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Principal’s Notes

Attendance Matters

At St John’s School, we know that regular attendance plays a vital role in every child’s learning,
wellbeing and sense of belonging. Each school day brings valuable opportunities for students
to build knowledge, develop skills and strengthen friendships.

Missing even a small number of days can impact a child’s confidence and progress, as lessons,
discussions and experiences cannot always be fully replaced. Establishing strong attendance
habits from an early age supports long term success, both academically and socially.

We encourage families to prioritise school attendance each day and to schedule appointments
and family events outside of school hours, where possible.

If your child is experiencing challenges that are affecting their attendance, please reach out to
us, we are here to support you. By working together, we can ensure every child has the
opportunity to thrive.

Every day counts. Please see the graphic on page seven for attendance data.

School Slam Series

Last Friday, St John’s School proudly entered two teams in the School Slam Basketball Series
held at Activewest Stadium. Our Year 5 and 6 girl’s and boy’s teams represented the school
with enthusiasm and determination.

Both teams played exceptionally well throughout the day, finishing third in their respective
pools. Students demonstrated great skill and teamwork on the court, and their effort and
commitment were evident in every game.

Just as importantly, the students were commended for their excellent sportsmanship,
consistently showing respect for their opponents, officials and each other. They played their
hardest and represented St John’s School with pride.

A sincere thank you to Mr A and Mrs Clarkson for coaching the teams and supporting the
students in their preparation, and to Mr Dann and Mrs D’Mello for attending and assisting on
the day.

Winter llls

As we approach the last few days of Autumn, it is a timely reminder that students who are
sick, need to remain at home. A child who is ill will not be able to fully participate in the
educational programme planned by their classroom teacher. Furthermore, their bugs are
consequently passed on to students and staff. If your child is sick, please keep them at home
until they are fully recovered. | understand that for working parents/carers this can be a tricky
space to navigate but appreciate your co-operation in doing what is best for your child and
other members of the school community. If your son/daughter is exhibiting signs of being
unwell, we will call you and request they be collected from school.

Security
Parents, carers and visitors to St John’s School are asked to be vigilant with locking their

vehicles whilst onsite. We do not want to see property damaged, goods stolen or individuals
put at risk.

TERM 2 WEEK 5
21 May 2026

Dates to

Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 22 May
Prayer Assembly

Year 6 - 8:45am

Tuesday 26 May
CSAC Meeting - 6:00pm

Thursday 28 May
Assembly Year 2

2:20pm - Hall

Friday 29 May

Monday 1 June

Wednesday 3 June
MSP School Photos

Friday 5 June
Prayer Assembly

Year 2 - 8:45am

Faction Cross Country

Monday 8 June
First Eucharist Retreat

Day

P&F Meeting - 6:00pm

Thursday 11 June
Communio Market Day

Friday 12 June
Prayer Assembly

Year 5 - 8:45am
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Principal’s Notes

If you are planning on taking a holiday during school term time, the majority of requests for
school work will be respectfully declined. The reasons for this decision are:

. Holidays should not take place during the school term
. On many occasions in the past, work provided by teachers has not been completed
. It is very difficult to successfully replicate the teaching and learning in a classroom in

a worksheet

If holidays during school terms cannot be avoided, we suggest you undertake the following
activities with your child/ren:

. Daily reading

. Write a diary

. Handle money, working out change, counting out money etc

. Read timetables for transport

. Learn about the culture, geography and history of the location

If extenuating circumstances present, please speak to your child’s classroom teacher or a
member of the Leadership Team.

In the last few weeks, we have noticed an increase in the number of students coming to
school very tired. Sometimes the children have talked about having a busy weekend,
difficulties sleeping etc. However, we have had some children telling us they were up late
gaming or on their device without an adult knowing.

The Raising Children website has some helpful questions to discuss as a family:

. Where your child can use digital technology — for example, this might be only in
shared open spaces like the family room, but not in the car or bedroom.

