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Principal’s Notes

St John's Strong
On 31 July, we shared our new St John’s Strong Attendance Initiative with families via Seesaw.

This initiative highlights the important role regular school attendance plays in supporting
student learning, wellbeing and a strong sense of belonging, in line with our motto, Every
Story, Every Opportunity. The program encourages positive attendance habits through a
Gold, Silver and Bronze recognition system, celebrating students who demonstrate consistent
attendance and engagement throughout the term. Students who achieve attendance
milestones will be acknowledged through certificates, reward events and prize draws.
Through St John’s Strong, we aim to work in partnership with families to support every child in
making the most of the rich learning, sporting, cultural and faith experiences our school offers.
Please see page six for all the details in case you missed it on Seesaw.

P&F Disco

The excitement is building for this year's P&F School Disco on Friday 7 August! We would like
to thank our wonderful P&F for all of their hard work, enthusiasm and commitment in
organising this special event for our students. We greatly appreciate the time and effort that
goes into making this occasion both fun and memorable.

A few important reminders for students and families:
. Ticket sales have now closed
There will be no door sales on the night
The disco is for St John's School students only
Parents are welcome to stay for their child's disco session
Please ensure you are prompt when collecting your child at the conclusion of their
session
Students need to bring a water bottle
. Once students enter the Hall, they will not be permitted to play outside
Students are welcome to wear normal clothes - dressing up is optional

We look forward to a fantastic evening of music, dancing and fun for our students. Thank you
again to our amazing P&F for making this event possible!

Census Day
Tomorrow, 7 August, is an important day for St John’s School as it is Census Day. Census Day

is used to confirm student enrolments and attendance, which helps determine the funding
schools receive to support learning programs, resources, facilities and student wellbeing
initiatives.

We encourage all students to be at school on Friday so they can be counted as part of our
school community. Every student matters and accurate attendance data helps ensure we are
able to plan for and respond to the needs of our students both now and into the future.

If your child is unable to attend school on Friday, Census Day, it is important that their absence
is accounted for and communicated to the school. Families are asked to notify the school as
soon as possible if their child will be absent and provide the appropriate reason for the
absence.

Thank you for your support in helping us ensure every student is counted. Together, we can
continue to provide the best possible learning opportunities for all students at St John’s
School.

TERM 3 WEEK 1
23 July 2026

Dates to

Remember

Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 7 August
Prayer Assembly

Year 3 - 8:45am

P & F School Disco

Monday 10 August
IEP Meetings

Thursday 13 August
First Nations Cuppa &
Chat 8.30am
Staffroom

NCC Matinee
Performance 12:00

Friday 14 August
Assumption of the

Blessed Virgin Mary
Mass - Year 4 - 9.00am

Faction Jumps and
Throws

Monday 17 August
P&F Meeting - 6:00pm

Confirmation Retreat
Day
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The early days of our Breakfast Club have been a wonderful success, with students from all
year levels taking advantage of the opportunity to fuel up for the day with a complimentary
breakfast before classes begin. Each morning, it is fantastic to see so many students
enjoying a healthy start to their day while connecting with friends and staff in a welcoming
environment. The Breakfast Club has become an important part of our school community,
ensuring students are ready to learn and make the most of their day.

A special thank you goes to the staff members who generously volunteer their time to
support the program each day. Their willingness to assist with preparation and supervision
plays a vital role in the success of the Breakfast Club.

We are also incredibly proud of our students, who have shown great independence and
responsibility. Students are confidently preparing their own breakfasts and, importantly,
cleaning up after themselves by washing and putting away their dishes. Their positive
attitude and cooperation help make the program run smoothly and create a welcoming
space for everyone.

Finally, we would like to extend our sincere thanks to Foodbank for their support and
provision of supplies. Their generosity helps ensure that we can continue offering this
valuable service to our students.

Parents/carers, who have submitted their enrolment applications for Kindy for 2027, will be
contacted very shortly to arrange a time for an Enrolment Interview. | look forward to
getting to meeting your son/daughter in preparation for 2027 and their first step as a
student of St John’s School.

