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Principal’s Notes

End of Term and School Holidays

A reminder that Friday 25 September is the final day of Term Three for staff and students. |
would like to wish all families a wonderful holiday. May you all have opportunities for
adventure, connection and recharging.

Monday 12 October and Tuesday 13 October are Pupil Free Days with staff undertaking
various forms of professional development and engaging in a Staff Retreat. Students from
Kindy to Year Six commence Term Four on Wednesday 14 October.

Interschool Cross Country Carnival

Congratulations to all our runners from last week’s Interschool Cross Country event. St John’s
School finished in second place, a great improvement from fourth position in 2025. We had
four students who placed in the top four of their respective race — Lillian R, Frankie H, Jack R &
Lachlan W. Mr A and | have spoken about how fantastically behaved our students were,
cheering on other athletes and giving 100% to the event.

The final results can be found on page five of this newsletter.

Interschool Athletics Carnival

On Friday, St John's School students represented our school with pride, determination and
outstanding sportsmanship at the recent Interschool Athletics Carnival. Their efforts,
perseverance and team spirit throughout the day were rewarded with an exceptional
achievement, with St John's School proudly taking home the Handicap Shield.

Winning the Handicap Shield is a testament to the collective efforts of all students, who
consistently challenged themselves, gave their best in every event and supported one another
throughout the carnival. It was wonderful to see students encouraging their teammates and
demonstrating the values of respect, resilience and courage both on and off the track.

Adding to this success, four St John's students achieved individual medal placings in their
respective year groups. This is a remarkable accomplishment and reflects the dedication, hard
work and commitment they have shown in both training and competition. Congratulations to

Jack R — Interschool Senior Champion Boy
Ariannah L - Interschool Senior Champion Girl
Lillian R — Interschool Intermediate Champion Girl
Tarj — Interschool Junior Runner Up Champion Boy

We congratulate all students who participated in the carnival and thank our staff, families and
supporters who helped make the day such a positive experience. We are incredibly proud of
the way our students represented St John's School and celebrate the success of bringing home
the Handicap Shield.

Term Three Co-curricula Opportunities

In Term Three, students at St John’s School embraced a wide range of co-curricula
opportunities that enriched both their learning and their sense of community. These
experiences not only enhanced student learning and developed valuable skills and confidence,
but also strengthened relationships and created many memorable moments throughout a
busy and rewarding term. Please see page five for an overview of the many opportunities and
experiences our students enjoyed.

TERM 3 WEEK 9
17 September 2026

Dates to

Remember
Dates can also be found on
the School Website

Friday 18 September
Prayer Assembly

Spiritual Ministry -
8:45am

Monday 21 September
Winter Sports

Presentation - 8.45am

In School Spelling Bee
Years3-6

Friday 25 September
Prayer Assembly -

Teachers - 8:45am

Wednesday 14 October

Friday 16 October
Prayer Assembly

Year 5 - 8:45am

Monday 19 October
Year 6 Camp -

Commences
Friday 23 October




Principal’s Notes

Parents/carers, who have submitted their enrolment applications for Kindy for 2027, will be
contacted very shortly to arrange a time for an Enrolment Interview. | look forward to
getting to meeting your son/daughter in preparation for 2027 and their first step as a
student of St John’s School.

Year Three student, Fabian, is the star of this Good News Story. Fabian has demonstrated
outstanding sportsmanship at two recent Interschool Carnivals, representing St John's
School with pride, respect, and kindness. Throughout both events, Fabian consistently
congratulated competitors on their achievements. Fabian's actions served as a wonderful
example to his peers and highlighted that great sportsmanship is just as important as
athletic achievement.

Mrs Melissa Marquis

Religious Education

Prayer Assembly
Week Nine Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the School Hall. The Spiritual Ministry
will lead the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Week Ten Prayer Assembly will be held at 8.45am, in the School Hall. The Teaching Staff will
lead the school community in prayer. Everyone is welcome to attend.

Staff Retreat Day — Tuesday 13 October
A reminder that Monday 12 October is a Pupil Free Day, followed by our Staff Retreat Day on
Tuesday 13 October. Students will return to school on Wednesday 14 October.

Our Staff Retreat Day provides staff with an opportunity to step away from the usual routines
of school life to pray, reflect and grow together in faith. This year, our retreat will focus on
Laudato Si’, Pope Francis’ teaching on caring for our common home and recognising our
responsibility to care for creation, one another and our world.

The day will support our staff to deepen their understanding of Laudato Si’ and consider how
its message can continue to be lived out within our St John’s School community.

Fruit of The Spirit — Gentleness
The St John’s School Community will focus on the Fruit of the Spirit, Gentleness for the next
two weeks.

Gentleness can sometimes be mistaken for weakness, but it is actually quite the opposite.
Gentleness is about strength used with care. It is choosing patience over anger, calm words
over harsh ones, and responding to others with compassion, respect and understanding.

Jesus himself tells us, “ am gentle and humble in heart” (Matthew 11:29). Throughout
Scripture, gentleness is closely linked with humility and with the way we treat others,
particularly when situations are difficult. It is not about avoiding problems or simply giving in.
Rather, it is choosing to respond in a way that protects relationships and respects the dignity
of others.

Library News

Library books are kept for one week and
then returned to school. A Library Bag
is required to borrow books.

Library Newsletter

Exceptional efforts from everyone
involved in Book Week. What an
exceptional group of students, and
thank you to their families for all of the
support and creativity!

