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Principal’s Notes

Welcome Back

Welcome back to Term Two! | hope everyone in the St John’s School Community had a lovely
holiday, filled with whatever you personally needed it to be filled with —rest, adventure,
relaxation, family, blessings, chocolate etc.

I look forward to all the learning, friendships and growth that Term Two promises to provide.

ANZAC Day
On Saturday, Ariannah and Lachlan, Head Girl and Boy, will represent St John’s School at the

2026 ANZAC Day Service at Birdwood House, laying a wreath on behalf of the school
community. | would like to thank their families for supporting their children and the school in
honouring the ANZACs. My gratitude is also extended to Mrs Sarah D’Mello for all her work
she undertook to ensure our participation, including organising the wreath.

The Year Five Class will lead the whole school in an ANZAC Day Prayer Assembly tomorrow,
Friday 24 April. Each class will lay a wreath, showing respect and appreciation for the ANZACs.

Holiday Work
Over the holidays, we had some maintenance works completed around the school. The work
included:

®  Painting of the Courtyard
® Repainting of the verandah at the rear of the Administration Building

Child Safe Framework

St John’s School, in partnership with Catholic Education Western Australia, aims to provide the
best Catholic education and outcomes for your child requires an engaging, safe and supportive
school environment. The combined nine elements of the Child Safe Framework, supports a
child safe culture, healthy and respectful relationships, and extended guardianship in school
communities, based on the latest research and recognised best practices. Please refer to page
six for further information.

Student Code of Conduct

On page seven of this newsletter, you will find a copy of the St John’s School Student Code of
Conduct. The students want to feel safe, recognised, calm, joyful and educated when at
school.

Good News Story
The children have had a wonderful start back to Term Two. It has been wonderful to see the

children excited and happy for another busy and long term!

Mrs Melissa Marquis
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TERM 2 WEEK 1
23 April 2026

Dates to

Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 24 April
ANZAC Day Prayer

Service Year 5 - 8:45am

Monday 27 April

Wednesday 29 April
Evacuation Drill

Thursday 30 April
AFL Incursion Year 3-6

8:45am - 10:45am

Whole School AFL
Incursion - 11:05am

Friday 1 May
Prayer Assembly

Year 4 - 8:45am

AFL Girls Football Comp
Years 5 & 6
9:15am - 1.45pm
GBSC Sporting Park

Tuesday 5 May
QCESR Panel Visit

Kindy MAGS - 2:00pm
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Religious Education

Today, we celebrated Alleluia Day as a whole school. Our Year 6 students shared the final
part of the Easter story, helping everyone to understand and celebrate this important time
in our Church year.

You may have noticed your child talking about the word “Alleluia.” In the Catholic tradition,
we don’t say this word during Lent (the time leading up to Easter) as a way of preparing and
reflecting. At Easter, we say Alleluia again to celebrate that Jesus is alive—this is why you
will often hear it in prayers, songs and at Mass during this season.

Alleluia Day is a simple but meaningful way for students to experience this joy. It helps
them understand that Easter is not just one day, but a season of hope, new life and
celebration in our faith.

Tomorrow, Friday 24™ April, our school will come together for a special ANZAC Day Prayer
Service at 8:45am, led by the Year 5 Class. This service is a time to reflect, pray, and honour
the bravery and sacrifice of the ANZACs who served our country. We invite all students and
families to join us as we remember their courage and give thanks for the peace we enjoy
today. Lest we forget.

The Week Two Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the School Hall, the Year Four
Class will be leading the school community in prayer. All are warmly welcome to attend.

Thank you to the children and families who have returned their Project Compassion Mission
Box. The money raised will go to Caritas Missions and will enable them to further support
their good work throughout the world.

If you have not yet brought back your Project Compassion Mission Box, please return it to
school with your child by Friday 15" May.

This term, students in Year Four, will be celebrating the Sacrament of First Eucharist. Please
take note of the following dates:

Our First Eucharist Candidates and their parents/carers will make their commitment to
prepare for the Sacrament of First Eucharist. It is a requirement that all Eucharistic
candidates from St John’s School attend a Sacrament of First Eucharist Commitment Mass.