We would like to remind families that, for safety reasons, students are not permitted to
play on the Kindy/Pre Primary playground equipment before or after school. This has been
communicated on several occasions and we appreciate the support of families who
consistently follow this expectation. As staff are not on duty in this area during these times,
we cannot provide the necessary supervision to ensure student safety.

At the end of the school day, we kindly ask families to collect their children and exit the
Kindy/Pre-Primary area promptly. If you wish to catch up with other parents, please
arrange to do so offsite. After school, staff are focused on completing their duties, securing
the school and preparing to leave for the day. Remaining in the area can also create
challenges for other families, particularly when children see others playing and don’t
understand why they cannot do the same.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation in helping us maintain a safe and
respectful environment for all.

Ari, in Year Five, is the star of the show this fortnight. We were excited to learn that he had
been selected for a very special pre-game experience at the Milan AC v Inter AC soccer
match last night. Ari had the opportunity to visit the changerooms before kickoff, walk onto
the field with the team, and stand alongside a player during the pre-match formalities.

Ari was selected for this once in a lifetime opportunity because of his dedication and
commitment to his local soccer club. Congratulations, Ari, we are incredibly proud of you!

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Newsletter

Already Week 3, how quickly the term is
passing! Such a busy term planned.

Book Week will be celebrated in Week
6, and we are loving the discussions with
all of our students about their favourite
books and dress up ideas.

Thank you to all the students who
continue to be respectful and tidy within
our library.

Please remind students to return their
books and always carry their library
books in an appropriate, protective
book bag. We have St John’s School
Library bags for sale in the school
uniform shop. Return day is
WEDNESDAY each week for all students
in Pre-Primary to Year 6.

The library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime until the
end of term, and students are welcome
to return books or read quietly during
this time.

Thankyou,

Ms Emma Johnston
(emma.johnston-clark@cewa.edu.au)
Library Officer



Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
The Week Three Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the School Hall. The Year Three

Class will be leading the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary — Saturday 15 August

On Friday 14 August, our school community will gather in St John’s Church to celebrate the
Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Mass will be led by our Year Four
students, who will guide us in prayer and reflection. Families and members of our wider school
community are warmly invited to join us.

The Assumption is a special celebration in the Catholic Church. On this day, we remember
that, at the end of her earthly life, Mary was taken into heaven, body and soul.

Mary held a unique place in God’s plan because she trusted God
and said “yes” to becoming the mother of Jesus. Her Assumption
reminds us of God’s promise that we, too, are called to eternal life
with Him.

The Solemnity of the Assumption is a Holy Day of Obligation and
an important opportunity for Catholics to gather together,
celebrate Mass and honour Mary’s faithful example.

Religious Education Assessment 2025
This week, students in Years Three and Five have taken part in the
Religious Education Assessment (REA).

Year 3 & 5 REA — Tuesday 4 August (Year 3) & Wednesday 5 August (Year 5).

Sacrament of Confirmation
This term, select students in Year Six will celebrate the Sacrament of Confirmation. Please take
note of the following information and key dates:

The Commitment Mass for the Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be at the St
Francis Xavier Cathedral on the following dates:

Saturday 8 August 6:00pm Vigil Mass at St Francis Xavier Cathedral

A St John’s School representative will be present at all Commitment Masses.

The Sacrament of Confirmation for St John’s School will be held on Tuesday 1* September
at 6:00pm at St John’s Church. Further information regarding this Mass will be sent out closer
to the date.

Feast Day of St Mary of the Cross (Mary Mackillop) - 8 August

On 8 August, we celebrate the feast day of St Mary of the Cross MacKillop, Australia’s first
saint.

Mary MacKillop was a woman of great courage, faith and compassion. She believed that every
child deserved the opportunity to receive an education, no matter where they lived or how
much money their family had.

Together with Father Julian Tenison Woods, Mary founded the Sisters of St Joseph. The Sisters
opened schools across Australia, particularly in rural and disadvantaged communities, and
cared for people who were poor, vulnerable or often overlooked.

Mary encouraged others to act whenever they saw someone in need. Her well-known words,
“Never see a need without doing something about it,” continue to inspire us to show kindness,
generosity and courage in our own lives.

