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Principal’s Notes

Sacrament of First Reconciliation
On Monday 30 March, students in various year levels, baptised into the Catholic faith,
celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time. | ask you to congratulate the

Dates to

Remember
Dates can also be found on

following students and keep them in your prayers as they asked for God’s forgiveness and the School Website
mercy for the first time: Friday 3 April
Jhy Adriel Xane Olivia Gabrielle

Frankie Ned Charlotte Fabian Ryan

Lyndon

Monday 20 April
Our school community is also asked to thank and pray for the following students who
participated in the Sacrament of First Reconciliation Program and supported their peers.
Some of these students received a blessing on Monday:

Ella Zareth — Annabelle  Prahiith Sadie P&F Meeting = 6:00pm
Dinah Dusty Rhys Israel Mikaylah :
Hayzel Arlo Jaxon Treveenah Nate Thursday 23 April
AJ Tiffany Alleluia Day

Prayer Assembly -
Monday was a lovely celebration for the students who received the sacrament for the first 8:45am

time and for those who received a blessing. | would like to thank the students for the way
they represented themselves, their families and their school. The students were suitably

prepared by Miss Maggie Mills, Mrs Melinda Jupp, Miss Amy Causer and Mrs Laura Lang, for Friday 24 April
which | am extremely grateful. Family and friends were in attendance, indicating the support ANZAC Day Service

and love for the children. Father Robert presided over the Liturgy, guiding the students Year 5 - 8:45am
spiritually and on a practical level, thank you, Father Robert.

| am very proud of the Year Three students, and | hope they continue to celebrate the Monday 27 April
Sacrament of Reconciliation in the future, seeking healing and forgiveness.

Faction Swimming Carnival

Earlier this term, we held our Faction Swimming Carnival at the Nagle Catholic College pool
which was the right place to be given the heat of the day. Congratulations to Batavia Faction
for winning the event by a smallish margin. Well done to the individual students who
demonstrated their strong swimming skills in the water, taking home the medals for Runner 8:45am-10:45am
Up Champion or Champion.

Thursday 30 April
AFL Incursion Year 3-6

Whole School AFL

Champion Faction Incursion - Hall -
First Batavia 134 points
Second Abrolhos 102 points 11:05am
Third 87 points
Fourth Pelsaert 19 points Friday 1st May

B ) Prayer Assembly -
Individual Champions
Junior Girls Runner Up Champion Ivy Year 4 8:45am
Junior Girls Champion Frankie
Junior Boys Runner Up Champion Rhys
Junior Boys Champion will
Intermediate Girls Runner Up Champion Zarli
Intermediate Girls Champion Elianah

Intermediate Boys Runner Up Champion Riley
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Intermediate Boys Champion Dex
Senior Girls Runner Up Champion LilaB
Senior Girls Champion Ava
Senior Boys Runner Up Champion Lachlan
Senior Boys Champion Liam

I would like to thank Nagle Catholic College for allowing us to use their pool. It is wonderful
to have the pool all to ourselves. A very special thank you is extended to Mr Caleb
Antonovich for co-ordinating all aspects of the Carnival, ensuring the event was a great
success. Mr Antonovich was suitably supported by the attending Staff of St John’s School,
collaborating to facilitate a smooth afternoon.

The St John’s School P&F collated and sold three $100 boards at the Carnival. Thank you to
the P&F for organising this fundraiser to help fund future P&F projects. To all of the parents
and family members that attended as a helper or a spectator, thank you for your support
and assistance. You helped to add atmosphere to the Carnival and lightened the load.

Thank you to our wonderful school community for the care, cooperation and support shown
in preparation for Tropical Cyclone Narelle. Your calm approach, timely communication and
readiness to assist ensured that everyone remained safe, and we are grateful that our
community has come through this experience with minimal damage. This situation has been
a powerful reminder of the strength and resilience of our community, as we worked
together, looked out for one another, and responded with compassion and unity. At this
time, we especially hold in our prayers the communities of Carnarvon and Exmouth, who
have been more significantly impacted. We pray for their safety, strength and recovery in
the days ahead, and we thank God for the protection, resilience and spirit shown by their
communities.

The final dates are being entered into the Term Two Planner. A copy will be sent out via
Seesaw as soon as possible.

The holidays are upon us. | hope that all members of the school community take some time
to rest and spend precious time with loved ones. Please enjoy the break and take care.

Last Sunday saw the commencement of Holy Week with Palm Sunday. Easter is the most
important feast in the Church’s liturgical year. It is a time when we rejoice in the new life
Christ has given us through His death and resurrection. | wish every family a very
peace-filled Easter.

Today is the last day of Term One which has flown by incredibly fast. The impending
holidays provide the prime opportunity to pause and take stock of all that has been achieved
over the past ten weeks. The Kindy Class has finished their first term of learning, making lots
of new friends along the way. The Year One Class has transitioned from Pre Primary to the
big school, one of the biggest transitions of their school life and the Year Six Class has begun
their final year of primary schooling, stepping up as leaders along the way. It is for these and
other moments of joy and celebration that we should reflect on and give thanks. All
students have made many positive gains over the last nine weeks, demonstrating great
resiliency and growth. The smiles on the students’ faces are our biggest rewards. May
Term Two, which begins for the students on Monday 20 April, bring more opportunities for
learning, laughter and love.

The students are my positive mention for this fortnight, following their outstanding
behaviour at school last Thursday in the lead up to the arrival of Tropical Cyclone Narelle.
They are to be commended for remaining calm, staying engaged in their learning, and
continuing to meet our high expectations throughout the day. What could have been a
challenging situation was met with maturity and positivity, and the students truly rose to the
occasion. They were absolute stars and | am extremely proud of them.