. When your child can use digital technology — for example, mealtimes are free of TV,
computers and phones, or no screens before school or until chores are finished.

. How your child can use digital technology — for example, this might be for making
animations or checking a netball shooting technique, but not for playing Candy
Crush.

. How you handle digital technology use for children of different ages — for example,

there might be some games that your older child can play only when their younger
sibling is out or has gone to bed.

. How your child can stay safe online — our articles on internet safety for children and
internet safety for pre-teens can help you with inappropriate content, privacy and
location settings, personal data safety and more.

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-
use/healthy-screen-time-6-11-years

St John’s School is currently accepting 2027 Kindy enrolments. If you have a son/daughter
who is turning four by the 30 June 2026, please collect an Enrolment Application Pack from
Tracey in the School Office.

Additionally, if you have family members or friends who are looking at schools for their own
child/ren, please let them know we offer obligation free enrolment tours.

This fortnight we celebrate our Year Five and Six students and staff for their outstanding
leadership through the Student Ministry program. Their efforts have created meaningful
experiences across the school, from supporting younger students to organising engaging
activities.

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.
Library Newsletter

LIBRARY DAYS
Pre Primary to Year Six
Wednesdays

Hello Super Readers!

The wet weather is not far away, so
please ensure your borrowed books stay
dry. Please do not put books inside wet
bags. If needed, we can let the library
bags dry out in the Library during the
day.

Next week in National Simultaneous
Storytime, where Australian students
will all be experiencing ‘Luna Roo’ by
Adam Jackson, a fantastic under dog
story represented with Australian native
animals. Excited for this story!

Thank you to all who remembered to
bring back overdue books from Term 1,
and overdue books this term. Our
students are so incredibly respectful and
responsible when using our school
resources.

To borrow books we ask

. that books are returned to class
on Wednesday mornings for
collection. Students will have the
books for one week, and have the
opportunity to renew their loan
by using the ‘Please renew’
bookmarks supplied in their
library boxes.

° Students must remember to use
their library bags to transport
their books, keeping them clean,
dry and protected.

The Library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime, and
students are welcome to return, swap
or borrow books, or read quietly during
this time.

Looking forward to busy weeks ahead.

Ms Emma Johnston
Library Officer
emma.johnston-clark@cewa.edu.au


https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/media-technology/online-safety/internet-safety-6-8-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/pre-teens/entertainment-technology/cyberbullying-online-safety/internet-safety-9-11-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/healthy-screen-time-6-11-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/media-technology/screen-time-healthy-screen-use/healthy-screen-time-6-11-years

Principal’s Notes

Guided by dedicated staff, our senior students are leading by example, showing cooperation,
kindness and a willingness to give selflessly. Their commitment is strengthening our school P&F News
community and reflecting our values in action. We are incredibly proud of the positive impact

they continue to make. pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

Mrs Melissa Marquis P&F Meeting Dates
PRINCIPAL Term One

Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
Tomorrow, at 8.45am, in the School Hall. The Year Six Class will be leading the school

community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend. P&F Events

Please note that there will be no Prayer Assembly in Week Six due to the Pupil Free Day.

Prayer Assembly will resume in Week Seven at 8.45am in the School Hall. The Year Two Class
will be leading the school community in prayer.

Everyone is warmly invited to attend.
Sacrament of First Eucharist

A reminder that our Year Four students will receive the Sacrament of First Eucharist on
Saturday 13 June at 3.00pm at St John’s Church.

Students will participate in their First Eucharist Retreat Day on Monday 8 June. On this day, P&F Fundraising Events
students may wear free dress as they spend time preparing prayerfully and thoughtfully for

this special sacrament. As part of their preparation for receiving the Sacrament of First
Eucharist, students will also celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation with Father Robert
during the Retreat Day.

Students will also attend practice sessions at St John’s Church on:
Thursday 11 June
1.30pm-3.00pm — Practice

Friday 12 June
1.30pm—3.00pm — Final Practice

Traditionally, girls wear white clothing and boys wear a white shirt with black pants for this
formal occasion. Alternatively, the students may wear neat clothing, reflecting the importance
of the occasion. All children participating in the Mass are asked to arrive 30 minutes early to
prepare for this very special celebration.