P&F News

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au

P&F Meeting Dates
Term Three

P&F Events

P&F Fundraising Events




Religious Education

IEP Progress Meetings
Notes and time preference forms for upcoming IEP Report Meetings were sent home earlier this week. These meetings are an
opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and the supports in place to help them succeed.

To streamline bookings, a QR code was included with the note—this links to an online booking form with up-to-date availability. You
do not need to sign in; simply use the verification code sent to your email to book a time.

If you have not yet booked a meeting, please do so by scanning the QR code or returning the paper form as soon as possible. If none of
the available times suit your schedule, please call the school office so we can arrange a suitable alternative.

A final confirmation of meeting times will be sent home shortly.

Fruit of The Spirit - Kindness
Kindness is more than simply being nice. It is choosing to show care, patience and compassion through our words and actions —even
when it may be difficult.

When we welcome someone who feels left out, help without being asked, speak gently or forgive a mistake, we allow others to
experience God'’s love through us. Small acts of kindness may seem simple, but they can brighten someone’s day and make a lasting
difference.

“Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.”
Ephesians 4:32

This week, let us look for simple ways to choose kindness at school, at home and in our community.

Mrs Laura Lang



Administration News

Assembly
Congratulations to our Pre-Primary Class for their fantastic item at our Assembly today. The next Assembly for Term Three will be

held on Thursday 27" August, with our Choir presenting an item. We invite all parents and carers to attend the Assembly in the
School Hall at 2:20pm.

PLP Meetings
Personalised Learning Plan (PLP) Meetings are currently being held. We thank all families who have taken the time to meet with their

child’s teachers to review their progress and set goals for the remainder of the year. If you have not yet made a time to meet, please
contact your child’s teacher to arrange a mutually convenient time. IEP Meetings will be arranged by classroom teachers, in
conjunction with Mrs Lang, to occur in Week 4.

First Nations Cuppa & Chat
We invite all First Nations Families to attend our next Cuppa & Chat morning on Thursday 13 August from 8:30am to 9:30am. Drop

the children off to class and come and share a cuppa and get to know our St John’s First Nations Education Assistants, along with our
First Nations CEWA Consultants. Meet us in the Staffroom, in the Office, for this informal catch up.

School Athletics Dates
There are many Athletics events held this term, please mark the following important dates in your calendars:

Friday 14" August: Faction Jumps and Throws (selected students only)

Friday 21 August: Faction Athletics Carnival (all students Pre-Primary to Year 6)
Monday 7 September: Interschool Cross Country (selected students only)
Wednesday 9" September: Interschool Jumps and Throws (selected students only)
Friday 11* September: Interschool Athletics Carnival (selected students only)

Faction Athletics Carnival

We are looking forward to the Faction Athletics Carnival on Friday 21° August. The events will commence at 9:45am at the Geraldton
Little Athletics Centre, Eighth Street, Wonthella. The children will be transported to the carnival by bus. Following the success of last
year, our Pre-Primary students will be joining us at the Carnival, arriving in time for their events at approximately 11:15am. Parents
may take their children home from the Carnival at the conclusion of the day’s events and must see their child’s teacher to sign them
out before leaving the Athletics Centre. If your child needs to return to school on the bus at the conclusion of the carnival, please send
Mrs D’Mello a Seesaw message to confirm this as soon as possible.

All students must wear their sports uniform with faction coloured shirt, hat and sunscreen. Children are permitted to colour their
hair, although this must be done at home, not at school or at the Carnival. Students are not permitted to wear coloured zinc.
Students need to have a water bottle and lunch if they have not ordered from the School Canteen.

Catholic Day
Please note, that Monday 24 August is our School Catholic Day. Students and Staff will not attend school on this day.

Book Week

We will celebrate Children’s Book Week in Week Six. This year’s theme is ‘A Symphony of Stories!” and our much-loved book parade
will take place on Thursday 27" August, at 9:00am in the School Hall. We look forward to seeing the magic of literature come alive in
the students’ costumes! Further information regarding Book Week, the parade and the Scholastic Book Fair will be shared by Mrs
Johnston in the coming weeks.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello















