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Principal’s Notes

Every Story Every Opportunity

The moral purpose of St John’s School is, ‘Every Story Every Opportunity’. At the core of all our
decision making, planning, discussions, thoughts, words and actions is the understanding that
each individual student of St John’s School comes to receive his/her education with a story.

It is imperative that we, as the staff of St John’s School, know these stories so we can provide
each individual student with every opportunity to be the best learner and person they can be.

NAPLAN

Last week, the students in Years Three and Five commenced the 2026 NAPLAN Tests. It is a
timely reminder for our students that at St John’s School, our vision for them as a learner,
centres on ‘Every Story Every Opportunity’. The NAPLAN Tests are one small part of their own
individual learning journey. The Staff of St John’s School work hard to know the individual
story of each student and the results of NAPLAN add just one small piece of the puzzle to
assist in the provision of every opportunity for students to reach their full potential.

NAPLAN does not assess the individuality and uniqueness of our students. As a school, we
know this about every student because of the relationships we form with them on a day to
day basis. The tests do not show how the students love to sing, their strengths in painting or
their ability to excel in the sporting arena, but we know this through the varied opportunities
we provide.

The assessors of the tests have not witnessed the students’ leadership skills or the way they
reach out to help others, but we as a staff do, as we have evidence of these behaviours each
and every day. They do not know that the students are supportive friends, help their family
and try their best each day as these cannot be tested through NAPLAN. We see this because
the students are contributing members of the St John’s School Community.

The results of the NAPLAN tests will provide a snapshot of the students’ academic ability but
not the full picture. They will not fully measure the children’s growth or the challenges that
individuals have overcome.

| ask all students to continue to come to school with a positive mindset, do their best and
know that because we know your story, and we will continue to provide every opportunity for
your specialness to shine brightly.

St John's School Catholic School Advisory Council (CSAC)

At our first CSAC Meeting, we finalised some of the positions on the 2026 Council. Thank you
to the following members for taking on a role to support the strategic development at St
John’s School:

Chair Nic B
Deputy Chair TBA
Minutes Jaimee D
Treasurer Kym H

CSAC Rep Genna H

We also welcomed two new members to the St John’s School P&F, Raymond D and Genna H.
Thank you, for supporting St John’s School via this parent body.

TERM 1 WEEK 7
19 March 2026

Dates to

Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 20 March

Monday 23 March
Harmony Day - Orange/
Cultural Free Dress Day

P&F Meeting - 6:00pm

Tuesday 24 March
First Reconciliation

Retreat Day - Year 3

Thursday 26 March
Hockey Carnival - Year 6

Friday 27 March
Prayer Assembly

Year 1 - 8.45am

Talk Money Workshops
Years 5 & 6

Monday 30 March
First Reconciliation

Year 3 - 9:00am - Hall

Tuesday 31 March
P&F Canteen Day

Croissants

Wednesday 1 April
P&F Easter Raffle Draw

8:45am

Thursday 2 April
Choir Assembly @

2:20pm
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Principal’s Notes

The wellbeing and safety of all students is the highest priority for all Catholic schools,
including St John’s School. Catholic Education Western Australia (CEWA) is committed to
child safety and leading and supporting a child safe culture for all our schools, care centres
and communities. All members of St John’s School are encouraged and supported to make
good decisions that always keep the best interests of the child or young person first.

The CEWA Child Safe Framework (CSF) is based on the latest research in child safety for
institutions, is in support of best practice, and is consistent with the Royal Commission

into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse recommendations. Parents/carers can
learn more about the CSF on page five of the school newsletter or by visiting

It is a requirement that all schools are to follow the Australian Concussion Guidelines for
Youth and Community Sports. The document outlines a range of information, including what
is concussion, causes of concussion, the onset of symptoms, how to recognise and the
immediate management. A link to the full document can be found at:

The Guidelines also provide a ‘Graded Return to Sport Framework’ that St John’s School is
required to follow should a child sustain a concussion at or out of school. Please refer to
page six of this newsletter for a screenshot of the framework.

My shout out this fortnight goes to the students in Years Three and Five who have
successfully and confidently navigated the NAPLAN assessments conducted to date. | am so
proud of their willingness to give the tests their best efforts, remaining positive and calm. |
am so proud of you.

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Religious Education

There is no Week Seven Prayer Assembly this week.

The Week Eight Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the School Hall, the Year One
Class will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Stations of the Cross

On the 2™ April, at 9.00am, selected students from Year Six will lead the school community
in a re-enactment of Jesus’ final walk to Calvary. It is based on the fourteen Stations of the
Cross. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.
Library Newsletter

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A library bag is
required to borrow books.

Already Week 7, how quickly the term is
passing!

So many enthusiastic readers and
borrowers, establishing our reading
goals and building positive reading
habits!

To borrow books we ask

. That books are returned to class
on Wednesday mornings for collection.
Students will have the books for one
week, and have the opportunity to
renew their loan by using the ‘Please
renew’ bookmarks supplied in their
library boxes.

. Students must remember to use
their library bags to transport their
books, keeping them clean, dry and
protected.

Congratulations Year 1 for all
remembering their borrowing bags,
setting a fine example for the rest of the
school. Let the little children...be
organised! Thank you to all the students
who continue to be respectful and tidy
within our Library. It is a pleasure to see
you each week.