We pray for the Year Four students as they prepare to receive the Body of Christ.

Lord Jesus, come to me.
Lord, Jesus, give me your love.
Lord Jesus, come to me and give me yourself.
Lord Jesus, friend of children, come to me. Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen




Religious Education

This week, we focus on the Fruit of the Spirit: Peace.

Peace is more than being quiet or calm. It is the gift of knowing that God is with us, even when things feel busy, difficult or uncertain.
When we show peace, we help create a school community where others feel safe, respected and cared for.

At St John's, we can practise peace by using kind words, solving problems calmly, including others, forgiving mistakes and taking a
moment to pause before we react. In these small but important ways, we allow God’s peace to shine through us each day.

“Peace | leave with you; my peace I give to you.”
John 14:27

Pentecost Sunday

Sunday, 24™ May, the Church will celebrate Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost is the day that the Church was born. After the ascension of
Jesus into Heaven, his disciples were left feeling a little bewildered and lost. Meeting in a room, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and
they were filled with the Gifts of the Spirit so that they could go out and share the love of Christ.

On the day Pentecost was being fulfilled, all the disciples were gathered in one place. Suddenly they heard the sound of a violent blast
of wind rushing into the house from out of the heavenly realm. The roar of the wind was so overpowering it was all anyone could bear!
Then all at once a pillar of fire appeared before their eyes. It separated into tongues of fire that engulfed each one of them. They were
all filled and equipped with the Holy Spirit and were inspired to speak in tongues—empowered by the Spirit to speak in languages they
had never learned!
(Acts 2:1-4)

On Sunday, 31 May, the Church celebrates the Solemnity of the Most Holy Trinity — a central mystery of our Catholic faith.

The Trinity reminds us that God is one, yet also three persons: God the Father, God the Son (Jesus), and God the Holy Spirit. It’s not
always easy to understand, even for adults! But we can think of it like a family — three persons who are deeply connected in love, al-
ways working together, and never apart.

The Trinity shows us that at the heart of God is relationship and love —and we are all invited to share in that love through our faith and
how we live each day.

During Week 8, the St John’s School community will celebrate Communio Week. Communio supports Catholic-affiliated agencies
within the Geraldton Diocese and helps provide assistance to those in need.

The week will begin with a Prayer Service on Monday 8 June at 8.45am in the School Hall, led by Year 3. It will conclude with a
Communio Prayer Assembly on Friday 12 June, led by Year 5. Families and friends are warmly invited to attend.

On Thursday 11 June, students from Pre-Primary to Year 6 will take part in our Communio Market Day, with food, drink and activity
stalls to raise money for Communio. This will also be a free dress day. Students may bring small change to purchase recess items and
participate in activities. Prices will range from 50c to $2.00.

A note outlining the requested class donations was sent home last week. Please see the table below for your child’s class donation
request. If you need another copy of the note, please contact the school office.

Pre Primary | Packets of Jelly. Bag of mixed chocolates.

Year One Variety pack/box of chips. Bag of mixed chocolates. A range of fidget tools/toys.

Year Two 375ml cans cool drink (No Coke, Diet Drinks or Pepsi)

Year Three Bag of mixed lollies to fill a jar. Cinnamon and iced donuts.

Year Four Popcorn multipacks and icy poles

Year Five Family Packs Lollipops, Fruit Pastilles, Fun Packs — Smarties, Twix, Maltesers. Mentos.

Year Six Baked Goods — Cupcakes, Brownies, Muffins, Mini Cakes. All baked goods must have an ingredient
list attached for allergy purposes.
1 roll duct tape or cloth tape.




Religious Education

Kindy children are welcome to participate but must be brought over by their family.
We also welcome parent helpers for the Pre-Primary stalls. If you are able to assist for a short shift during the day, please contact Mrs

Danyela Payne.