Mrs Melissa Marquis -

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.
Library Newsletter

LIBRARY DAYS
Pre Primary to Year Six
Wednesdays

Mrs Jupp and Mrs Johnston wish
everyone a very Happy Easter.

We hope you are able to escape with a
book or two over the school holidays.



Religious Education

Prayer Assembly — 23" April
The Week One Prayer Assembly for Term 2 will be held on Thursday 23 April at 8:45am in the
School Hall. Year 6 will lead the school community in prayer as we celebrate Alleluia Day. All

are warmly welcome to attend. P&F News

Alleluia Day — 23™ April pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
Alleluia Day is a joyful celebration in our Catholic tradition that marks the return of the word
”AIIeIu?a” after the season of Lent. During Lentt we pause frorn using t.his word as.a way of . P&F Meeting Dates
preparing our hearts for Easter. At Easter, we joyfully proclaim Alleluia once again, celebrating LA MR I D)
the resurrection of Jesus and the new life He brings. For our school community, Alleluia Day is M

a special moment of joy, hope and celebration, reminding us to live as people of light and
Easter joy. Students and staff are invited to wear white on this day. Teachers will designate an
activity around Jesus' Resurrection for the students to participate in.

Year Three Sacrament of Reconciliation
On Monday, 30" March, the Year Three class celebrated the Sacrament of First Reconciliation,

joined by students from Year Four. The students were well prepared and the day ran
smoothly. A heartfelt thank you to Miss Mills, Mrs Jupp and Miss Causer for their dedication in
assisting the students in the preparation for this special occasion.

P&F Events
Jhyruz Ned
Adriel Charlotte
Xane Fabian
Oliva Ryan
f;k:lrllieelle Lyndon Easter Raffle

Congratulations to all the students for participating in the Reconciliation Program. Thank you
to Father Robert O’Bryan for celebrating the liturgy with us.

ANZAC Day Prayer Assembly — Term 2

On Friday, April 24™ our school will come together for a special ANZAC Day Prayer Service at
8:45am, led by the Year 5 Class. This service is a time to reflect, pray and honour the bravery
and sacrifice of the ANZACs who served our country. We invite all students and families to join
us as we remember their courage and give thanks for the peace we enjoy today. Lest we
forget.

Project Compassion Boxes 2026

Thank you to the children and families who have returned their Project Compassion Mission
Box. The money raised will go to Caritas Missions and will enable them to further support their
good work throughout the world.

If you have not yet brought back your Project Compassion Mission Box, please return it to
school with your child by Friday, 15" May.

Palm/Passion Sunday

Last Sunday, the Church celebrated Palm Sunday, also referred to as Passion Sunday. Palm
Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the start of the journey toward the power of the
cross and the rich truth that Jesus is truly our King. On this day, many Christians participated
in processions and received blessed palm branches as a reminder of Jesus’ triumphant entry
into Jerusalem.
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Fruit of the Spirit - Joy
"You will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice; and you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned into joy.”
(John 16:20-22)

As we edge closer to Easter Sunday, this scripture from Jesus to his disciples at the Last Supper, reminds us of the joy of the risen Lord.

We can easily imagine the sorrow of the apostles when they saw their master, whom they admired and loved, put to a cruel death as a
criminal. But through Jesus rising to life on Easter Sunday, to stand among his disciples once again, you can only imagine something of
the apostles' joy. Coming out of total darkness, which had filled their souls for two long days and nights, into such a joyful light to see
their master among them once more.

End of Term

As we come to the end of another busy and rewarding term, we take a moment to reflect with gratitude on all that has been achieved.
Our students have shown wonderful growth in their learning, resilience in their challenges, and kindness in the way they support one
another each day. Thank you to our staff for their dedication and care, and to our families for your ongoing support and partnership.
We wish everyone a safe and restful break, and we look forward to welcoming you back refreshed and ready for another exciting term
ahead.

Mrs Laura Lang

Administration News

Harmony Day

Our school community recently came together to celebrate Harmony Day with a colourful free dress day and a variety of engaging,
class based activities. Students proudly wore orange and clothing representing their cultures, sparking meaningful conversations
about diversity, respect and inclusion. Across the school, classes participated in age-appropriate activities that promoted
understanding, kindness and the importance of belonging. It was a joyful and positive celebration that highlighted the unique
backgrounds within our community and reinforced the message that ‘everyone belongs’ at our school.

Hockey Carnival
Due to TC Narelle, the Geraldton Primary School Hockey Carnival. scheduled for Thursday 19" March had to be cancelled. The
organisers are trying to reschedule the event. Further details will be shared as final decisions are made.

Talk Money Workshops — Years 5 & 6

Due to the forecast impact of TC Narelle, the Year 5/6 Talk Money Workshop scheduled for Thursday 19" March was also
unfortunately cancelled. The organisers are currently exploring options to reschedule the event, and further information will be
shared once final arrangements have been confirmed.

Basketball Incursion

On Tuesday 31% March, students in Years 4 to 6 participated in an exciting Basketball Incursion organised by Mr A. The session
provided students with the opportunity to develop their basketball skills, teamwork and game understanding in a fun and supportive
environment. This incursion was fully funded through the Sporting Schools Grant, allowing all students to take part at no cost. The
activities were thoroughly enjoyed by students and highlighted the importance of physical activity and participation in sport.
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Swimming Lessons

Swimming Lessons have been confirmed for Term Two and will return back to the one week format this year with two lessons per day.
Students will participate in lessons during Week 11. Further details including dates and times will be sent home as early as possible
next term.

School Holidays
The final day for Term One is today, Thursday 2™ April, with students commencing Term Two on Monday 20" April. Wishing all

families a safe and happy holiday. | look forward to seeing everyone return in Term Two!

Mrs Sarah D’Mello