Our school will be hosting our annual
Book Fair, celebrated in Weeks 9 and 10.
We will be available for before and after
school purchasing, more details to
follow.

Thank you to all the students who
continue to be respectful and tidy within
our Library.

Please remind students to return their
books and always carry their Library
books in an appropriate, protective
book bag. We have St John’s School
book bags for sale in the school uniform
shop. We had to speak to many children
about our new books being returned
with broken spines, and unfortunately
will have to be a little more strict about
how they are treated outside of the
Library.

Borrowing and Return Day is
WEDNESDAY each week for all students
in Pre-Primary to Year 6.

ALL LIBRARY BOOKS BACK FOR 16
SEPTEMBER PLEASE.

The Library will be open on Wednesdays
and Thursdays at lunchtime until the
end of term, and students are welcome
to return books or read quietly during
this time.

Ms Emma Johnston
(emma.johnston-clark@cewa.edu.au)
Library Officer



Religious Education

At St John's, we can show gentleness in the everyday moments: speaking calmly when we
disagree, caring for someone who is upset, including someone who feels left out, handling P& F N ews
people and things with care, and choosing not to hurt others with our words or actions.

pandf@sjr.wa.edu.au
This week, we encourage our students to notice the small opportunities to choose gentleness
— because being gentle does not mean being weak; it means choosing to use our strength
with care.

P&F Meeting Dates
Term Four

National Survey Newly Married Couples

Catholic couples in their first ten years of marriage are invited to contribute their valuable
insights to a professional survey being funded by the Australian Catholic Bishops. All responses
are anonymous and confidential. The information gathered will assist in the development of
pastoral responses and resources to support married couples during the early years of
Marriage.

The survey can be completed at: National Survey Newly
Married Couples. P&F News

For further information, schools may contact the Parish
and Marriage Resource Centre through the survey
website.

Happy Holidays
As Term 3 comes to an end, | would like to thank our students, staff and families for all that
has been shared and achieved throughout another busy term.

| wish everyone a safe, restful and enjoyable holiday break and | hope families have the chance M
to slow down, spend time together and recharge before the final term of the year.

I look forward to welcoming everyone back for Term 4.

Mrs Laura Lang

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL -RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

P&F Fundraising Events

Administration News

Assembly

Thank you to the Year One class for their fantastic assembly item this week! Our next
Assembly will be held in Term Four, on Thursday 29t October, with the Year Three Class
presenting an item. We invite all parents and carers to attend the Assembly in the School Hall
at 2:20pm.

Spelling Bee

We are looking forward to the upcoming Spelling Bees for the students in Year 3-6.
Classroom competitions will be held on Monday 21 September, and the School
Competition, with selected competitors, will be held in Term Four.




Administration News

PAT Assessments

This week, students began the PAT-R (Progressive Achievement Test in Reading) and PAT-M (Progressive Achievement Test in Mathe-
matics) assessments. These nationally recognised tools help us understand where each child is in their learning journey and how we can
best support their growth. The assessments are designed to be accessible and adaptive, meaning each student is challenged at their
level. They’re not about pass or fail, they are about progress. The data we gather helps us tailor teaching to meet individual needs and
monitor development over time. If you’d like to learn more about PAT assessments and how they support learning, please visit https://
schoolsupport.acer.org/hc/en-au/article attachments/10802085089935

School Holidays
The final day of Term Three for students and staff is Friday 25" September. Staff return for Term Four Professional Learning on Monday

12" and Tuesday 13" October. Students commence Term Four on Wednesday 14" October.

Mrs Sarah D’Mello



INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL

Place School
1 Geraldton Grammar School
2 St John's School
3 Rangeway Primary School
4 Mt Tarcoola Primary School
5 Geraldton Christian College
6 Bluff Point Primary School
Division Competitors Results
Intermediate Girls Lillian R 2nd
Frankie H 4th
vy G 5th
Lillian S 9th
Intermediate Boys Will M 8th
Rhys J Oth
Fabian N 20th
Sam B 24th
Senior Girls Ariannah L 15th
Hazel G 21st
Stella B 22nd
Isla S 23rd
Senior Boys lack R 1st
Lachlan W 3rd
Liam G 5th
Ari G 16th

Co-Curricula Events







LIGHT

THE WAY

FOUNDATION CELEBRATION EVENT i % Wfb

PRESENTATION
ON THE 250TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PRESENTATION SISTERS FOUNDATION

Light the Way

An evening with the lona Presentation

You are warmly invited to join us for Light the Way, an evening celebrating 250 years of the Presentation
Sisters and looking towards the future of a Presentation education.

The lona Presentation Foundation was established to continue the extraordinary legacy of the
Presentation Sisters, supporting the future of Presentation education and creating opportunities for
young people for generations to come.

As we celebrate this remarkable 250-year legacy, we look forward to bringing our community together for
an evening of celebration.

With a special welcome from lona past parent Justin Langer AM and reflections from one of our much-
loved Presentation Sisters, it promises to be a memorable evening in support of the Foundation and its
work. A raffle and auction, with some special prizes, will give guests the opportunity to support the Foun-
dation’s work and help light the way for future generations.

Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club
Thursday 19 November 2026
6.00-8.00pm
Tickets $100 per person

Your ticket includes drinks and canapés, with our raffle and auction featuring some special prizes taking
place throughout the evening.

BUY TICKETS

We look forward to welcoming you and celebrating this special milestone together.

Come together. Celebrate the Legacy. Light the way.