Mrs Laura Lang

Administration News

Cross Country Training

A reminder that, Mr A is offering students in Years 1-6 the opportunity to participate in before school Cross Country training. This is
happening each week on Tuesday mornings, from 7:30-8:00am on the school oval. Students are asked to bring a water bottle. hat
and a healthy snack to eat after training. Thank you to Mr A for providing this opportunity for our students.

National Sorry Day & National Reconciliation Week

National Sorry Day, on the 26" May, and National Reconciliation Week from the 27" May to the 3™ June, are important times for all
Australians to reflect, learn and move forward together. These days acknowledge the history, culture and resilience of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples, and recognise the impact of past policies on the Stolen Generations. As a school community, we are
encouraged to listen, show respect and continue building understanding, compassion and positive relationships based on truth,
respect and reconciliation. Students will be participating in a variety of classroom based activities, over these days, to develop their
understanding of the significance of these dates with our First Nations families.

National Simultaneous Story Time

This year’s National Simultaneous Storytime will take place on Wednesday 27" May. The book chosen for this year is titled ‘Luna Roo
the Kangaroo Baller’ written by Adam Jackson and Adrian Lloyd. Luna Roo delivers a high energy story that will have you cheering like
you’re in the stands. As Luna steps up to lead FC Outback in a thrilling face off against Bush United, the rookie captain needs to find
her inner strength on the field. She’s faced with a huntsman goalkeeper, snakes in attack and nerves that threaten to overcome her
confidence. But Luna leaves nothing on the pitch as she learns to silence her doubts, believe in her skills and trust her teammates.
Together, they rise to unexpected victory in this tale of courage and determination. Students will have the opportunity to listen to
the story and participate in related activities during the day.

Assembly
Our next Assembly for Term Two, will be held on Thursday 28" May, with our Year Two Class presenting an item. We invite all
parents and carers to attend the Assembly in the school hall at 2:20pm.

Pupil Free Day & Public Holiday
Please note the following important dates that are coming up later this term:

Friday 29" May — Pupil Free Day (Staff Professional Learning)
Monday 1* June — WA Day Public Holiday
Tuesday 2" June — Students return to school.



Administration News

School Photos

Our school photographs with MSP have been scheduled for Wednesday 3" June. Students are requested to wear their full School
Uniform on this day. Faction Captains and Vice Captains are requested to bring their Faction Sports Uniform in their bags to change
into for their group faction photo. Year 6 students will also need to pack their Leavers Shirts with their Sports Uniform to change into
for their Graduation Photo.

School Photograph Order forms from MSP will be sent home as soon as they are available. | will advise families via Seesaw and
Facebook when these arrive and have been sent home. If you do not receive one, please notify the school as soon as possible.

You will be able to order the school photographs online at www.msp.com.au using your child’s unique 8-digit shoot key. These orders
close six days after the day of school photographs, with late orders incurring a $30 archive fee.

Family photos can be arranged by picking up a family envelope from the School Office. We will send out a Seesaw and Facebook
notification when these have arrived. Online ordering is not available for family photos. The family photos will be taken between
8:15am and 9am on Wednesday 3" June, in the Jinjamarda Mayu (JM) Room.

Faction Cross Country

Please save the date! Our Faction Cross Country is scheduled for Friday 5™ June, from 1:00pm onwards. Further details will be shared
by Mr A in the coming weeks.

Swimming Lessons

Please be advised that In-term Swimming Lessons will commence for students from Pre-Primary to Year Six, in Week 11, from
Monday 29™ June to Friday 3" July. This year, we will be having double length swimming lessons each day for

the five days, rather than single lessons each day for ten days. Further details, including lesson times, will be

sent home later this term when they have been received.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello


http://www.msp.com.au/

As a P&F, we are aware that everyone has different circumstances. We would like the members of the school community to remember
that participation in any P&F fundraiser is voluntary. We are extremely grateful for the support you can provide.