Please see below the times for the Commitment Masses at St Francis Xavier Cathedral:
Saturday 9" May at 6.00pm
Sunday 10t May at 7.30am, 9.30am, 6.00pm
Saturday 16™ May at 6.00pm

Sacrament of First Eucharist Parent and Child Meeting will be held on 7™ May at 5:00pm at
the Catholic Centre on Maitland Street.

The Sacrament of First Eucharist Retreat Day will be held on Monday 8" June.

The Sacrament of First Eucharist for St John’s School will be held on Saturday 13" June.
Further information regarding this special celebration will be sent

out closer to the date.

To support your child’s preparation for the Sacrament, please

complete the enrolment and commitment form using the link or

QR code below.

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/u9g5VTq4uG

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.
Library Newsletter

LIBRARY DAYS
Pre Primary to Year Six
Wednesdays

Welcome back Super Readers!

The Library has missed you, and we are
so excited to hear everyone’s
adventures and holiday discoveries. It
would appear it was a restorative time
for all.

Term 2 will be a busy eleven weeks, and
we are so excited to be a part of all of
the events. Mrs Jupp is busy finding
special books to reflect our learning and
growing in so many fun ways.

Thankyou to all who remembered to
bring back overdue books from Term 1.
And to all students ready to begin
borrowing their books this week, ready
with their book bags. So many
enthusiastic readers and borrowers,
establishing our reading goals and
building positive reading habits!

To borrow books we ask

° that books are returned to class
on Wednesday mornings for
collection . Students will have the
books for one week, and have
the opportunity to renew their
loan by using the ‘Please renew’
bookmarks supplied in their
Library Boxes.

° Students must remember to use
their library bags to transport
their books, keeping them clean,
dry and protected.

The Library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime, and
students are welcome to return, swap
or borrow books, or read quietly during
this time.

Looking forward to busy year ahead.
Ms Emma Johnston (emma.johnston-
clark@cewa.edu.au)

Library Officer


https://forms.cloud.microsoft/r/u9g5VTq4uG

Religious Education

Fruit of the Spirit - Peace

Next week we begin our focus on the Fruit of Peace: P& F N EWS

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

On the evening of that first day of the week, when the disciples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be
with you!”. After he said this, he showed them his hands and side. The disciples were overjoyed P&F Meetin Dates

when they saw the Lord.
Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, | am sending you.” M

(John 20: 19-21)

Communio Week 2026 — ‘Be the Light!

In Week Eight, the St John’s School community will celebrate Communio Week, a special time
where we come together to support Catholic agencies across the Geraldton Diocese and assist
those most in need. This important initiative is supported by Bishop Michael Morrissey.

This year’s theme, ‘Be the Light!’, was chosen during our recent Communio meeting with
Bishop Michael. It connects beautifully to the 250" anniversary of the Presentation Sisters and
the story of Nano Nagle, whose lantern became a symbol of bringing hope, care and light to
others.

P&F Events

Throughout the week, students will be encouraged to think about how they can be a light in
the lives of others through kindness, generosity and service. Further information about how
families can be involved will be shared soon.

GoSHackathon 2026 — Hosted at St John’s School!
P&F Fundraising Events
We are excited to once again host the GoSHackathon MID WEST 2026 here at St John’s School.

Last year our students had an absolute ball — the creativity, teamwork and confidence on
display were incredible. We can’t wait to see what bold ideas emerge this year!

What Is It?
GoSHackathon is a free, team-based, no-barrier-entry competition.

Students work in teams of 2-5 friends to solve a real-world problem relevant to the Mid West
region. No preparation is needed and no experience is required — mentors are there to guide
students throughout the day.

No laptop? No problem. Loan equipment can be pre-ordered.

How to Register

Register online at: goshackathon.au/registration or scan the QR code below.
Each team member must register individually (parents and teachers can assist).

This is an incredible opportunity for our students to think big, collaborate, and showcase their
ideas in a supportive and energizing environment. If your child loves problem-solving,

creativity, or simply working in a team — this is for them. A flyer can be found on page eight.

We hope to see many of our St John's students involved again this year!