The Library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime, and
students are welcome to return, swap or
borrow books, or read quietly during
this time.

With only two more weeks remaining of
term we ask that children remember to
have returned all of their borrowed
books by 25th MARCH.

Ms Emma Johnston - Library Officer
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Religious Education

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
On Monday 30" April at 9.00am, candidates in Year Three will celebrate the Sacrament of First
Reconciliation in the St John's School Hall. Please keep our Year Three students in your prayers.

Sacrament of First Reconciliation Retreat Day
On Tuesday 24™ March, all students in Year Three will participate in a Sacrament of First
Reconciliation Retreat Day. Free dress can be worn on this day

Sacrament of Reconciliation During Lent

On Tuesday, 24t March, our Year Four, Five and Six students will celebrate the Sacrament of
Reconciliation as part of their Lenten journey before Easter. Thank you to Father Robert
O’Bryan for making himself available to assist our students with this Sacrament.

St Patrick’s Day — Tuesday 17 March

St Patrick is one of the most well-known saints in the Catholic Church and the patron saint of
Ireland. He was a missionary who helped spread Christianity across Ireland, teaching people
about God's love and using the shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity. His feast day, 17" March,
is celebrated with joy and gratitude for his faith and dedication. St. Patrick's life reminds us to
trust in God and share kindness with others.

Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
This week St John’s School will continue to focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Joy:

Though the fig tree does not bud
and there are no grapes on the vines,
though the olive crop fails
and the fields produce no food,
though there are no sheep in the pen
and no cattle in the stalls,
yet | will rejoice in the Lord,

I will be joyful in God my Saviour.

(Habakkuk 3:17-18)

Mrs Laura Lang

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

P&F News

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Meeting Dates
Term One

P&F Events




Religious Education



Administration News

NAPLAN

NAPLAN testing for students in Year Three and Five commenced in Week Six, on Wednesday 11" March. The testing window closes on
Monday 23™ March. A big congratulations is extended to all our Year Three and Five students and their teachers for the efforts they
have put in so far, the students for trying their hardest and teachers for facilitating the sessions so far.

A reminder that the NAPLAN assessments provide parents and schools with an understanding of how students are performing at the
time of the test. It is one aspect of the school assessment and reporting process and does not replace the ongoing assessments made
by teachers about students’ performance.

Individual student reports will be sent home to parents and carers later in the school year when they have been received by the
school. These results are reported against proficiency standards. There is a standard for each assessment area at each year level.
Proficiency standards provide clear information on student achievement. They are set at a challenging but reasonable level expected
of the child at the time of NAPLAN testing, based mainly on what has been taught in previous years of schooling. Student achievement
is shown against four levels of proficiency: Exceeding, Strong, Developing and Needs Additional Support.

Assembly
Our next Assembly has been postponed from next week, until Week Nine, Thursday 2™ April. Our School Choir will be presenting an

item and we invite all parents and carers to join us. Thank you to Mr Anderson and the Choir for their flexibility with their
performance, we can’t wait to see it!

In Term Two, our first Assembly will be held on Thursday 7™ May, with our Year Four Class presenting the item. We invite all parents
and carers to attend the Assembly in the School Hall commencing at 2:20pm.

Hockey Carnival
St John’s School are entering three teams in the Geraldton Primary School Hockey Carnival on Thursday 26" March. The carnival is a

mixed round robin format for our Year 6 students. Thank you to Mr Antonovich for the effort and organisation to enable our students
to participate in this carnival. We wish them all the best and can’t wait to hear how they go!

School Holidays
The final day for Term One is Thursday 2" April, as Friday 3" April is a Public Holiday, for Good Friday. Students will commence Term

Two on Monday 20" April.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello



Extended Guardianship - When our leaders, staff and wider school community share a collective responsibility to actively support an
environment that is engaging, supportive and safe.

Healthy & Respectful Relationships—Modelling healthy and respectful relationships creates an engaging, safe and supportive
environment. It also assists in equipping, children and young people with discernment of how they should be treated.

Situational Prevention - Seeks to reduce opportunities for behaviour that presents risks to students. Evaluating various elements
within our schools — including physical and online environments, staffing, governance, behaviours and culture with an aim to eliminate
or mitigate situations that present risk for children and young people.

Responding to those who have been injured or hurt through abuse and harm and
assisting them to heal.

Recognising each child and young person’s right to be heard and to have a voice in all
decisions affecting them.

All members of the school community share responsibility for, and actively promote an
environment that prioritises the best interests of children and young people.

School leaders create and promote environments that are safe, supportive and
engaging. They make their decisions based on the best interests of children and young
people.

Having structures and processes that are accessible, consistent and transparent.
Policies must be understood, implemented and actioned every day.
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Assisting our schools and care centres to identify the most suitable people to work with
children and young people, and to provide appropriate training.

Following, or developing and implementing where required, processes that are
transparent, fair and clearly understood by the community

Proactively identifying and limiting potential risks.

Improving systematically and continually through ongoing evaluation and assessment.




Australian Concussion Guidelines for Youth and
Community Sport — Graded Return to Sport
Framework for Community and Youth Sport
















