Rangeway, Sunday 8:30am)

® Retreat Day: Monday 8 June
® Celebration of First Eucharist: Saturday 13 June, 3:00pm St John’s Church, Rangeway (Arrival time: 2:30pm)

Confirmation — Year 6 (Term 3)
® Parent & Child Meeting: Wednesday 22 July, 5:00pm (Catholic Centre)

® Commitment Mass: One Mass to be attended on 1st, 2nd or 8th August (St Francis Xavier Cathedral or St John’s Church,
Rangeway, Sunday 8:30am)

® Retreat Day: Monday 17 August
® Celebration of Confirmation: Tuesday 1 September, 6:00pm St John’s Church, Rangeway (Arrival time: 5:30pm)

More detailed information will be shared closer to each sacrament. We encourage families to save these dates and reach out to the
school if you have any questions.

Medical Updates and Health Considerations

It is extremely important that the school is aware of any medical conditions or other health considerations that your child/ren may
have. If you are new to the school or aware of any new medical conditions or other health considerations that may have developed

over the holidays, then please come and collect the appropriate forms from the Office as soon as possible.

A reminder that existing student medical plans must be updated yearly and, where necessary, signed by your doctor. Thank you for

your assistance in this matter.

Allergy Aware School

St John’s School is an allergy aware school. The foods that are particularly life-threatening for some of our students are nuts (peanuts

and tree nuts), eggs and shellfish. We ask that students do not bring these foods to school in their lunch boxes.

Students are learning about ways they can help their classmates who have allergies stay safe. There are several posters around the
school reminding the school community of the steps they can take to do this. Most of the steps are common practise in our school but

it is useful for everyone to be reminded of these important steps.
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The steps include:

1. Don’t share your food, especially with friends who have allergies.

2. Wash your hands before and after eating.

3. Know what your friends are allergic to.

4, If a schoolmate who has allergies becomes sick, get help straight away.

Your assistance to help keep everyone safe at our school is much appreciated.

STEM Opportunities
Scitech is coming to Geraldton for a special event dedicated to exploring the many pathways in science, technology, engineering and
mathematics (STEM).

The Geraldton STEM Festival is a free community event designed to inspire curious minds of all ages. Families will have the chance to
connect with universities and industry experts, learn about STEM career opportunities, and discover how these fields shape the world
around us.

This event is especially for families, students, educators, and anyone else interested in learning more about STEM careers and educa-
tion pathways.

Come join us at the Central Regional Tafe — in Geraldton on 26 February from 4:30 to 7:30pm!

This event is part of Scitech’s ongoing commitment to making STEM accessible to communities across Western Australia.



Administration News

Welcome to 2026!
Happy New Year and welcome to the start of another amazing year at St John’s School. | hope you and your families had a great break

for the Christmas and New Year period and are ready for an exciting year ahead!

2026 Student Booklists

As communicated in 2025, the process for ordering student booklists has been changed at St John’s School. Each student is required to
bring two boxes of tissues to their classroom teacher during Week One. Students are NOT required to bring any stationery or other
equipment with them to school this year. Everything they need has been organised by St John’s School Staff. Any items brought to
school will be sent home. Parents will continue to pay for student booklist requirements through the amenities fee, included in each

child’s school fees. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

School Communication

If you need to communicate with your child’s classroom teacher this year, there are several options available to you;

1. Message directly through the school communication platform, Seesaw. New families have received QR codes to register for the
app and be connected directly to their child’s class.

2. Phone the School Office and leave a message for the teacher to return your call. Please note, teachers will be unable to return
parent phone calls whilst they are teaching during the day.

3. Arrange a face to face meeting at a mutually convenient time.

Should any issues arise during the school year, parents are asked to make contact with the classroom teacher first to discuss.
Following this, if required, a member of the Leadership Team will be able to assist if further follow up is required.

A reminder that absences from school can be communicated through the school’s website page, via a phone call to the School Office
or a note sent in with your child upon their return.

Seesaw

Seesaw is an app that provides parents with visibility into the students’ learning journey to support and celebrate their learning. It is
also our preferred method of communication between home and school. If you do not have access to Seesaw, require a new QR code
to be printed, or need assistance to create or manage your account, please do not hesitate to come and see me.

Nagle Catholic College Principal Visit

On Monday 16™ February, Susan Macdonald, Principal of Nagle Catholic College, and Mr Kerry Pile, Director of Year Seven Students,
will be visiting the Year Six students to provide them with information about the College and give them an opportunity to ask any
questions.

Keeping Safe Curriculum

Throughout the year, students will be engaging with the Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum. This is a child safety and
respectful relationships curriculum providing age and developmentally appropriate activities for children and young people. This
program helps children and young people to recognise abuse and tell a trusted adult, understand what is appropriate and
inappropriate touching, and understand ways to keep themselves safe.

All teachers have received explicit training to deliver this curriculum. Although parent permission is not required for students to
participate in this curriculum, we encourage parents and carers to seek further clarification if required and to provide the school with
any relevant information about their child if required.

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing for students in Year Three and Five is scheduled to commence in Week Six, on Wednesday 11" March. The testing
window closes on Monday 23" March. Further information, including the proposed timetable, will be sent home to parents in the
coming week.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello -






WDg & § J03 ), 55017 S J0 SUDHDIE

Aopsiny) Aoy

14V15 7 SINIONLS 404 AV 15¥1
[4




Term One

Monday 2 February
Monday 2 March
Friday 20 March
Thursday 2 April
Friday 3 April

Term Two
Monday 20 April
Monday 27 April
Friday 29 May
Monday 1 June
Friday 3 July

Term Three

Monday 20 July
Monday 24 August
Friday 25 September

Term Four

Monday 12 October
Tuesday 13 October
Wednesday 14 October
Friday 11 December
Friday 18 December

2026 Dates

Students commence Term One

Public Holiday (Labour Day)

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Staff and Students conclude Term One

Public Holiday (Good Friday)

Staff and Students commence Term Two

Public Holiday (ANZAC Day)

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Public Holiday (WA Day)

Staff and Students conclude Term Two

Staff and Students commence Term Three
Pupil Free Day — Catholic Day
Staff and Students conclude Term Three

Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Pupil Free Day — Staff Professional Development
Students commence Term Four

Students conclude Term Four

Staff conclude Term Four
