Mrs Laura Lang

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION




Administration News

Welcome to Term Two
I would like to extend a warm welcome back to all our families for the beginning of Term Two. | hope you all had a fun and refreshing
school holidays. It has been amazing to see all our students return eager to learn and we are excited for a busy term ahead!

ANZAC Day Public Holiday
A reminder that Monday 27" April is a Public Holiday. School will resume for students and staff on Tuesday 28" April.

Evacuation Drill

A whole school evacuation drill has been scheduled for Wednesday 29" April. It is a requirement for schools to practice their
procedures for evacuations, lockdowns, and shelter in place on a regular basis to ensure all students and staff are well prepared if we
need to enact them for an emergency. We will notify all families once the evacuation practice has been successfully completed.

AFL Incursion

We are looking forward to a visit from some AFL super stars later this month and we thank Mr Antonovich for his efforts to organise
this visit for us! On Thursday 30™ April, we will have some current AFL players visiting the school, sharing their stories with the whole
school and completing some workshops with our students in Years 3 to 6.

AFL Girls Football Freo Dockers Cup

Following our visit from the AFL players, our girls from Years 5 and 6 will be participating in the Freo Dockers Cup on Friday 1% May.
We look forward to seeing them shine on the football field, putting their new skills into action! Thank you to Mr Antonovich for
coordinating our attendance at the carnival.

Quality Catholic Education School Review

On Tuesday 5™ and Wednesday 6™ May, St John’s School is excited to host some members from Catholic Education Western
Australia as they will be onsite to conduct our school review process. This review focuses on the school’s strategic improvement
agenda, its engagement with self-review, the impact of a school’s engagement with self-review, and the future directions for the
advancement of student outcomes and broader improvement goals the school has identified.

School Assembly
Our first assembly for Term Two, will be held on Thursday 7 May, with our Year 4 Class presenting an item. We invite all parents and

carers to attend the assembly in the school hall at 2:20pm.

Mother’s Day Events
On Wednesday 7" May, the Kindy class invites all Mums, Aunties, Grandmothers and other special guests to attend their Kindy
‘MAGS’ Afternoon from 2-3pm. The Kindy students look forward to showing how much they treasure that special person in their life

The P&F are hosting the Mother’s Day Morning Tea, in the School Hall from 9am to 11:30am. Information has been sent home with
the eldest child in each family to request assistance with donations. We look forward to welcoming families and community
members for this fantastic community building event.

Premier’s Reading Challenge

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has returned for 2026! From 23 March to 12 June 2026, students from Kindergarten to Year 12 can
discover the joy of reading and log their progress for a chance to win weekly prizes. Visit www.premiersreadingchallenge.wa.edu.au
for more information.



http://www.premiersreadingchallenge.wa.edu.au

Administration News

First Nations Cuppa & Chat

We invite all First Nations Families to attend our first ever Cuppa & Chat morning on Thursday 14™ May from 8:30am to 9:30am. Drop
the children off to class and come and share a cuppa and get to know our St John’s First Nations Education Assistants, along with our
First Nations CEWA Consultants. Meet us in the Staffroom, in the Office, for this informal catch up.

Meet Lesley Jones, First Nations Education Assistant

Hello, | have been at St John’s School since 2013. I’'m very passionate about education for our Indigenous
students. | am always available for a chat in the mornings. Also, I’'m a one eyed Dockers supporter.

Meet Calarni Dann, First Nations Education Assistant

Hey, my name’s Calarni Dann. I’'m a Yamaji man, born and raised in Geraldton. My paternal grandparents are Ken
and Irene Dann. My interests are footy, surfing, basketball and spending time with family and friends. Since
starting work at St John’s School, | have enjoyed interacting with students and staff, getting to know each other
and learning new ideas. I’'m loving my role as a First Nations Education Assistant and hope to continue for years
to come.

School Photographs
Our school photographs with MSP have been scheduled for Wednesday 3™ June. Session times and student shoot keys will be sent
home later this term when they have been received.

Swimming Lessons

Please be advised that In-term Swimming Lessons will commence for students from Pre Primary to Year Six, in Week 11, from Monday
29" June to Friday 3™ July. This year, we will be having double length swimming lessons each day for the five days, rather than single
lessons each day for ten days. Further details, including lesson times, will be sent home later this term when they have been received.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello
























